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Itf a preiljr Tillage» about Ihree milei 
distant firoiD Bristol, li?ed a woman oaifi* 
ed Eleoor Wiiliams. She was one of 
its oldest iobabilaots, being upwards of 
leventy jears of age ; and was so mucb 
beloved for ber kind, benevoleot, pioui 
disposition, that she was generally di»tin* 
goished by Ihe title of good Mrs. Wil* 
liaois. By industry and economy she 
had saved suj9leient to enable her to live 
in comfort^ and to spare soaiething to her 
poor neighbours : besides which, she 
foaod yarioits ways of being useful to 
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tbem. She was an excellent nurse and 
skilful doctressy and many q( the vilFagers 
who were too, poor to call in a doctor when 
they were ill, owed the preservation of 
their live^, to her kind attentions. 

Nor were her exertions confined to 
the restoration of bodily health : she was 
unwearied in her endeavours to lead all 
with whom she conversed into that path 
of righteousnes, which she had herself so 
happily trodden. She earnestly sprayed 
her heavenly Father that her efibrtft 
might not be wholly vain. " The prayer 
of the righteouA availeth much ;" she en- 
joyed the never ending satisfaction of 
turning many sinners from their evil ways, 
inspiring them with the love of virtue, 
and leading them to the practice of it. 
Much of her time was spent in endeavour- 
ing to instil into the tender minds of her 
young neighbours^ the great principles of 
truth, honesty and sobriety ; founded 
upon humble love and profound reverence 
towards thejr Creator, and upon an ar-^ 
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deat desm ta please, and fear to offend 
him. Sb« Ukewne exerted every meant 
in ber power, to wean them from babtte 
of idienesa, that great dcatrojer of goodp 
aeaa ; and to kiduee them to become uae- 
fill to tbo extent of their atreflglh anii 
power : thus striving to lajr for them the 
foundation of a virtnoua and comfortabte 
Kfe, and what is of far greater importance, 
to open to them the gloriooii prospect of 
that life, where the righteous aball en* 
joj perfect and never*e«ding bappinest. 

Mrs. WiHiatns was, as benevolent peo* 
pie usually are, very fond of children and 
yeung people, and generally beloved by 
them. Her most distinguished favourite 
was Fanny White, the daughter of a re- 
spectable farmeV in the village,, who bad 
married her niece. Fanny waa about fif* 
teen years old ; sensible, Wpll dispes«d| 
and much attached to ber great aunt» 
with whom she spent a large part of ber 
time, and would gladly give 6p the gay*- 
est party of young pecsoos of ber own 

Ho.X. 26* 
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age, to »if and converse vitb her. Indeed 
Mrs. Williaons's manners, allbough per- 
fectly sioiple, were 8o much superior to 
those of the generality of people io her 
rank of life, her dress was so neat, her 
house so clean and comfortable, abd her 
countenance expressed so much benevo- 
lent sweetness, mingled with intelligence, 
that it was impossible for>any body, pos- 
sessed of a good heart, although unac- 
quainted with her story and ignorant of 
her character, to enter her habitation, 
see her and hear her speak, without feel- 
ing inclined to love and respect her. 

One evening, having prepared her dish 
of coffee, iher young favourite entered, 
saying, as she ran to embra^ce her, " my 
dear aunt, my mother is gone to drink t^a 
at Mr4« Grant's, and has given me leave 
to st%|; with you till eight o'clock, if you 
will permit me.'.' 

>* 1 amalways happy in your compa- 
ny, my tove," said Mrs. WilliamB, kissing 
her affectionately, /'and this evening I 
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pafticularl J wanted you ;' for I am going 
to make a cap for poor old Betly Lewis, 
and as my eyes are not so good as they 

were a few years ago, you shall assist 

» 

<< With the greatest pleasure," said 
Fanny, '* and whilst we work, perhaps 
yoo will have the goodness to tell me 
some pretty story." 

** I shall be sorry to disappoint you my 
dear child," said Mrs. Williams, '< but I 
fear I have told you all I know." 

** I hope not," answered Fanny, ** I 
hope you will recollect many more." 
Then after a pause she added, affection- 
ately taking her hand, ** I have thought 
of something which will do charmingly if 
yon approve it." 

*« What may that be ?" asked Mrs. 
Williams, with an encouraging smile. 

*^ I have remarked," replied Fanny, 
<Mhat among the stories which you have 
told m^, those about good people have al- 
ways been the most pleasing. Now my 
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. dear aiinf, as jou are one of the best wo* 
men in the world, your historj, if you will 
be so kind as \o relate it, will, I am sure» 
make a delightful story." . 

** My love,'* said TVIrg. Williams, " you 
jtid^e of mj merit by your affectioo for 
jTje. 

« No indeed I do not," interrupted 
Fanny, ** for every body loves you ; and 
ybii know, you are generaliy dv^^ingiiish* 
ed by the title of g'ood Mrsr Williaflis : 
besides which, ray mother^ who I am sure 
would not on any account tell an untruth, 
is always praising you, and saying that« 
under heaven, she owes every thing to 
you." 

" Your mother," said- Mrs. Williams, 
*< is a truly good woman, and that I have 
by the divine blessing contributed to' ren- 
der her so, is one of my greatest sources 
of happiness and gratitude. Happy lives 
seldom contain any thing' wortii reiatiog ; 
and mitie has upon the whole been a verjr 
happy one : nevertheless, as you wish (• 
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hear if, aod nothing better offers itself to 
my -memory 9 I will recount it." 

** Tbank you my dear, kind aunt/' 
said Faanjf in a joyful tone. ** you abali 
see how industrious I wilt be in return for 
your goodness." 

When the repast was ended, she took 
her work, and seating herself near her aunt, 
requested her to begin her history, which, 
she, happy in affording; pleasure to one 
she loved, did in the following words : 

*^ My father was a bricklayer, and 
lived io a Tillage near Monmouth. He 
was honest, sober, industrious, and good 
tempered : and my mother was a pattern 
to women in her humbid situation. They 
had five children, of ^ whom 1 was the 
youngest. By denying themselves near- 
ly every thing, except absiolute necessa* 
ries, my parents were enabled to put my 
sister and my three brothers each to a 
day school for two years. My brothers 
took great delight in learning, and were 
to induatriousy that at the end of this time. 
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tbej could read well and wriie^ and cast 
acQQuntB sufficienHj to be of great use to 
them when tbej went ouir inio the world. 
My sister, who was seven jrears oldee 
fhaff Qsyself, lived during tbfi first eight 
years of her life with my father's mother, 
who, rn general, humoured her to a very- 
great degree, although at times she would 
be ufireai«onably passionate and severe 
with her. 

<* My mother often expressed a etroag 
\rhh to have her at home, saying she 
feared her temper and disposition would 
be quite ruined by duch very wroog 
treatmenf; and that she would rather 
work ever so bard to support her chil- 
dren than save herself, at the expense 
of seeing them made vain, idle and head- 
strong: but my father could not be 
prevailed' i^on to take he't from hie 
mother, so she was obliged to submit. 

^ At the death of ray grandmother . 
she returned home; but, as my poor 
mother feared, she found her exirensely 



▼iolenrt «iid Httmamigeable in ber temper. 
Bhe iTM pat to school, but sbeved no 
drtposition to attend to any tbiag that 
w«8 seriotts and usefuL A% she grev 
op, ahe became excessively vaki of ber 
porsotiy wMch, uafortunat^ljr for ber, 
was rennarkably handsooie. All th^ 
little «kMi and abilities she had were 
employed in dressing herself out, as she 
thought, to the best advantage ; and she 
was constantly teasing my father and 
OM^her far better clothes than they could 
aflSird to give bert and when, by con- 
stant importanity, she had prevailed on 
tbem lo give her a light calico gown and 
a white muslin bonnet and handkerchief,, 
she expressed a atroag desii'e to go to a 
daaee, whicb was made by a mimber of 
servants: in tbe neighbourhood, at a 
piri»lic hosse in our viHage. To this my 
mother steadily refused her consent, be- 
canse she knew that such places may 
jvstiy be called the road to ruin*, in- 
stead of bearkeniog to ny mother's 
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reasons for her refusal, Anne cried Tic* 
lentl^y an4 uttered such language as no 
child ought ever to use to a parent* Die* 
putes of this kind often happened ; ao 
often, that our cottage, which used to be 
so quiet and comfortable, became ao 
almost constant scene of noise and wrang* 
ling ; for when my sister was not disput- 
ing with my father and mother, she was 
generally tyrannizing oyer me, or quar> 
relling with my brothers. Frequently 
have I heard my parents lament and 
say, they feared Anne would never come 
to any good, and sadly did my father 
accuse himself, for having left her ao 
long with my grandmother. 

^* When she was about . seventeen 
years of age, they became very anxious 
to get her into some sober, regular 
family, as a servant; although it was 
difficult to say what situation she was 
likely to fill, with any credit to herself, 
or comfort to her employer. While 
they were enquiring for some place, i» 



The BMcry €f EUnnr fVaUams. 18 

wbicli the would have a tolerable chance 
of giving satisfaclion, a ladj, who lived 
in the town of Monmouth^ and was on a 
▼tsil in the familj of a neighbouring gen* 
tleoiao, happening to see her» and being 
struck with her appearance, asked her 
some questions, which she answered in a 
manner that added to her Kking. She 
enquired about her family, and hearing 
that her parentii were remarkablj honest, 
sober and industrious, and burdened 
with a large family, she called on mj 
mother and offered to take Anne into 
her service. Knowing that she was a 
iady of large fortune, and related to the 
squire of our parish, my mother thanked 
her very gratefully, and said, she should 
be most happy to place her daughter in 
her service ; * but,* added she, * I must 
not return your kindness^ Madam, by 
deceiving you, in respect to Anne's 
temper, which is far from what I wish ; 
I fear, when you are acquainted with her 
faults, your intention will change, but it 
No. X. 27 
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is nay doty to tell you the trutbi not- 
witkitftoiding.' She tbeA, not withoat 
shedding tears, gave her a faitJifuI ao- 
count of my smter'ft dispositien, and 
concluded by saying* she had kad more 
trouble and uneasiness with ber» than 
with her fomr other children together. 

*^The la/.y lilitened irith a-cAreleas 
air to what my ipftother aaid, amd ihen re- 
plied, * you see Ifaese trifles in too aerioim 
a Kght, my good woman* If your daugh- 
ter is a {ittie vajn of her perfon, and 
rather fonder of pleasure than you at 
present are, it is not very extraordinary 
iftt her age : as she grows older slie will 
become wiser 4 and I have no doubt but 
that she will make it her study to please 
ne* 

** Atine, whd was present, courtesey- 
ed, and assured her she would do every- 
thing in lier power to gain her favour ; 
to which the lady answered, * thatSs all 
I require, and I bave no doubt but you 
will be a good girl. and follow my direc* 
tions in every thing/ 
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<< This Bpleech was followed by further 
promises of obedience and good beba- 
viour, with which she was so perfectly 
satisfied, thai she ordered my sister to 
come to the Hall the very next day. 

" She was no sooner gone, than Anne 
broke out into the most rapturous ex* 
pressions of delight at the thought of 
being freed from the restraints under 
which she then Kved, of wearing fine 
clothes, and taking up her abode in a 
fine house. She paid no attention to 
the good advice which my mother, In 
the tenderest manner, and with tears, 
offered her; but, on the contrary, re- 
proacUied her for having, as she expresi[« 
ed it, tried to rob her of the ladj's good 
opinion, by giving her such a shameful 
, character* 

<« Although my mother greatty feared 
this was^ not the kind of mistress who 
was likely to be of real nse to Anne, 
yet was she so weary of continually 
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gtriiggliDg^ and CDoteaJing wi|;^ her, that 
■he endeavoured to divert her thoughts 
from the manj daogers to which bo ra&h 
mod vaio a girl was likely to be exposed, 
and fix them upon the comfort her hus- 
baod, her children and herself would 
probably enjoy, when freed from the 
constant vexation which her obstinate, 
Tiolent temper occasioned them* 

" Having clothed my sister as well as 
she could, partly out of her own slender 
stock of necessaries, she the next day ac- 
companied her to the Hall, from whence 
Anne, in about a week, . attended her 
lady to Monmouth, and soon after re- 
moved with her, as my parents learnt, 
by a short letter, which was the only 
one they ever received from her ; and 
many years passed before I saw or heard 
from her again ; in what state I then 
found her you shall presently hear. 

^' After my sister was gone, our little 
family became truly comfortable; all the 
wranglings and quarrels, which she had 
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BO often caused, being at an end. Mj 
two eldest brothers hired themselves to 
a rich farmer io the neighbourhood, who 
in a short time made James his bailrff, 
which situation he had held about four 
years, when he was taken from this 
world by a fever, to the great regret of 
his master, who immediately put my 
second brother in his place. Richard, 
who was a sensible, prudent young man, 
bad, by strict economy, although he 
never wronged his employer of a far- 
thing, in about fifteen years, saved money 
enough to enable htm to take a small 
farm ; and his generous master, as a re* 
ward for his fidelity, made him a present 
of a fine cow, a pig and six sheep, of a 
particularly good kind, all which, togeth- 
er with the stock he himself purchased, 
hf bis care and good management, in- 
creased and prospered. 

" John, my youngest brother, was put 
apprentice to a shoemaker, and, when 
his time was out, continued to work with 
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him, and behaved bo well, that his master, 
groiring old and infirm, took him into 
partoership. 

" Having only mjseif, then twelve 
years old, to maintain, my parents per- 
mitted me to take my (urn at school, to 
my great joy ; for I wished much to 
learn to read and work. They were 
rendered happy by the good conduct of 
their sons, but lived, not to lament « the 
death of the oldest, nor to rejoice in the 
prosperity of the other two ; for they 
had been settled in their places only a 
few months when my . good father died 
very suddenly, and my mother, whose 
healtl^ had never been strong, wfis, ia 
less than six months after, taken so 
dangerously ill that I was obliged to 
leave off going to school and stay at 
home to nurse her. Many of our neigh- 
bours, both rich and poor, were very 
kind to her, and my good brothers, 
James and Richard, denied themselves 
every thing that they, might send their 
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earnii^a to her. Poor John had do 
monej to send ; but the good character 
which every body gave him aad her two 
eldest sons, soothed her pains and cheer* 
ed her in her last hours. Thus I have 
the satisfaction of knowing that my dear 
mother had many comforts and allevia- 
tions under her sufferings ^ but her days 
were accomplished : i^ was not the will 
of Him, * in whose hand our breath is,' 
that she should longer continue in this 
world of trial. She supported her long 
and painful illness with exemplary pa- 
tience, and died with a resignation and 
composuret which impressed my young 
miild in a manner never to be forgotteu* 
"My mother had a half*sister, con- 
siderably older than herself, whom she 
had not seen for many years ; having, 
from the time she first went to service, 
lived several niileu^ distant from her. A 
few days before the death of my dear 
parent she came to our house, and ex- 
pressed great sorrqw and disappointment 
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ftt finding my father dead and mjr mo* 
tlier so ill. 

*' She told us that she kept a shop ia 
the city of Gloucester, and hearing that 
our family were all indus4rious and doing 
well, she had resolved to come and see 
us. She further informed us that she 
bf^gan business will) some money which 
wai» left her by an uncle, and that she 
was then worth a great deal more than 
when she first opened her shop ; adding 
that if my father had left any money be* 
hind him, or my brothers had saved any 
part of their wages, she would take it 
and pay good interest for it, which would 
be a great advantage to us, as it was 
difficult to find places where mon^y 
could safely be put. 

*^ My mother thanked her for what 
she thought her kind offer, but Said that 
the largeness of his- family, together with 
the dearness of all the necessaries of life, 
bad put it out of her husband's power to 
save any thing; as it required all hif 
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iodustry and sobriety to support his 
children in health and comfort^ and give 
them a liltle schooling ; that as for her 
sons, they had so kindly supported her 
during her long illness, that she was sure 
it must have cost them all they coiiid 
possibly spare out of their wages, and 
that the furniture of their little habitation 
would be all they would be worth after 
her death. 

" My aunt seemed very sorry for" my 
mother's illness, and told her that if she 
did not recover she would, after her 
death, take me to live with her, a pro« 
mise for which my dear parent felt very 
grateful, and thanked her with many 
tears, telling her she had removed the 
only weight which lay heavy at her 
heart» the thought of leavins; her poor 
little girl in a wide and wicked world, 
without any friend, who had the power 
to instruct and protect her. 'Yet,' 
continued the dear saint, clasping her 
hands, and looking upward, with faith 
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and love expressed io her pale coonf^ 
nance, * why should I say so? Is she 
not in the hands of that all-powerfol and 
all-merciful Being who has said, leave 
thy falhtrltss children to mef^ 

" My good brothers joined to pay alt 
the expenses of their dear mother's 
funeral, after which they sold the fur« 
niture of our cottage, which, as we bad 
all kinds of necessaries, and all good and 
comfortable, brought upwards of thirty 
pounds. This money they gave to my 
aunt, taking her note of band, and telling 
her that if she would be kind to me, and 
bring me up in her business, they did 
not desire to receive any interest for it* 
This she readily promised, adding that 
she looked upon aiy brothers and myself 
as* her children, and that at her death 
2A\ she got by her business sKould came 
amongst us. 

*^ The day after the sale I took a len* 
der leave of my dear brothers, and, 
together with my aunt, got upon the top 



•fa conGfa, which conveyed us the same 
day t0 Gleucealer. We were set dowa 
at an ioBf friim whence we proceeded to 
nf aufitV house, which was in a very 
narrow street in the middle of the city. 
She wits what is called a broker, or one 
who bays and sells second hand furni* 
tare. 

<* Upon entering the shop, which was 
M\ of chairs, tables, looking-glasses, and 
svcfa. kind wf things, she was met by a 
man and woman, who appeared to be as 
niQcfa at home as herself, and who, she 
told me, were Mn and Mrs. Jones, her 
partners* We. all 'wo^t into a kitchen, 
behind the shop, the sight of which gave 
me the most gloomy, uncomfortable teel» 
logs: it was Icurge, low, dark and very 
dirty, and almost as full of old furniture 
as the shop. The unpleasant looks of 
the man and woman, together with the 
dismal appearance of every thing around 
me, struck so forcibly upon my heart, 
tint 1 biurst into tears. My aunt chid 
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me severely; the wonaao called me 'A 
little fool,' aod the man taid, * oh ! it is a 
strange place, to-morrow we'll set her to 
work, and then she'll hav^e no time for 
crying.* 

^' To work I was accordingly the next 
day set. The house was old and large : 
in the upper part ef it several families 
.lived, whom we never saw, but as they 
passed up and down the common stairs; 
but those stairs, which wepe constantly 
dirtied by the feet of so many people, 
together with the rooms which belonged 
to my aunt and her partners, I found I 
was required to keep clean, and that it 
would, likewise, be my business, to go 
upon all their errands, and assist, as far 
as 1 was able, in preparing their meals. 

*'^ This was not what I expected, as 
my aunt had promised my brothers that 
she would teach me her business, and 
treat me in all respects as her own child. 
Yet I should have patiently submitted 
to her willy and to the utmost of my 
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poirer have followed ber directions, had 
I been treated with anj tolerable degree 
of kindness; bat this Was by no means 
the caW My aunt's temper was harsh 
aod violent, ^ad that of her partners 
ecjuallj so. Thej often quarrelled and 
disputed with each other, and to me 
they never spoke, but in the voice of 
command or anger. I was driven about 
from morning till night, first by one, then 
by another of them, being scarcely al- 
lowed time for necessary food or sleep : 
a^d what was far worse, being often 
sworn at, and called by strange bad 
names, threatened and terrified, so that 
ray spirits, which, were naturally high, 
quite sunk| and my life became a burden 
to me. 

'f Even Sunday, that happy day upon 
which I had always been accustomed to 
be dressed quite clean, and to go with 
my father and mother to our place of 
worship, twice at least, now brought me 
Beither rest, cheerfulness nor instruction. 

JVb. X. 28 
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My aunt and ber parfnera laj in bed 
miicb later an that da/ than any other : 
aoinethiR^ which the/ thought nice, waa 
atwaja provided for dinner, and myself, 
with either my aunt or Mt»* Jones, were 
employed all the^ murnin}; in cooking it. 
In the afternoon they either wen' out, in 
Which caae I was left at home alone, to 
take care of the house and firepare aup* 
per, or three or four men came to smoke 
and drink punch, and sometiiiles as many 
women, to drinit tea ; whichever it was, 
my business was to wait and tend upoo 
them, and I was often oblij^ed to sit up 
alone, till one or two o'clock, indeed Jl 
could seldom get to bed before eleven or 
twelve. 

"In a few months these late hours, 
together with the want of fresh air, to 
which 1 had always been accustomed, 
and constant labour and fretting, began 
visibly to affect my health ; niy appetite 
failed^ and I became pale and very thin ; 
but these were not the worst consequen- 
ces of my unhappy situation. 1 was se 
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moch afraid of my aunt and her partners, 
that I never broke a cup or plaie, or 
committed the «fDalledt mistake, without 
trying to conceal, or telling falsehoods in 
the hope of enrnsin^ it. From living %o 
long with people who never *9aida prayer, 
read a ^rood book^ or uttered a pious or 
just sentiment, (he good impressiont i had 
BO happdy received, began to wear fast 
away. I seldon thought of God, or of 
goo<loe9<i, gave way to passioin and ill« 
humour, entertaining for Mr. and Mrs* 
Jotiet«, and still more for my aunt, the 
most vioknt hatred, often wishing it were 
io my power to use them as ill as thej 
did toe. In (his wretched state of mind 
aod body did I continue until 1 was four* 
teen years of ^ge, being rather more than 
Iwelve moothS) hopeless of any change 
for the better, and every day becoming 
]ess worthy and more miserable. 

** At length, I began to harbour the 
thought of milking my escape from my 
aunt, aad getting back (o my brothers. 
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For Sjuch a jouroe j I was, indeed, verj 
ill prepared ; I had few clothes^ not one 
farthing of money, and my strength was 
much diminished ; yet, upon this project 
did my mind dwell almost day and night, 
and 1 resolved to put it in execution, 
although I knew of no m^ns but beg* 
ging my way to Monmouth. 

^* A.fler much vain consideration, I re- 
solved to leave Gloucester, on the follow- 
ing Sunday afternoon, when I expected 
to be left in care of the house, .knowing 
that my aunt and her partners were to 
walk to a tea house, at some distance ia 
the country. The only leisure time I. 
was ever allowed, was while the family 
were a^ dinner, during, v^bich time J was 
required to si4 in the shop, which was 
divided from the kitchen by a dark, 
narrow passage, that I ojjight call one of 
them, if any customer happened to come. 

*^ Two days before tny intended flight, 
I had just sat down in my usual place^ 
and was beginning, to tbink over my pro- 
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jected journey, when a lady, about 
thirty -five yearn of age, passing slowly 
by, suddenly stopped, to look at an easy 
chair, which stood near the door. Hav- 
log viewed it for some moments, she 
turned into the shop. I ran immediate- 
ly to call Mr. Jones. In a tittle time the 
lady purchased the chair, for which she 
agreed to give a guinea and a half, and 
taking out of her pocket a red morocco 
pnrse, she opened it, saying, * here is a 
five pound bank note, can you give me 
change V This Mr. Jones immediately 
did ; and the lady, having directed him 
where to send the chair, quitted the 
shop. 

*< As soon as she was gone, he return- 
ed to bis dinner, and 1 was again sitting 
down, when my attention was caught by 
the sight of the purse out of which the 
ladyhad taken the bank-note, lying before 
me, upon the floor. 1 eagerly opened it, 
and found that it contained, not the 
change which Mr. Jones had given her^ 

No. X. 28 * 
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she having put that loose into her pocket, 
but two notes, of the same value as the 
one he had received from her. 

" My jojt at this discovery, was not 
to be described. • Yes,* I inwardly ex- 
claimed, ^ with these I shall easily per- 
form my journey. I shall fly from tbia 
bated place : I will go to my dear broth- 
ers.' Scarcely had this thought passed 
througti my mind, when others of the 
most bitter kind succeeded. My con- 
science told ipe that the notes were not 
my own; that I kqew to whom they be- 
longed, and that it was my duty to re- 
turn them to their rightful owner. I 
have already said, that my good princi- 
ples were greatly weakened, but they 
were not wholly destroyed. My strug- 
gle between honesty, and the strong de- 
sire to keep what I thought would be so 
very useful to me, was violent, and I 
greatly fear I should have put the purse 
into my pocket, which had I done, f had 
probably been lost to every hope of 
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honestjy or comforf, in this world, when 
the thought, most fortanatelj, occurred to 
me, that it would be very difficult to a 
poor joung girl, like me, to get notes of 
such value changed, without drawing 
upon Die the suspicion of having come 
dishonestly by them. This fear, joined 
to that of committing so wicked an ac- 
tion, determined me instantly to follow 
the lady, and restore her property to her. 
This resolution was confirmed by the 
hope that she would give me something 
ID return for the purse, which 1 might . 
use without danger, and which might 
enable me to pursue the journey, upon 
which my whole heart was set, with some 
degree of safety and convenience. 

<* No sooner had 1 taken this resolu- 
tion, than I darted out of the shop, fear- 
ful lest the lady should be gone too far 
from me to overtake her. I had not run 
iDore than two or three hundred yards 
before, to my great joy, 1 saw her speak- 
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ing to a young woman she had met in the 
street. 

** Just as 1 came up to them, the 
young woman courtesied and said, 
< Thank you, dear madam, for all your 
goodness. 1 will take tbe« easy chair 
home with me, in which my poor mother 
will never recline, without offering up 
grateful pl*ayers for your health and hap- 
piness.' At which words she left her, 
and the lady walked slowly forward. 

*^ 1 was so much out of breath, with 
haste and agitation of mind, being in a 
very weak state of health, that I could, 
upon overtaking her, only say, * Madam, 
madam ! have you lost any thing V 

" * Not that 1 know of,' she replied, 
looking at me with some surprise. 

" • Yes you have,' I answered, * is not 
this purse yodrs V 

** * It is,' said the lady, < where did you 
find it?' I told her; upon which she 
opened it, and seeing the notes l^afe» she 
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isked me if I knew the value of those 
papers ? ^ 

** * Yes, madam/ I replied, * they are 
the same with those you gave my master; 
they are worth five pounds each.' 

<^ < And had you do ioclio^tion to keep 
them for your own use V asked the lady. 

** * Oh yes, madam V replied I, * a very 
itroDg incliDatioo, they would have made 
me happy/ 

« * Why then did you not keep them V 
asked the lady, [ooking earnestly in my 
face. 

" < Because,' answered I, *\( I had 
kept them, I should have been a thiief!' 

^* * You are a good girl, indeed,' ex- 
claimed the lady, her face beaming with 
kindness ; * are you servant to the people 
who keep that shop V 

<* I aitswered, with a sigh, that I was. 
^ Are you content with your situa- 
tion V asked she. . 

<< * Oh no !' I exclaimed, * I am very 
miserable.' 
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•> * Tell mc/ sakl she, « what \9 the 
cause of jour unbappioess? You look 
very ill.* 

•* * Yes/ answered f , < I am often Tcry 
ill, bi^t I dare not stay to tell you now. 
If I aoi missed oat of the shop, they will 
scold and swear at me aM da}, and per- 
haps my aunt will give me no dionerior 
beat me.* 

/ ** * Poor child I' said the lady, in a 
tone jof jjreat compassion, * have you any 
parents ? Tell me all about your situa- 
tion ; perhaps I may be able to assist 
you.* 

f* Encouraged by her kindness, and 
for a moment^ forgetting the fear 1 con- 
stantly felt of those with whom I lived, 
in as fpw words as possible I told her my 
melancholy little history^ ending with 
my deterniinaiion to run away from my 
present wretched situation, and, if possi- 
ble, get back to my brothers. 

^* The lady considered for a moment, 
then looking al me, with eyes full of ten- 
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demess, she said * my poor child, such a 
journey, taken alone, at yodr age, and ia 
jour afafe of health, would be attended 
wi^h many dangers ; and should you 
arri%e aafe at the end of il^ your brothers 
may have quitted the places in which 
you left fhem. Something better may be 
thought of for yoii.* Tlien after reflec- 
ting again for a moiient, ' will you,* said 
she, * coine and live with me V 

*^ Never shall i forget the sudden rush 
of }oy which at that moment filled my 
heart ; * Ob yes!' 1 exclaimed, * I will 
live and die with you, I will serve your 
by night and by day, and follow you all 
over the world.' 

^* * I hope I shall not require such 
proofs of your attachment,' said the ladj 
with a benevolent smile, * I shall only 
expect that you will be faithful, modest, 
and attentive to all my directions. Oo 
bo<ne, and be obedient to your aunt until 
to-morrow, when I wilt call and see what 
I caa do for you : i should,' continued 
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she, * have given jpu a reward in monej, 
for jour honesty in returning my purse ; 
but I will keep it for the purpose of 
clothing youy when you are, as I hope 
you soon will be, my servant.' So say- 
ing she smiled upon me, at the same time 
gently inclining her heiid, and walked 
forward. ' 

^* I stood gazing after her, until she 
wais quite out of sight, and tiien slowly- 
returned towards my prisoQ, quite lost in 
the sweet hopes and expectations which 
had been so newly raised in my bosom. 
Out of this happy waking dream I was 
roused, upon entering the shop, by the 
9ight of Mr. and Mrs. Jones, and my aunf, 
. who all at once set upon me with a tor- 
rent of reproaches^ oaths and threatenings^ 
for having dared to' leave the shop in Iheir 
absence. As I had certainly been guilty 
of a fault in so doing, 1 ought to have 
told them where I had been, and to have 
bagged pardon. But I knew they would 
be very angry with me for not bringing 



The Hiamy of Eknor WiUianis. 37 

ibe puree to tii«ti], which, bad the j been, 
Jbooest people, I should have done ; but 
I koew them to be much otherwise, and 
that, had I takep it to them, nehher the 
ladj Dor myself would ever have seen 
any part of its contents. 

** I have already said that I had of late 
been in a growing habit of giving way to 
hatred and passion, of uttering false- 
hoods, almost without remembering that 
it was a crime tp do so, and of returning 
apart of the ill language I was constant- 
ly receiving. How thankful do I feel to 
my heavenly Father, foi" mercifully tak- 
ing me out of so miserable and dange- 
rous a situation, before I was entirely cor- 
rupted and made as wicked as those with 
wbofli I lived. 

*' Filled with the hope of being soon 
taken out of their hands, I sullenly refus- 
ed to tell them where I had been, or to 
promise never to commit the like fault 
a^ain : and upon threMening to turn me 
t>ut of the house, I told them I was 
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resolved to leave it as 1 would rather beg 
about the streets thay live with them any 
longer. 

*^ Mr. Jones threatened to horsewhip 
me, indeed I thought he would have done 
it ;^ and my aunt was in such a rage that 
she gavie me several violent biows; but 
I felt as if nothing they could say or da 
could make me afraid. I took a wicked 
pleasure in increasing their rage, particu- 
larly that of my aunt, whom I hated more 
than any of them. 

^< For that purpose I reproached her 
with having cheated my brothers out of 
thirty pounds, under pretence of support- 
ing me in credit and comfort and teach- 
ing me her business. This put her into 
such a passion that she snatched up a 
stool, which happened to stand bj her, 
and was upon the point of hurling it at 
my head when a gentleman entered the 
shop. 

*^ In a moment my aunt recovered the 
use of her reason ; she folded her bands 
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before her, dropped a courtesj, and with 
a fiiiniliog face enquired what the gentle- 
man pleased to want. Mrs. Jones walk- 
ed quietlj out of the shop, telling nie, in 
a calm voice, to follow her ; and her hus- 
band went, with the greatest composure, 
to reach such articles as his customer 
eaqoired for. 

" I have often since reflected upon 
Ibis scene, which placed the inexcusable- 
ness of giving way te passion in the 
strongest light. People often say thej_ 
caanot help going into passion ; yei I 
neter saw but the entrance of some per- 
son, whom they considered as greatly 
above them, one for whom they have a 
Ugh respect, or from whom they expect 
some considerabfe advantage, has instant- 
ly abated their fury if not entirely calm- 
ed it. They know that G^od is always 
present, that he hears all the oaths^ 
threats and falsehoods they utter, anci 
knows all the cruel and unjust wishes and 
desires which they sutfer their hearts to 
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barboyr* Aiid shall not his preseiice 
check Ibeir violence ? He who is the most 
powerful, the wisest,- and the best of all 
beings. Shall the presence of a man 
stop the career of oar folly, and shall we 
tlar« to disregard, to brave that of the 
Almighty ! — But to return ta my story. 

** All day my aunt continued to re- 
proach me for what she called my in- 
gratitude and folly : often telling me she 
wished I was fairly off her hands, and 
adding, that I was a poor, weakly, spirit- 
less thing, who would never be useful 
cither to myself or any body else. In- 
stead of crying and fretting as I used to 
do, I now felt a pleasure in saying what 
I knew would vex bet*; and I should 
have said much more than I did, had I 
not been restrained by fear. I have long 
been sensible that my conduct that even- 
ing, as well as upon many other occasions 
during my wretched abode in my aunt's 
house, was extremely wrong ; that in 
purposely provoking her to make use of 
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ittch expretsiont, ai it now sboGka me Xo 
Ibiak of, t was almost as guilty as ber* 
self: and 1 still tremble to tbink how near 
mj folly bad brought me to appearing- 
before my great and offended Judge, in 
a state most unfit (o enter into bis awful 
presepce ; having not only the weight of 
mj own habitual offences on my head, 
but the dreadful one of baying, by ray 
passionate provocations, caused a rash, 
imprincipled woman, to commit a murder. 
It is most dreadful to do any thing which 
we know to be wrong and offensive \o 
our Creator, and nothing can be more so 
Ihan intentionally causing a fellow-crea- 
tare to sin. 

'' I could not sleep during any part of 
the following night ; my mind was agitat- 
ed between hope and fear ; the hope of 
being released from my present wretched 
situation, and the fear of being disap- 
pointed: something I thought might hap- 
pen to the lady, she might be taken ill 
and die that very night; she might be 
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obliged to go out of town Qpon some or- 
g?iit business/ and so forget me ; she 
might, ii|^on farther consideration, change 
her generous intentions towards me ; nay, 
it was even possible she might only flat- 
ter me with a hope of being taken into 
her service, as an excuse for not givifig 
me any thing for restoring her purse. 
This last thought, however, I rejected, 
as unlikely in the highest degree : the 
respectabHity of her appearance, the 
manner in which she had spoken to me, 
and the b^nevolente of her countenance, 
removed every* apprehension of this 
kind. 

<< In the morning I arose with the dawli, 
and collecting all my small, stock of 
<:lothes, made them into ^ bundie, that I 
might be ready, at a moment's notice, 
should the lady come and offer to take 
me home with her.^ ; 

'' During the early part of the day, I 
was constantly peeping into the shop, and 
my ,heart beat violently whenever 1 heard 
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any oDe enter it. At last, as I was aatiat- 
ing my auot to prepare ^dinner in the 
titcbeo, Mr. Jones came to the door, 
and told ber that a ladj desired to speak 
with ber. ' Unperceived, I followed her 
to the end of the passage, which divided 
the kitchen from the shop ; whereupon 
looking in, to mj inexpressible jpj, I be* 
held tbe ladj. \ At first all my feelings 
were a tumnit of delight ; this quicklj 
changed to the most alarming fears, le&t 
my aunt should refuse to part with me, 
and the lady go away aipd leave me. AU 
most breathless, I listened, and heard 
her/ ask my aunt, if she had not a niece^ 
living with her, who was much out of 
health? 

'^ * Yes,' replied my aunt, < she is a 
poor, weakly^hing, who gives me more 
trouble, than her service is worth.' 

">Tfaen,'Teplied the lady, ^you would, 
perhaps, be glad to part with her, par- 
ticularly to one who is likely to take care 
of her, and afford her an opportunity of 
recovering her health.' 
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" * As to fhttt/ answered my aunt, 
she does what I want, Well etiougb ; and 
as I have tJlken hfer andisr toy 4Jare, I 
should not choose to part with her/ 

« * But/ said the lady, < if you can 
provide better for her than by i^eepiog 
her yourself, you will, by piirting with 
her, more perfectly fulfil your duty to- 
wards her. This part of the town in 
very close, and seems not to agree with 
her. I live in the country, and in my 
house she will probably recover her 
health.' 

" * Surely,' cried rtiy aunt, * she may- 
Jive where I do ; and pray what do you 
know of her ? and why should you care 
whether she be sick or well? 'tis pity 
but every body ifoufd mind their own 
business, they would find enough to do^ 
without meddling with what does not con- 
cern them.* 

** * Common humanity,' answered the 
lady, without appearing to notice her 
loud tone and insolent manner of speak- 
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ing, * shoi^ld make.every one feelcoocern* 
ed for those who are in want of necessa- 
ries^ and nothing is more necessary to 
our well-being in this world, than a tole- 
rable state of health, particularly to those 
who hav^ their bread to earn by their la- 
bonr. I saw your niece yesterday, and 
from her looks I am certain, that unless 
very great care is taken of her, she will 
not long, have the power to work for you 
or any body else. All constitutions are 
not equally able to bear close situations ; 
I plainly perceive that if your niece re- 
maina much longer with you, she will be- 
come a great trouble and expence to you : 
I live in the country, where I am to-mor- 
row going ; I will take her with me, if 
you will consent : and I have no doubt, 
but that, in a few months, her health will 
be restored. As for any wages,' con- 
tinued she, * that you may owe her, I do 
not regard' them, and you are welcome 
io keep any clothes she may have, to 
give to your next servant/ 
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** My auot answered^ that she could 
aflbrd (o clothe and pay her servants with- 
out her assistance; but added,^ if you 
have a fancy to the girl, e'en take her ;' 
so saying, she called me with all her 
might. I was not long in obeying the 
welcome summons. * Here, here is a lady 
who has taken a liking to you, and mnch 
good may you do her. Go,' continued 
she, ' wash your hands and face, and put 
on ^-*:r bonnet. I shaU be right glad to 
be rid of you before you are a farther 
expence and plague to me.* 

<^ I ran to do what I was oi^dered, and 
returned in a momeot with my little btfh- 
die under my arm. 

<< « What have you got Acre !' than- 
dered out my aunt ; 'are yoa about to 
rob me before you go.' 

** 1 answered that I had only got Uky 
dothes, and that if she chose it I would 
open the bundle and shew her what it 
contained ; upon which the bdy, with 
^eat calmness and digpity, bade me put 
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the parcel dawD» sayiog she did not wish 
me to bring any thing away with me. 
She then desired me to go and wish mj 
aant health and happiness before I le(t 
her; in obedience to which order I was 
moTing, though somewhat unwillingly, 
tdwards her, when she stepped forward, 
and rudely pushed me towards the door, 
ssyiugy * °one of your speeches ! 1 know 
you are glad at your heart to l^^are me, 
hot I hope you will live to repent and 
wish yourself here again*' 

*' ^ When yon are calm,' said the lady, 
< you will not, I hope, wish your niece so 
ill ; oo the contrary, I trust it will always 
be a comfort to you to reflect that she is 
fallen into good hands, and placed with 
one who will provide for all her reasona- 
ble wants, and endeavour to teach her 
her doty. And for your own sake, my 
good woman,' continued she, * 1 entreat 
you to remember that this world will not 
last for ever, but that, in a few years, 
they who live the longest must appear 
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before that awful judge, who knows not 
only our words and actions, but the very 
thoughts of our hearts, and who will re- 
ward or punish every one exactly in 
proportion to the good or evil he hath 
endeavoured to do in this world/ 

^' ^ It is nothing to you how Mive,' 
answered my aunt, half muttering to 
herself. ^ 1 suppose you are not to an- 
swer for me.' • No, certainly,' replied 
the lady, * every one must answer for 
himself; the sins of a multitude will not 
excuse one of your's, nor will the righ- 
teousness of all the good people who ever 
were born avail you any thing ; by your 
own conduct you must stand or fall: but 
if I had not given you my opitiion, and» as 
far as it is in my power ; warned you of 
the danger you appear to me to be in, I 
should have neglected what I think a 
very serious duty.' So saying, she turn- 
ed to an elderly looking woman, who 
stood unobserved by me, at the shop 
^door, and said, * Martha, take this child 
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home. I have a few calls to make and 
shall be with you by three o'clock.* 

^^ Mrs. Martha accordingly took me 
by the hand, and I left the house, in 
which I had been so truly unhappy, with 
a light heart. We soon came to the 
hoil^e of a respectable tradesman, in a 
street at a considerably distance from 
that m which my aqnt lived, where I 
found that Mrs. Gray, for that was the 
name of my dear benefactress, lodged. 

** Mrs. Martha told me that her mis- 
tress was one of the best women in the 
world, always doing good to one person 
or another ; that she had about a month 
before come to Gloucester upon particu-, 
lar business, and was to return to the 
neighbourhood of Bristol, where she usu- 
ally lived, the very next day, and to 
which place she had resolved to take me 
with her. 

" A little before three o'clock Mrs. 
Graj came home, and, in a manner the 
most kind, gave me a complete change 
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of neat plain clothes^ which she had pro* 
Yided for me^ sajiog I should make every 
thing for myself which I farther stood ia 
need of. When dinner was ready, I as* 
sisted Martha to lay the cloth and wait : 
my dear mistress saying, she wished me 
immediately to begin to learn to do 
whatever woald make me useful ; adding^ 
" I hope, Martha, £ienor will be a good 
girl, and prove a comfortable assistant to 
you ; your increasing infirmities require 
help. I will teach her all I know which 
is likely to be useful to her, and I have do 
doubt but you will act towards her in the 
same manner.' 

<< Martha answered, coldly, that she 
should be glad to teach me what she 
could, provided 1 would be attentive. < I 
hope,' added she, ^she has nothing of 
her aunt's temper about her. Indeed, 
madam, 1 wonder how yoq bore that 
woman's insolence ; for my part, I could 
hardly keep my hands from her.' 
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" * Would her violence/ ansn'ered Mrs. 
Oraj, * bave proved an j excuse fbr mine. 
Oo the contrary, as I have probablj been 
better fkught than she has, I should have 
been guilt j of a greater fault, for * where 
nocb is given, much will be required.' 
Besides, it is very wrong for any one to 
answer passionate people in their own 
^dj; by BO doing, you not only act as 
wrong as they do, but, by adding to their 
violence, increase their guilt, and of 
course yoor own ; for as there is nothing 
more worthy of a Christian than endeav- 
ing to turn the unrighteous from the 
evil of their ways, so is there nothing 
more truly wicked than being knowingly 
the cause of another's doing or speaking 
any thing whkh had been forbidden by 
the Almighty. 

<* These wdrds, which seemed to re- 
proach me for the frequent fits of vio« 
lence and ill temper, to which I had for 
some time past given way, and, particu- 
larly, for my late provoking behaviour to 
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my aunt, strongly impressed my mind, 
and laid the foundation for the conquest 
of my naturally warm temper, a con- 
quest, which, by the blessing Jk Ood 
tfpon my dear mistress's instructions and 
my own efforts, I have in a great meas- 
ure obtained. 

" On the following morning, a chaise 
drove to the door of the house in which 
my dear mistress lodged ; into which I 
followed her and Mrs. Martha, with feel* 
ings of delight and thankfulness which it 
is difBcult to describe. On the eveoiag 
of the same day we arrived in this vil- 
lage, where I have lived ever since, and 
where 1 hope to pass the short remnant 
of my life. Nay, do not sigh, my dear 
Fanny, its teraainatioB will not be hasten- 
ed by our talking about it ; and as death 
miist one day be the lot of all, happy 
are they who can think and speak of it 
without terror. 

** I have often pointed out to you the 
house, now inhabited by Mr. Wilson, 
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where Mrs. Sray foroierlj lived. In 
lite coarse of oor journey, I fonnd that 
Martha was distantly related to her mis* 
tressy and had lived with her many years, 
during which time, she had been treated 
by her with uncommon condescension 
and kindness. 

<< Upon our entering her house, she 
said, *my good Martha, I hope your 
young assistant will prove a great com- 
fort and help to your declining age ; and 
I expect, Blenor, that you will observe 
her directions in every thing, and en- 
deavour to make yourself useful and 
agreeable to her. I shall, myself give you 
regular lessons, in reading, writing, ac- 
compts and needle-work, and if you do 
your own part, ( trust you will soon be- 
come an excellent servant, qualified to 
fill a place of business and trubt, in which 
case I shall not fail to recommend you.' 

<* With a grateful heart, I thanked her 
for her goodness, and with great sincerity 
assured her, that my whole study should 

No.X. 30 # 
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be to render myself useful to lier, aod. 
tfiat I wouldi to tbe best of my power, 
endeavour to do every thing which either 
she, or Mrs. Martha would have tbe 
goodness to teach me. 

*< < That,' replied my dear mistresa^ 
* is all I require. I only desire you to 
be a true friend to yourself, to act in 
such a manner, as shall be most likely to. 
secure your comfort in this world, and 
certainly ensure to you everlasting hap- 
piness in that which is to come. Always, 
remember, that this can only be done by 
constantly and resolutely performing your 
duty. Never forget, that 6od sees you 
every moment, by day and by night*; 
that though, by pretending to honesty 
and goodness, you may, for a time;' im- 
pose upon your fellow*creaturest yo 
cannot, for a moment, deceive Ood ; and 
that he will reward or punish you, exact- 
ly in proportion to the good or evil you 
have endeavoured to do. They who are 
the most good in this world, will be the 
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most h|pp7 ID the next ; aod they who 
are the most wicked will be the most 
severely punished.' 

"Whilst Mrs. Gray was speaking, I 
thought Martha looked upon me with a 
jealous eye, as if she feared that I should 
become her rival, in the favour of her .in- 
dulgent mistress. This suspicion wat 
soon confirmed by her whole behaviour. 
Although a skilful and honest servant, 
and much attached to her lady, over 
whom she possessed considerable influ- 
ence, she had many faults. Her temper 
was not naturally good, and the in* 
creasing infirmities of age, added to a 
rheumatic disorder, which gave her 
much pain, contributed to render it 
worse; besides this, she was so extreme* 
ly jealous, that every mark of kindness 
which I received from my mistress, in* 
creased her ill-humour. 

" At first I was far from bearing her 
peevish unreasonableness, as I ought to 
have done ; but Mrs. Gray, with the 
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most ufinrearieti kiadness, eii<}eftyDured 
to convince me, that I ought rather ta 
pitj than resent her ili-humour % repre* 
sentiogy that the task of instructing aa 
ignorant girl like mjself, was very fatir 
guing, and extremely trying to the tea|^ 
per, especially of one advanced in yearn, 
and in6rni in health, like poor MaJitba. 
She begged me to put myself in ber 
place ; an excellent method, for whikt we 
do so, we cannot err. very much in oor 
conduct towards others, if we regulate it 
by what we then feel to be right. B«t 
although she found so many excuses for 
Martha's impatience towards me, she 
never betrayed any herself, but, on the 
contrary, in the lessons which she, ac- 
cording to her promise, gave me, in reed- 
ing, writing, accompts and needle»work» 
sbe instructed me with such gentleness^ 
listened to my remarks, and answered 
my questions with such kindnens, that I 
found no hours so happy as those I sp^it 
with her in this manner, and I look back 
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upon them with a oiixtare of delight and 
tender regret, which makes the remem- 
brance tweet. 

' Her kind admonitions were not lost 
upon me : I soon began to see every 
thing in a juster light, and as she had ex- 
pressed it, rather to pity than resent 
Martha's ill-humour. This feeling hav- 
ing once taken possession of my heart, it 
naturally followed that I should endeav- 
our, to the best of my power, to oblige 
and to avoid irritating her. Although 
she continued very jealous of Mrs. 
Gray's increasing fondness for me, and 
had always a long fit of ilUtemper, after 
every little present I received from her, 
yet as I was very useful a^nd obliging to 
her, and bore her cross, unreasonable hu- 
mours patiently, they occurred much sel- 
domer, and remembering wi^at my dear 
mistress had formerly said t^ me upon 
this subject, I blessed Ood for enabling 
me, by nubduing my own temper, to im- 
prove hers* . 
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"Ercry Sunday I was in thebabit of 
vralking .with Mrs. Gray to Bristol^ if 
the weather was fine ; when it waa ofbcir- 
wise, she always hired a coacb, and both 
Martha, who was too infirm to walb so 
far, and myself accompanied her thither, 
to attend, the public worship of God, Mjr 
mistress scarcely ever indulged herself 
with the use of a coach upon any other 
occasion; her income was not large^and 
the made so good a use of her money, 
that she seldom spent any upon aoiuso* 
' ment, or things which she could convex 
nJently do wrtbout. « 

^ Sunday was always a day of ple»» 
sore and delight, as welt as of impro^re^ 
ment to me. My dear mistress was 
always in the kindest and sweetest firaom 
of mind ; — she was never other,wise thatt 
good and kind ; bat upon the Sabbalby I 
used to think she appeared more thaa 
usually so. 

'* Our minister was an excellent nm« 
His manner of reading the scriplores ^ 
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BO knpressive, his prayers were deliver- 
ed with such huDiUe, though fervent de- 
rotioBf and his discourses were so filled 
with piety aod true Christian morality, 
that it was scarcely posaible to lislenat- 
teoUveiy io him, without learning to love 
and adore the beneficent Creator, and 
ardently wishing. to serve him, as accep* 
tably as our limited powers would per* 
fflit. 

" This worthy man was a widower ; 
lie had one daughter, about my own age, 
whom he brought up to be as pious and 
actively useful as himself. Their income 
was not large, so that although they gave 
away as much money as they could pos- 
sibly aSbrd, they were often obliged to 
deny themselves, what was to them the 
highest of all gratifications, that of re- 
lieving distress, to the full extent of their 
wishes. Their power to give money 
was limited, but their desire to do good 
was without bounds ; and this desire in- 
structed them m the means of being 
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useful, in many other ways. All wlio 
wanted advice knew where to apply for 
it, our excellent minister being, upon all 
occasions, equally willing and capable of 
giving it : nor did he, when it was in his 
power to be farther useful, rest satisfied 
with merely giving his advice ; be 
thought no trouble too great, when it af- 
forded him an opportunity of perforai- 
ing an act of justice or kindness. His 
amiable daughter constantly attended a 
Sunday-school, which her father had 
established ; out of which she selected 
twelve children of good capacities^ whom 
«he instructed twice a week at her owrr 
house in writing and accompts, and the 
girls also in needle-work. She was as dili- 
gent and kind in her attentions to the 
sick and afflicted as her father : he had 
trained her in the paths of virtue and 
usefulness, and taught her, like himsetf, 
to imitate the perfect pattern of every 
human excellence, which was given to 
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the world b j oar great instructot, Jesus 
Christ. 

<* With this worthy father and daugh* 
ter, Mrs. Oray was on terms of great 
intioiacy. When she walked to Bristol 
she frequently dined at their bouse, at 
which times I was always desired to do 
the same. Their principal servant was 
a woman of respectable character and 
manners, who had lived witn her master 
from the time of his marriage, and had 
the interest and comfort, both of himself 
and his daughter, as much at heart as her 
own. 

" From Mrs. Sarah, (such was I he 
name of this worthy woman,) I received 
none but the best advice and example ; 
but this was far from being the case with 
the generality of those with whom I oc- 
casionally conversed. My mialress visit- 
ed a few genteel families who lived in or 
near this village : their servants some- 
times called at her house with messages, ^ 
and I was sometimes sent to theirs. By 

Ko. X. 31 
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degrees I became acquaiiitecl with seve- 
ral jouog womeo, who dressed much 
smarter than myself^ and with whom, as 
my mistress had for some time past al- 
lowed me wages, I thought myself fully 
upoD an equality. Nothing, I imagined, 
gave them any advantage over me, but 
their dressing finer, for whilst Mrs. Gray 
bought my clothes, which she did until 
I was seventeen years of age, she never 
permitted me to wear any thing showy, 
although my dress waa always very neat. 
As soon, therefore, as I got possessed of 
a few guineas, I resolved to buy myself 
such kind of clothes as I saw these 
young women wear, and had I lived with 
a mistress who had disregarded, the true 
interest of her servants, I should scN>n 
hsfve become like thetn in every thing ;— 
as vain, thoughtless and extravagant in 
my youth, and as poor, onprincipled and 
wretched in my old age. But no sooner 
did Mrs. Gray see my new trumpery, for 
such ray fine gown, shoes and bonnet ap« 
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peared in her eye«, than she moBt kindly 
condescended to represent to me the fol- 
ly and e?H consequences of giving way . 
to such inclinations as I then appeared 
to entertain. 

** She asked me» whether I thought 
any worthy sensible person, our good 
minister, for example, or his amiable 
daughter, or their respectable servant, 
would think better of me, or speak more 
kindly to me, in the dress I then wore, 
than in the plain neat clothes I used to 
appear in ? She asked me, whether I 
had observed that those yoong women 
who dressed the finest, did the best in 
the world ; or whether, on the contrary, 
they were not, in general, unfaithful ser» 
vants, spending every shilling they got, 
and valued by nobody, and if they mar- 
ried, poor, miserable, and too often dis- 
honest f She asked me, whether I would 
rather be such a despised, wretched and 
guilty creature, or such a respectable, 
worthy,, contented woman as Mrs. Sarah ? 
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* You may,' said she, * becoflae whii^h 70a 
please. The vain aod thoughtless sel- 
dom stop at vanitj and thoughtlessness : 
from them thejr generally by degrees 
fall into deceit and dishonesty. If you 
spend €very shilling you have in useless 
finery, you will not beat all better satisfied 
with your dress than you are at present, 
for you will still see numbers who are 
finer •than you, and they again are ea* 
vying those who possess what they can- 
not obtain. Thus vanity is never to he 
satisfied ; it keeps the mind in a constant 
state of uneasiness, and. often leads to 
acts of dishonesty, which end in disgrace 
and ruin.' 

" Would tnistresses often condecend 
thus to reason with, and watch the con* 
duct of their servants, many a poor ig* 
Dorant creature would be instructed ; 
many a vain and thoughtless one be 
brought to see things with the eyes of 
reason and understanding. But few la- 
dies will give themselves so much trou- 



ble. lo geiMral, provided their busiDess 
be properly performed, thej care not 
what use their aervants make of their lit* 
tie prbperty, never represent to then 
what a supply the savings of youth may 
affi>rd to the wanta of age, or how little 
real credit or respectability, in any rank 
of life, depends upon fine clothing, how 
much upon understanding, usefulness and 
virtuous conduct. How greatly should 
Servants be obliged to those masters or 
mistresses who have the goodness to take 
such pains to promote their present and 
future welfare ! Hard and insensible must 
that heart be, which^ does not feel such 
kindness. Mine was not, I thank God, 
80 lost to gratitude and affection. I felt 
the force'of all my dear mistress said. 
I sincerely thanked her for the kind 
trouble she took to place things before 
me in a clear and plain light, to prevent 
my being dazzled t>y woirthless trifles, 
which, though they at first appear of 
little importance, often, lead, by their 
No. X. 31 * 
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consequences, to inconvebieoce, distress 
and guilt. 

*< I immediately set about altering my 
Qevr. clothes into plainer forms. My 
mind rose, as it were, above such 'fop- 
pery, and instead of wishing for showy 
dresses, I began to pride myself upon 
always appearing* neat and clean, at tbe 
smallest expence, and keeping my clothes, 
good, as long as possible. 

'* Poor old Martha's rheumatic com- 
plaint now increased so much that she 
could scarcely do any thing ; whicb,^ 
although I was sorry for her sufferings, 
was a great advantage to me, as her wiah 
\o be relieved from employments which 
fatigued her, induced her to teach me 
many things, of which, could she have 
done them herself with comfort, her jeal- 
ous temper ^ould have made her wish 
me to remain ignorant. As standing 
long . near . tbe fire, overcame her, she 
taught me to cook; and as her rheuma- 
tism made ironing and plaiting painful to 
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her, she iostructed me in these likewise, 
and as I had a great desire to Uarn, I 
soon became as 'good a cook and laun« 
dress as herself. Martha being unable 
to walk to Bristol, I was now trusted to 
boj all the meat and common things 
which Mrs. Gray wanted from thence. 
Asi was active and healthy, all these 
various employments were sources of 
pleasure to me, particularly as they ren- 
dered me more useful and agreeable to 
my dear mistress, to whom I became 
.daily more strongly attached. 

** Hitherto my temptations to do wrong, 
since I came to live with Mrs. Gray, bad 
been confined to the indulgence of anger 
and vanity, both which, as you have 
heard, ray dear child, I was, by her good 
advice, and the blessing of God upon my 
own efforts, enabled to surmount ; but 
now accident threw one in my way which 
I can never be sufficiently thankful 
that* I did not yield to, since, had I 
done so, it is impossible to say to what 
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crimeB it might have led me. lostead of 
being able to look to the fotiire with 
bumble coDfideoce, and upon the past 
with grateful satisfactiooi I might, had 
my life been spared until now, have been 
|i guilty, miserable creature, without 
hope or consolation ; for the path of wick* 
edneds is a downward path, and if 
we permit ourselves to take one step 
therein, the next will be more steep and 
slippery* Very few people suffer them* 
selves knowingly io do one bad action, 
without afterwards falling into the com- 
mission of many more* 

** Since my foolish liking for finery 
had been subdued, I had saved some* 
thing out of every half-year's wages 
which I received from my mistress. It 
was with infinite satisfaction I saw my 
little treasure increase, and I looked 
forward with delight to the time when it 
would be sufl&ciently large to put out to 
interest; by which means, 1 should havo, 
as it were, constantly incii^easing wages 
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to receiire. It is not only right, but 
meritorious, in the poor to be saving and 
desirous of laying by for the supply of 
fatare wants ; but then it should be done 
with moderation. When otir blessed 
Saviour instructs us not to be anxious for 
the qaorrow, the meaning, as far as it con* 
cerns us in these days is, to forbid us 
from setting our hearts upon (he things 
of this world, to a degree which shall 
cause us to neglect those of a better, and^ 
much more, our saerificing our honesty 
or sincerity as a meansof obtaining them. 
An over anxious desire to become rich 
or to improve our circiimstances is as 
dangeroiis, though to the young, not so 
common a temptation, as vanity and ihe 
love of pleasure* Both equally tend to 
the broad way which leadeth to destruc- 
tion, and both are equally to be avoid- 
ed, 

" I wa^ sometimes trusted by my 
mistress with the payment of bills. One 
day I had a( pretty large one to discharge 
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with her grocer, the money for which 
was folded in a piece of paper, together 
with the^ account* Upon looking it over 
in the shop, I found Mrs. Gray had, in- 
stead of one ten pound bank note, given 
me two, which stuck so closely together 
that I could scarcely part them* 1 took 
no notice of this at the time ; but, having 
paid the grocer and taken his receipt, I 
put the spare note into my pocket and 
set out home. As I walked along I con- 
sidered how rich this small sum, which 
Mrs. Oray would never miss, would 
make me. The reasons which principal* 
ly induced me to restore her purse sub- 
sisted no fonger ; I couM keep it a year 
or two ; and then, as I was knawn to 
receive wages, my possessing such a 
sum would not excite any suspicion. 
Should my mistress, which was very 
unlikely, discover that she had given me 
two notes, I could pretend that I had 
not observed it, b^t paid, them both 
away ; this I knew she would not be abla 
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to disproire, and I bad reason to thiok 
she w6iild beliere me at once. Tfaua^ il 
appeared to me impotaible that my di^ 
honesty could ever be found out and I 
felt strongly tempted to keep t^e note, 
aitbougb the consciousness of the crime 
I should commit in tbe sight of Ood, and 
the wicked return 1 should make for all 
mj dear benefactress's kindnesSi stung 
me to the heart. I was still uodetermin'^ 
ed when I reached tbe village church* 
jardy the sight of which brought to my 
mind tbe question, ^ When I come to be 
laid in my grave, what good will thb ill* 
gotten money do me V My thoughts did 
BOt stop here ; ) pictured to myself tbe 
day of judgment, and shuddered at the 
idea of appearing before our just and 
righteous Judge with such a crime upon 
my conscience. I no longer hesitated ^ 
but, resolving to return the note, I quick- 
ened my pace, that I might not have 
time for farther temptation. Mrs. Oray 
expressed herself much deligjbled with 
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my bonestfy and Said she could never 
fear to trust me after such a proof of it. 
Her praises, the confidence she declared 
she placed in me, together with my own 
approving conscience, made me feel so 
happy,. that, in the fulness of my heart, I 
ran to my ownixoom, and upon my knees 
returned thanks to God for enabling me 
to resist the trying temptation. From 
that time I can safely say I never, felt 
the least inclination to appropriate to my- 
self what belonged to another, although, 
during the years which have succeeded 
it, I have had many opportunities of 

• doing so without danger of detection. 
*^ For six years I continued thus daily 

improving in knowledge, usefulness, and 
the love and practice of what is good. 
I was now twenty years of age, and be« 
come so good a servant, that Martha, 
who could with difficulty walk, enjoyed 
complete rest. Besides this, thanks to 
my dear mistress, I read well, wrote a 
good hand, was ready at accompts, and 



Tim momy &fEtm&r WUHam. n 

an exGelleDt needle-woman. Pindiog that 
having my gowiiA made for tbe cost more 
money than I' liked to ipare, I anmade 
ao old one ami having cut out that which 
I intended to make by it, put it together 
by one which fitted me, and succeeded ao . 
welly that I afterwards not only made all 
my own, but made and altered several for 
Martha; and at last my mistress kindly 
permitted me to make hers. In the 
same manner I afterwards taught myself 
to make caps, bonnets, and other articles 
of dress, all which saved me a great deal 
of unnecessary expense at the time, and 
has since been of infinite use, not only to 
myself, but also to one whose welfare 
was dearer to W'^ than my own. But 
I will not anticipate. 

** About six months after this period, a 
nephew of Mrs. Gray's, her only near re- 
lation, of whom she was very fond, came 
with his wife and a son, about three years 
old, to pay her a visit. Mr.. Gray was a 
handsome, genteel young man, but had 

No. X. 32 
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soanethiDg rather too bold and fashiona- 
ble in his look and manner to suit what I 
considered as an appearance of prudence 
or goodness' of heart. His wife was a 
▼ain, weaic, pretty woman ; but little 
George was oue of the sweetest children 
I ever met with, and interested me the 
more from his being much out of health. 
Mr. Oray's father had brought him up to 
business, and at his death left htm in cir- 
cumstances to carry it on with comfort 
and respectability ; but he was not satis- 
fied with going on in the same safe, sfeady 
manner that his father had done, adding 
Biiiall sums yearly to his capital ; he 
wanted to place himself upon a par with 
the first merchants in London, to gain as 
much money and live in as high a style 
as they did* He told his aunt that were 
his capital four times as large, he could 
employ it to advantage in several foreign 
speculations, which he said would not fail 
to make his fortune in a very short time- 
Mrs. Oray know nothing of business, but 
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loYed her oepheWt and was by him per- 
suaded to withdraw three thousand pounds 
from the public funds and (end it to him. 
He was profuse in his acknowledgments, 
deckriag that he doubted not sf>on to 
double the suoi) and assuring his aunf that 
she should never suffer any inconv'eni* 
ence from her liberality, and the coi.fi- 
deoce she placed in him* 

*' Having obtained what was the real 
occasioo of this visit, Mr. Gray proposed 
to his wife retucniog to London, to which 
site, sick of the dull life she ted with us, 
gladly agreed : but as little George had 
derived much benefit from the country 
air, she hinted a wifth that he should he 
left behind* Mrs* Gray said she would 
willingly keep him, but thsft it would 
Dot be agreeable to her to let his maid, 
who was a dressy, noisy girl, remain 
with hiaa ; and never having been used to 
children, she feared to undertake the 
care of him* I immediately offered to 
take it entkeiy upon myself, which I was 
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permitted to do. Mr. Gray and bi$ vi£e 
flooo after took their leave of us; aa4 
dear little George, of whom I waa become 
rerjr fond, stayed behind. 

*^ Soon after they had left usy poor 
Martha became so ill, that she iras oblig- 
ed to keep her bed. H«r teniper, whic|i 
had alvrays beeo bad, was nqt improved 
by increasing paifl : but I bad acquired 
the habit of bearing wilb iU a«d I en- 
.deavQuredy as much a9 I wap. abie,,ti) cop- 
tribute to her comfort. I wqqld williog* 
]y, as far as it was io my pow?r, Jiave at- 
tended to her a»d the cbildi io addition 
to my usual busioessy but my 4^^^ fflia-'" 
tress thought that it would be more than 
I could do properly, anil therefore re* 
solved to hire another sarvant. As I 
was used to Martha's temper, and varj 
fond of the child, she determined that tbe 
care of them should entirely^ rest upon 
me ; and that I should besidea, wait upon 
her, and do her needlework }' leaving tbe 
cooking and hoiiaebold buswewi ta (he 
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neir •erraBt. She accordingly hired aa , 
agreeable looking youog womaiiy who 
brought a very favourable character from 
her last place which a short time proved 
she did not merit. 

*^ ft ia a very biameable kind of deception 
which some masters and mistresses, from 
a mistaken idea of good nature, are guilty 
of, in giving their servants false charac- 
ters when they leave them ; concealing 
their faults, and praising them for good 
qaalities they do not possess. It is a 
great injury to servants, for, as it prevents 
tbem, for a time at least, from feeling the 
consequences of their misconduct, it en- 
courages them to pursue the same course, 
instead of endeavouring to amend. A 
person who, deceived by a false charac- 
ter, places confidence in a bad unprinci- 
pled servant, will most probably suffer 
much imposition, and be shamefully rob* 
bed and cheated, before he is aware,of it. 
Nobody can wish to be deceived in this 
manner ; I wonder, therefore, how any 
No. X. 32 * 
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body can thus wilfully deceive an»tber« 
But to return to my storj : 

«' Margaret was a very skiifu! servant, 
and appeared so lively, entertaining and 
good-humoured, that I soon became very 
fond of her, and thought myself fortunate 
in having her for a companion, instead of 
poor Martha. 

** My new fellow servant and myself 
slept tos;ether : dear little George partook 
of Mrs. Oray^s hed, and Martha had a 
smalt one, in a little chamber within that 
of her indulgent mistress, which she used 
to occupy before I became one of tbe 
family. 

«* I was now again in great danger of 
being drawn aside from the path of recti* 
f ude, into which my dear mistress bad for 
so many years been endeavouring to lead 
me, and which L had found so 'delightful. 
No sooner did my fellow servant per* 
ceive she had gained an influence over 
my mind, than she began artfully to in* 
sinuate that Mrs. Gray, although a irery 



good vooiaiiy was nuch loo strict aboot^ 
trifles. She said it was cruel to deny a 
yoiHig girl sttch ionoceot pleasures (so 
she called them,) as daociog, Tisitiog, and 
card piajii^ ; and even went so far as to 
saj, there was no barsi in enjojing jibem 
secretlj, provided we neglected no part 
of our work for that purpose. 

'* Had she said all this at once, it would 
have opened nijr eyes to her character, 
and have preserved me from any danger 
of being corrupted by her : but it is diffi- 
celt to Goavey an idea, of the artful man- 
Wiv in which she went on, step by step, 
miBglttig flattery and ridicule with her ar- 
gufflents, and giving such tempting des- 
criptions of those pleasures, of which she 
wanted to persuade me to partake, that it 
was scarcely possible for a lively youn( 
woman of one and twenty, as I then was, 
to listea to her, without feeling a wish-to 
do so. As my wishes fc^ecame strongeri 
my opposition weakened ; and when Mar- 
garet aaw she had worked me up to the 
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state of mind which she desired, she pro- 
posed talcing me to a dance, at a public 
house in the Tillage, that night, after Mrs. 
Gray should be gone to bed. I was start- 
led at this proposal, but my wicked fel- 
low servant had already made me wish to 
go, and half by persuasion, half by ridi- 
cule, she at length overruled my scruples, 
and I Consented. From this you majr 
judge, oiy dear Fanny, what a dangerous 
thing an artful, unprincipled fellow ser* 
vant is." 

^^ Dangerous indeed," answered Fan- 
ny, *^ I am glad I am not likely to be ex- 
posed to such danger, by going into ser- 
Vice." 

" Ah, my child," said Mrs. Williams, 
shaking her head, ** if you imag^e, that, 
I^ecause you are not likely to go into ser- 
vice, you will be preserved from the dan- 
ger of meeting with artful and unprinci- 
pled companions, yon are deceived. In 
all classes, from the lowest to the high- 
est, there are people as wicked as Mar- 
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gwtU and tho^e vho are ao themweh^Mf 
ire alv^jrs deairoos to corrupt otbera." 

'< But/' aaid FaaojFt i' I wiU oeTer keep 
Bp aa acqUaiotance with aojr oae wlioiii 
yoa and anjr parenCa do not approve, and 
tbea I ahall be perfectly safe." 

*' You judge rightlj, and your reaolii* 
tiaoit a very proper one/' said Mrs. Wil- 
litaia, ^< bat reoieinber there ia very little 
probability tbat yoo will not, for Ibaoy 
yeara, jbo'left to your ovo guidancet aa it 
is vary unlikely you will not 8orvi?e botb 
yoar pareota and myself. Make the most 
than, eaj dearest girl, of tbe advaotagea 
our advice may afford you, whilst yea 
are so happy as to possess it, that should 
joit be deprived of if you may have laid 
up such a atore of wiadom, prudence, and 
Tirtaoua principles; as may enable yoa 
to collect yourself as those who most 
loved you would have wished." 

<* Oh, my d^r aunt/' eielaimed Fan* 
oy, riaing and embracing Mrs. Williama, 
with teara in her eyes, ** I shall be more 
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inexcusable tbaD any body, if I do not 
make a good womao, for how few have 
sucb frieods as I am blessed with." 

Mrs. Williains folded the amiable girl 
to her bosom« and a short silence sncceed- 
ed, after which she cootioued her storj^ 
as follows : 

** Not satisfied with my clothes, Mar* 
garet made me put on some of her finery ; 
but far from being pleased with mj ap- 
pearanc^ when I looked at myself in the 
glass, 1 thought I so much resembled the 
painted Jezebel of the scriptures, that I 
could hardly be persuaded to keep them 
^on« As soon as f entered the room, sev- 
eral men gathered round me, and began to 
pay me foolish compliments ; but this, 
instead of giving me pleasure, only con- 
fused and abashed* me. I was both 
shocked and surprised to see Margaret^ 
whom I had hitherto believed to be a mod* 
est young woman, talking and laughing 
with them, and suflfering them to take 
what I considered as very improper lib- 
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erHes wifb her. To one young man, in 
particotar^her behaviour waa so extremelj 
unbecoming, that I cou4d not help remon- 
strating with her upon it, in a low voice ; 
but she only laughed, called me a prude, 
and desired me to keep my sermons to 
myself. The company consisted chiefly 
of the servants of the neighbourhood, who 
ail seeoied to enjoy themselves very 
much, which was far from being the case 
with me; for besides that the conversation 
I heard was extremely disagreeable to me, 
the comiciousness that I was deceiving my 
mistresSf and doing what she had forbid- 
deOf effectually prevented me from enjoy- 
ing any pleasure from the amusement for 
which 1 had thus sacrificed my duty. 

^' After dancing for some hours we 
retorned home ; but for no induce- 
ment would I pass such another night as 
that which followed my act 'of disobedi* 
eoce. Instead of falling into a sweet and 
refreahiDf sleep as 1 used to do, and 
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awakeoing cheerful and happy, I lay sjgfa. 
ing, weepiftg, and iajnentiiig the fault I 
had been led into ; and aa toon as Marga* 
ret opened her eyes the next mOrntng^ I 
began to tdl her what I had suffered, pro- 
testing that I would- not for the world go 
out secretly, or disobey and deceive oiy 
mistress again, and earnestly entreated 
her to make the same resolution. At 
first she only ridiculed me, but finding me 
determined, she changed her toq^e, and 
said, in a threatening manner, ' for your- 
self you may do as you please, but mind 
what I say, Elenor, if you betray me you 
shall repent it.* 

<* * I can never suffer so much from a 
right action,* replied I, * as I have done 
froip a wrong one. ' It is not only my 
duty not to deceive my mistress myself, 
but, if possible, to prevent any one else 
from doing so ; therefore I give you fair 
warning, that if you ever again go out at 
night, or do any thing she hat forbidden, 
I will inform her.* 
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^'Jost ts you pleaie,' said Marga- 
ret, IB a vbleot fiassioD, ^just aa jou 
pl^ase^ and I too give you fair warnings 
tbat if you get aie turoed away, Til ruin 
yoar cbaracter.' 

<<<Tbat/ replied I coolly, <is more 
easily said tban done ; for as I hope for 
the foture always to act uprightly, and 
never to do any thing I fear to have 
known, I can have little reason to dread 
any of your falsehoods/ 

"Being by this time dressed, I went 
down stairs and set about my work. The 
reaolii^ion I bad formed, made my mind 
a little easier, though I was still very 
unhappy, for I knew it was my duty to 
coofeaa ray fault to Mrs. Gray, which I 
felt gr^at reluctance to do. My mistress 
spoke to me with h6r usual kindness, but 
I coold not look her in the face; and 
when in the evening she called Margaret 
and myself into the parlour to read, as it 
was her custom frequently to do, I, for 
the first time, felt unwilling to obey the 

No. X. 3» 
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summons. The' chapter she selected 
was not calculated to reconcile me to 
myself; it was the sixth of Ephesians. 
The whole aflfected me deeply ; but when 
I came to that part, where servanis are 
commanded to be obedient to their 
masters, * not with eye service, as men 
pleasers, but as the servants of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart/ 
they seemed to apply so forcibly to me, 
that my voice faltered, I could proceed 
no further, but burst into tears, and upon 
Mrs. Gray's tenderly enquiring what 
was the matter, I- confessed the whole 
affair, as far as it related to myself, bat 
mentioned nothing about Margaret. Mrs« 
Gray talked very seriously to me for 
some time, and concluded by saying, 
she hoped and believed, from my honest 
confession and the sorrow I appeared to 
feel for my fttult, it would never be re- 
peated. 

<^ Whilst I was speaking, Margaret's 
countenance underwent so many changes 
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as to excite Mrs. Gray'i saspicionsy but, 
upon being aaked whether she bad like* 
wise gone to the daoce, she answered,/ 
*No, Madam, I did^not: Elenor never 
asked me to go with her.' 

** Mrs. Gray shook her head, saying, 
^For your sake, much more than my 
own, I wish you may speak the truth, 
although ( fear you do not.' Then turn- 
ing to me, * remember, Elenor,' said she, 
<a servant does but half her duty, who 
permits others to deceive her mistress* 
although she does it not herself. I will 
not at present ask either of you,' added 
she, * any more questions, because I will 
not tempt you to be guilty of falsehoods, 
but remember what I have said to you, 
and in future, act as you will wish you 
had done, when your last hour arrives.' 

** I blushed deeply, and left the par- 
lour almost as much dissatisfied with 
myself as ever ; and Margaret finding me 
still more firmly resolved to tell of her, 
if ever she did any thing which my mis> 
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tress bad forbidden, treated me in tbt 
most spiteful* maDOer; wbicb, togefiier 
with the bad opinion I had lately formed 
' of her, so completely changed my foad- 
ness into dislike and abhorrence, that I 
would gladly have bad poor Martha 
agajn for my companion, howeTer ill* 
tempered she was, rather than one to 
live peaceably with whom I must make 
myself, in a degree, guilty of »o mttcb 
deceit and improper cooditcl, by am* 
cealing it. 

*^ Soon after this unpleasant distur- 
bance to my peace, poor Martha became 
more than usually ill, and altliougfa the 
best me(^cal advice was procured for 
her, she every day grew worse. I aat 
up with ber every night during a fortnight, 
and had the comfort to find, contrary to 
my expectations, that she bOre the ex- 
treme pain she now endured, with far grea- 
ter patience than she had done the smaller 
degrees of it, which she had hitherto felt. 
She constantly expressed the greatest 
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williDgoess to die: tbaoked her dear 
miatresB for all her past goodness, aod 
me^ for the patience with which I had 
borne with her so long and so kindlj. 
She frequently and earoesHj besought 
of her Almighty Father^ the pardon of 
all her offences ; declaring her entire 
confidence in his infinite mercy, as pro- 
mhed to all penitent sinners, by his Son 
Jesus Christ ; and thanking him for hav- 
ing enabled her to pass through the 
world, in the midst of many and great 
temptations, with perfect honesty. This 
was to her an inexpressible comfort. 
She had never been unfaithful to the 
trust reposed in her, nor the means of 
corrupting others. 

<* Soon after her death, Mr. Oray 
arrived. He came to f^tch away his 
little boy. My mistress was very un- 
willing to part with him, for he was a 
sweet tempered sensible little creature, 
and had so greatly engaged her affec- 
tions that, as the country agreed 410 well 
No. X. 33 * 
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with hitD^ she wished him to have staid 
with her at least another year. Mr^ Gray 
thanked her for the care she bad taken 
of him, and praised his improved looks 
and manners, saying, that he should, for 
his own part, have been very ^lad to 
leave him longer with his aunt, but that 
his wife longed to see him, and being 
shortly to spend a month or six weeks at 
a watering-place, had resolved to take 
him with her. He told Mrs. Gray that ' 
the sum of money she had lent him, had 
been of great use to his business, that 
nothing could go on more prosperously 
than it did, and that he doubted not, in 
a few years, to be able to repay her, and 
yet retain in his hands a capital equal to 
his wishes. Before he left us, he thank- 
ed me also, for the trouble I had taken 
with dear little George, and offered me a 
considerable sum of money, but this I 
begged leave to Refuse, as I knew my 
mistress would be offended, did she know 
I accepted it ; and I was resolved never 
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more to do any tbing secretly, or which 
I thought she would not approve ; be- 
sides, I so sincerely loved the dear child, 
that whatever I had done for him, during 
the year he had lived with us, had been 
a pleasure instead of a trouble to me. 
And now, Martha being dead, and poor 
George gone, I found myself almost with- 
out business, for young and active as I 
then was, waiting upon, and working for 
my mistress, seemed a life of idleness. 
Whether she would have continued to 
have kept both me and Margaret, I know 
not ; but if such was her intention, a cir- 
cumstance happened a few days after 
Mr. Gray's departure, which determined 
her to the contrary. 

" Margaret and I had lived very un- 
comfortably together, ever since the alBair 
of the dance, but as she had not, to my 
knowledge, done any thing Which was 
dishonest, or injurious to my mistress, or 
contrary to her orders, I bore her ill- 
nature without complaining, taking care 
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by my good behaviour to put it out of 
her power to prejudice my mistress 
against me, as she would, I knew, gladly 
have done, could she have found any^ 
shadow of a fault of which to accuse 
me: but I did not yet know all her evil' 
practices. 

'< One evening my mistress was en- 
gaged to drink tea with an acquaintance 
in the neighbourhood. She had not 
been long gone, when the same young 
man whom I had seen so improperly fa- 
miliar with Margaret at the dance, en- 
tered, and she, who had gone up stairs a 
few minutes before, made her appear- 
ance, dressed out in a manner which 
shewed phe expected his visit. After 
exchanging a few words in their usual 
free manner, she went to the pantry and 
brought out some cold meat, which she 
placed before him. I told her that giving 
away her mistress's provisions, was a 
complete robbery, that she had no right 
to admit any body iato the house in her 
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absence, and added, ibat if sbe did not 
iaimedlately send htm awaj, and take*, 
back tbe meat, I would inform M ns. Oray 
both of that and of her having been at 
the dance. Regardless of what I said, 
the drew a jug of beer, and desired the 
young man not to mind me ; adding, * I 
know she will not Tenture to tell of ua. 
It is bard indeed if I may not now and 
then see a friend ! A mighty matter to 
make such a fuss about.' 

*<I answered, that, if there was no- 
thing wrong in it, sbe could hare no 
objectrqn to my telling the whole affair 
to my mistress. She bade tne do it at 
my perif. The young man then said, I 
looked too sensible and good-natured to 
hurt a fellow-servant ; to which I replied, 
that if I had good sense, it ought to pre- 
serve me from doing wrong ; and that it 
would shew more rc;al good nature to 
check and expose the first approaches to 
dishonesty and wickedness in another, 
than by concealing to encourage them, 
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and so becomei perhaps, the principal 
cause of a fellow-creature's disgrace aad 
ruin. I then left them, and going into 
my own room, remained their until Mrs. 
Gray's return ; when, in Margaret's pre- 
sence, I told her all which had happened 
during that evening, and likewise, the 
part which Margaret had acted in ia« 
ducing me to commit the fault I had 
some time before acknowledged to her. 
Mrs. .Gray said, she was shocked, thougtt 
not surprised at this account. * Her 
looks,' added she, ^ whilst you, Elenor, 
were owning to me that you had been at 
the dance, led me to believe her also 
guilty, although she denied it, and having 
conceived this idea, I was resolved to 
watch her narrowly, and should sooner 
or later have found her out ; and you 
may conceive whether I should then have 
had as good an opinion of you, as I have 
non^.' 

•" She then talked to Margaret for 
some time in a very serious and im« 
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presBive manoer ; after which she dismis- 
fied her, without any character. When 
she wat gone, my mistress asked me 
whether I should have any objection to 
undertaking the whole business of her 
place. She said, that as she required 
very little waiting upon, she thought it 
would be no more than full and comfor* 
table employment for me ; and that she 
had too good an opinion of me, t»> believe 
I wished to be idle : adding, that if I 
accepted her offer, she would give me 
the same wages, she had allowed to 
Martha. I gladly complied with this 
kind proposal ; the advance in my wages 
was very agreeable to me ; I knew that I 
was quite equal to the task I was about 
to undertake, and I resolved to contri- 
bute to the utmost of my power, to render 
my dear mistress's life, easy and com* 
fortable* 

<^I soon heard from many qiiapters 
that Margaret was doing ail in her power 
to injure my character ; but this gave me 
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DO uneasiness. When people allow them* 
selves to do a good deal that is wroogy 
thej have occasion to fear that much will 
bj common report be added to it ; but & 
yoiing woman who is perfectly modeat, 
honest, and desirous of doing her dutj, 
to the best of her knowledge and abilitj, 
need not fear the po.wer of evil tongues ; 
her life will be a daily contradiction to 
any malicious reports which may be rais- 
ed concerning her : they will only lead 
people to enquire about her, and the con-* 
sequence will be, that the more she U 
known^ the more her conduct will be ap« 
proved by all worthy persons. So it 
happened with me, and so I have coi>- 
stantly observed it does to every virtu- 
ous person of whom falsehoods are told. 
They may prevail for a short time, but 
truth will quickly appear, and all the dis- 
grace which was attempted to be thrown 
upon the innocent accused, will fall upon 
the cruel and unjust accuser. 
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''I believe jery few huoian beings 
beve eojojed mpre contentoient and sa- 
tisfactioo than 1 did in mj new Bituation. 
It was now more than ever in my power 
to contribute to my dear mistreira's com- 
fort, besides vbich I found means df be- 
ing useful in many ways to my poor neigh- 
boors. Mrs. Gray frequently gave jelly, 
sago and other. nourishing things to the 
poor people when they were sick ; be- 
sides sending them soup, made by slowly 
stewing lean pieces of meat cut small, 
with onions and proper seasoning, to 
which adding all the bones from roasted 
meat, well brofeen, and*stewed with the 
other ingredients all together ; she hoped 
would once or twice a week, supply a 
poor family or two, with a nourishing and 
savoury meal. As she did not under- 
stand cookery, this used to be left to 
Margaret. It now became my business, 
and 1 took such pains to make the most 
of every thing, that the quantity of soup 
I made each week, was not only larger, 

No. X. 34 
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but much better than it had ever before 
been. In the distribution of it, I endeav- 
oured exactly to'proportion each familj's 
share to the number of individuals it con- 
tained, always selecting them from those 
who stood most in need of such relief. I 
likewise took such care to cook all their 
little sick messes in the most delicate 
manner, that I am sure thej did double 
good. Add to these sources of happi- 
ness, that my wages were now so large 
that as I continued to dress in the same 
plain manner, and to take as much care 
as ever of my clothes, I each year added 
a pretty little sum to what I had already 
saved ; for from the first of my receiving 
wages, I had every year laid by some- 
thing. 

"About this time our worthy and 
much respected friend, Mr. Orant, pur- 
chased the estate on which he now lives, 
and came to reside at it. Mrs. -Gray had 
some knowledge of his family, and an in* 
timacy ensued, which was increased by 
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bis marriage with the daughter of our 
wortbj minister, then about tirenty years 
of age* This good gentleman undertook 
to keep my sayings for me, which he has 
ever since done, constantly adding the in- 
terest to the principal when it became 
due ; for I resolved as long as 1 had any 
other means of maintaining myself, not to 
touch either, unless I really wanted it, 
which, thank Jieayen ! I never did/' 

** Were yon not dull without any com- 
panion ?" asked Fanny. 

<* If by a companion you mean a fellow- 
servant," replied Mrs. Williams, *' both 
mine had been so different from what I 
either Uked or approved, that I should 
have preferred remaining without one, to 
running the risk of having another, per- 
haps equal^ undesirable, even had my 
, situation been a common one ; but I had 
many sourceji of improvement and happi- 
ness, which very few servants are so for- 
tunate as to enjoy. 
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<* Besides the great adrantage of every 
Sunday attending my mistress to join in 
divine worship, and bear the excellent 
discourses of our good minister, which 
were always full of knowledge, piety ^od 
instruction, I was now favoured with 
mtieh more of her conversatioti than 1 had 
hitherto been. I had the inexpressible 
pieasnre of perceiving that I every day 
became more Useful and agreeable to her* 
By degrees, she seemed almost to have 
forgotten that I was her servant, and to 
consider me as her friend and coaipan* 
ion; but I took care never to forget 
the respect which was dne t6 her* On 
week days, when I had finished my work, 
and she was atone, she permitted me to 
make tea for her ; after which I accom- 
panied her, on the saramer evenings, in 
a walk, and with her enjoyed the beaiiti* 
ful scenery with which this neightHHir* 
hood abounds. In the winter I used to 
read interesting and instructive books to 
her, and when she thought 1 appeared fa- 
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tigued she vould let me sit and werk with 
ber» when our coDFervation either turned 
on what we had been reading or some 
other equally pleasing subject, pnd mj 
dear benefactress always mingled instruc* . 
tion with amusement, in a manner at once 
so sweet, po ioterestingt so impressive, 
that I was never weary of listening to hei^. 
Indeed the love, gratitude, and venera- 
tion which 1 felt for this excellent woman 
were such as no words can do justice to, 
I longed for some opportunity of proving 
my sense of the innumerable favours I had 
received from her.. - Little cTid I either 
expect or wish for such a one as occurred 
a few years after." 

Here the clock striking eight, Mrs. 
Williams reminded Fanny that her moth- 
er would expect her home, for which rea- 
son she must defer relating the remainder 
of her history until the next evening, 
when, if she could obtain permission to 
come again, she would bring it to a con- 
clusion. Fanny thanked her for the 

No. X. 34* 
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amusement add inatriiGtion she bad alrea* 
dj afforded her, and, affect'foriately wish- 
ing her good night, (ooIe her leave. 
. After her young favoiirite waa gonci 
Mrs. WilliamB, as was her custom every 
night before she went to bed, read a few 
chapters in the Bible ; then, having offer- 
ed up her prajers and thanksgivings at 
the throne of mercy, retired to rest, 
her heart glowing with gratitude to Ood 
and benevolence towards her felIow-crea« 
tures. 

Early the next evening Fanny return- 
ed, and t!^a being over, Mrs. Williama 
pursued her narrative as follows : 

** Soon after my being established in 
the happy situation I have described, Mr. 
Gray paid his aunt another visit. He 
gave her a most flourishing account of bis 
business, declaring that if he had three 
thousand pounds more it would set him 
up completely ; for could he obtain that 
sum, in addition to what he already pot- 
sessed, he had now an opportunity of be- 
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eomiog one of the first mercbaots in Lon* 
don, by beiog admitted into partnerabip 
with a man of immense property. This 
vas all which remained of Mra. Oray'a 
fortiioe, exeept what she had before lent 
him, and he departed not ontil he had 
prevailed so far apon |ier too easy and 
too confiding temper, as to induce her to 
trust him with that also. Even then I 
feared what would be the consequence 
of thus placing her all in her nephew's 
hands. There was something in his look 
and way of talking which from the firat 
impressed me with the idea that he was 
estravagant and dissipated, and the event 
but too well justified my opinion. 

*^ For ten years nothfng occurred to 
interrupt my tranquillity. My constant 
endeavour to please Mrs. Gray, made 
ber love me with so truly maternal an af« 
fection, that all her joys, sorrows, hopes 
amd fears, were commanicated to me. I 
soon percerived that any body whom she 
lovedy might easily acquire an unbound- 
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ed influence orer her. She often conde* 
scended to ask my advice, and generally 
followed it ; but far from wishing to make 
an improper use of her confidence, 1 onlj 
felt doubly anxious to deserve the happi- 
ness of possessing it. She received fre* 
quent letters and occasional visits from 
her nephew. He told her that he bad 
been very ill-used^ and disappointed of 
bis hopes of the expected partnership, 
but that he was glad of it and likeiy to do 
better than if it had taken place. He 
still gave her the most encouraging ac- 
counts of his business, although I remark- 
ecT that he consitantly talked of future 
schemes for becoming rich ; and when 
asked whether his former ones had suc- 
ceeded, and if be had realised any thing, 
he returned evasive, unsatisfactory an* 
swers. He often pressed Mrs. Gray to 
visit him in London, but this, she who 
loved her own linle quiet retreat better 
than any other place, declined. 

"At the end of the ten happy years I 
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liave beeo describing) Mr. and Mrs* 
Grant and their family spent a month in 
liondon. In the first ritit the former 
made Mrs. Oray after their return I 'ob« 
aerred he looked unusaally gfave^ and I 
feared had something unpleasant to com* 
municate to her; nor iras I deceived*, 
It was not the will of her heavenly Path* 
er titat she should continue to enjoy 
such a state of uninterrupted tranquillity 
and happinesa. He saw fit to prove and 
itrengthen her virtue b^ a severe afflic- 
tbn, which, although it did not imtnedi* 
ately befall her, from that tiane appeared 
almost bevttaWe. 

*^ After kindly preparing her for the 
mfrfeasnnt tidings he brought^ Mr. Orant 
informed her, that during his stay in Lon<- 
dimi, be bad met with several ptople who 
were acquainted with her nephew ; that 
it was the opinion of them ail that he liv* 
ed much beyondMiis income, was deeply 
in debt had lost large sums by rash, for- 
eign specalations. He added thftt he 
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had been credibly informed, that a great 
part of the monej be first borrowed frcMn 
his worthj aunt had been appropriated to- 
the payment ot old debts. 

<*Mr8. Gray immediately wrote to her' 
nephew, telling him wUat she had heard, 
and conjuring him to retrench his ex« 
penses, endeavour to retreire his affairs^ 
and never, in future, venture upon any 
rash, foreign speculations. She concluded 
by reminding him tbat his roin ^ would 
cause her own. fn bis answer he assured 
her the report was wholly false, that fab 
circumstances were very prosperous, and 
begged her to make herself perfectly easy 
both on his account and her own. This, 
however, she had too great a reliance on 
Mr. Grant's veracity to be able to do, 
and in a: few-months her nephew's letters 
contained very different accounts from 
what they had formerly done. He no 
longer denied having bad great losses 
which embarrassed him much, but meiH 
tioned a hope he had of entering Into 
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partnership with an opulent, estahlifthed 
house, when bis gains would be so great 
that he should soon more than retrieve 
his afiairs. Mrs. Oraj, who was sick of 
schemes and expectations, became very 
Bueasj at this ^count, and I yentor- 
ed to advise Jier to call in as much 
money as, should her nephew fail, would 
keep her from want; but to this .he 
would not consent, * for,' said this excel* 
lent woman, < I have only the same right 
to his property, as the rest of his ^ credi- 
tors ; and were I to call in my money, and 
be should afterwards fail,- 1 should have 
defrauded them of part of their due, 
which I would rather work for my bread 
during the remainder of my life, than do.' 
<<I was deeply affected, and taking 
her band I pressed it to my lips, exclaim* 
ing, ' no, my dearest mistress, never, 
whilst I have life and health shall you be 
reduced to that necessity. Should you 
be deprived of your fortune 1 will main- 
tain you.' 
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^< < But hoir will you be able ?' asked 
Mrs. Orajr, smiling, though her eyes were 
filled with tears. 

<* * You Madam have put the means in- 
to my hands,' answered I. < I can make 
gowns and other articiel of dress, besides 
doing all kinds of plain work. I Will ex- 
ert all my powers to render your future - 
life comfortable. I will take a cottage 
and irork for hire. I doubt not but I 
shall get plenty of employment. In me 
you nfhall always find a faithful obedient 
servant, more than ever anxious to please 
and make you happy, and if you will give 
me your promise, that should the mis- 
fortune you dread befall you, you will let- 
me put this scheme into execution, I shall 
feel easy.' 

** * Be easy then, my dear, grateful, af- 
fectionate Elenor,' said she, embracing 
me ; * I have no rejations except my 
nephew and his family, and in the event 
you speak of, they will be unable to as- 
sist me. There is no one whom I love 
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as I dd you, aod I will accept your kind* 
oeaSy as I would that of a beloved daugh- 
ler ; that is to »ay, I will live with you, 
aod you shall maintain me, on condition 
that yoD let me do all in my power to- 
wards my own support.' ^ 

** I did not oppose her at Ae time, sd* 
though I secretly resolved that, should 
such a sad change take place in jier con* 
dition, she should still live in a situation 
as easy aod comfgrtabley as I had the 
power to proc4ire for her; for 1 could 
not endure the idea of her suffering any 
wants or inconveniences. 

** After this conversation, Mrs. Gray 
wrote her nephew several lettersi coo* 
juring him to tell her the truth in ragard 
to his affairs. At first she received eva- 
sive answer's, then none whatever, and at 
last a letter came to her from a third per- 
son, which, having perused, she put into 
my hands, saying, 'now my dear Elenor, 
you may put your scheme into execution 
as soon as you please/ 

No.X. 36 
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** I turned so sick and trembled so 
much, thai I could scarcelj hold the let- 
ter, which Mrs. Gray observing, said in 
a cheerful tone, * my child, any body who 
saw you at this moment, would think some 
imdden, unforeseen minfortune had befall- 
en US, instead of one which we have for 
more than twelve months been expect- 
ing/ 

"Encouraged by her composure to 
hope things were not so bad as I had 
feared, I ventured to read the letter, when 
I found that Mr. Gray had failed for a 
very large sum, and together with his 
wife and son, had left London and gone 
nobody knew whither, or if any did 
know they would not acknowledge it. It 
toifcluded by saying, that the creditors 
woutd not receive more than two shillings 
in the pound. The letter dropped from 
my hand, I remained motionless and had 
not a shower of tears come to my relief, I 
believe I should have fainted. Mrs. Gray 
suffered them to flow for some time, with- 
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out #0terruptiony antii seeiog me some- 
wbat more composed ahe took my hand, 
aod said in a leriousy thongb affectionate 
tone, ' my dear Eleoor, this is indeed a 
heavy misfortune, and I feel the value of 
your kind sympathy : but reipember, my 
cbild^ it cornea from the same source 
whence ail our blessings A>w. < Shall we 
receive good at the hands of 6od| and shall 
we not receive evil !' Shall I, whose path 
through life has hitherto been so smooth 
%nd even, murmur that now, when 1 am 
drawing near to its close, it becomes more 
ragged and steep ! Shall 1 forget tbar the 
glorious mansion of rest and happiness is 
still in view, and that although my natural 
relations fail to assist me in my journey to 
it, I have still your. arm to lean upon? 
PIo, let me ,w.ith humble gratitude ac- 
kBowledge his goodness, who still per- 
mits me to enjoy such a blessing; and 
even should this last earthly prop be tak- 
en from me, I will not despair, for,' added 
she, clasping her bands, and raising her 
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eyes, beaming with pious reaignalioiij 
lore, and confidence, to heaven, Mhat 
friend who never forsakes those who obej 
' and 'trost in hiiO) will still protect me ; 
those eyes which never sleep, will watch 
over, and thftt powerful arm, which is nev- 
er withdrawn, will sustain me, until I reach 
that place of rest and bliss^ which is pre* 
pared for those who endure patiently uq« 
to the end. 

** I could only answer this dearest and 
best of women by my tears and embraces, 
jet did her serenity and resignation coin 
tribute so much to compose and strength* 
en my mind, thai before the end of 'the 
day 1 called upon Mr. Grant, told him 
my beloved mistress's misfortune, and 
imparted to him my scheme, for which he 
commended me much more highly than 
I deserved ; for conid I ever do enough 
for one to whom, under ' Providence, I 
owed all my happiness here, and all my 
hopes of a blessed hereafter ? Mr. Orant 
told me that the pretty little bonse which 
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I. now iobftbit, beiog fortuimtelj Tacaoti I 
shoold bave it, aod the oiee garden be- 
looging to it, rent free ; add that he re- 
gretted hia fortune not being affluent 
enough to permit his more largely, con- 
tributing to the support of bis worthy 
firieod. 

*' Mrs. Gray selected out of her own fur- 
niture as much as, was necessary to fit up 
this cottage in the manner you see ; and 
having sold the reoiainder, together with 
some plate and a few valuable trinkets 
which had been bequeathed her by a 
friend, sh^ found herself, upon paying 
what few debts she owed, and receivii^ 
her dividend, worth six hundred pounds 
only ; which small wreck of her fortune 
she placed in the public funds* We had 
a little time before heisrd that Mr. Wilson 
greatly wished for a house in this village, 
and upon our offering, with the landlord's 
permission, to remove and give ours up 
immediately to him, he v^ry gladly ac- 
cepted the proposal. 
iVo. X. 35* 
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'* Upon oor removal hirher, wbioh 
took place in a very short tiaae after 
(fae receipt of the letter which an* 
noimced Mr. Gray's failnre, 1 begged 
Mrs. Grant to use her interest to procure 
me worky which she promised to do, and 
began by giving me a considerable qiiati- 
(ity herself, and I was so fortunate as to 
please both her, and aU \o whom she had 
the goodness to recommend me. ' My 
dear mistress, as I still delighted to call 
her, insisted upon helping me, and as i 
perceii'ed that her^o doing rendered her 
' mind mdre cheerful and satisfied, I did 
not object, only 1 took care to put such 
parts of our work into her hands as ne«> 
quired least attention, and endeavoured t^ 
lead her into such conversation as I knew 
was most agreeable to her. I had soon 
more work than I could accomplish, for I 
made it a rule neverxto do any on a Sun* 
day, aVid rather to decline some whieh 
was offered me, than promise to finish it 
•oooer than I believed I could do. By 
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my puocf aalitj, the neafnest of mj workt 
md by miways faitlifollj returning to 
tkeir ownert, all tbe seiall pieces I iiad to 
spare of the materials put into my hands, 
I found that none of my customers ever 
forsook me, and they increased so fast, 
that I resolved to take an apprentice. I 
bad the offer of several, and amongst the 
rest of the orphan niece of a rich farmer. 
Her nanfe was S«*ah Mills, she was the 
daughter of an unfortunate brother ; he 
bad taken her while a child to live with 
bim, but finding that bis wife, who 
was a selfish, ilMeapered woman, used 
ber very unkindly, and that the girl was 
became exceedingly sullen and^mibappy,. 
be reeolved to pat her to some business, 
and ofifered to bind her to me for seven 
years. I had beard that the poor dliild 
Was vei'y ill-treated, an>d therefore resolv- 
ed to take her, in preference to any other, 
though I feared, from her look and man- 
ner, that her temper was greatly hurt. 
She came to me acooriliogly, and ber 
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uncle, who was glad to place ber in wbat 
he thought safe hands, gave me a good 
premium with her. She was twelve 
years of age^ her understanding was good, 
and she learned readily ; but I found ber 
temper, as I had feared it would be, sullen 
and morose* She came violently preju- 
diced against me, from the Idea, that 
if a relation had used her so. ill, I, who 
was a stranger, would treat her still 
worse. I perceived that to gain any in- 
fluence over her, it was necessary first to 
win her afiection, which was not easy, 
but I w,ould not let myself be discour- 
aged. I had Isoown wbat it was to be ill- 
treated myself, and (he remembrance of. 
what I had sufiered when I lived with my 
aunt filled me with compassion for poor 
Sarah, and made me find it less difficult 
to bear with her temper, and persevere 
in my endeavours to convince her, that 
instead of tyrannizing over her, I wished 
to act towards ber as a mother. Having 
at length succeeded i« this, the improve- 



The Hi$imy rf Blmar WiOiami* 117 

meot otbfr temper became a macb eati- 
er task, as ooe priocipal cause of its bad* 
ness was removed. When she came to 
me^ she was extremelj igDorant, never 
having learned to read. This Mrs. Gray 
kindljr undertook to teach her, which she 
did with so much patient sweetness, that 
allboiigb Sarah was at first averse to 
learniogy she soon became fond of it, and 
her capacity being good, she in a short 
time Inamed both to read and write well 
enoogh to be very useful and agreeable 
to her. By the time she had been with 
me a year, although she had at first been 
a great hindrance to me, from her awk* 
wardness, she became so good an assist* 
attt,\that she enabled me to take in a 
much larger quantity of work, although 1 
night stilt have had more, could I have 
done it. Her temper, too, improved 
greatly, mid she was very grateful to Mrs. 
Oray and myself, and much attached to 
us both, especially to Mrs. Gray. 
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persevered in ber kind^and unremittiog 
cadeaYOurs to cure me of my muij faaltB^ 
auid I felt that in exerting the same for* 
bearance towards this little friendless, un* 
~ instructed child, I best proved my grati- 
tude to heaven and mj benefactress. Jane 
had another quality which, as she seemed 
likely to be very pretty, «gave me much 
uneasiness ; this was a propensity to tak- 
ing sudden and violent likings to people, 
without any particular reason. Knowing 
that when she should be a few years older, 
this weakness would expose her to many 
dangers, I endeavoured to cure her of it, 
by teaching her as far as I was able, to 
view characters in a just light, and to 
judge of people not by the;ir manners and 
appearance only, but from their actions ; 
never failing, when, as was often the case, 
some person for whom she had thus rash- 
ly conceived a friendship, proved unwor- 
thy, strongly to represent the folly and 
dans^er of attaching herself to any one, 
whom a long intimacy bad not proved to 
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be deserving her affection. I bad it^ 
deed a most difficult task to correct these 
two faiiits, both irbich gave me great nny 
eaeiness, and the hitter would have made 
tee really unhappy on her account, had I 
not perceived in her a native modesty 
and diffidence, which made her as she 
grew np, shrink from those attentions 
whieh her beauty induced many of the 
yonag men in the neighbourhood to 
p9Lj her, when they had an opportimity 
^f conversing with her; which seldom 
occurred, for I kept no company, and 
ecartely ever visited any body escept 
Mrs. Orant, never permittidg either Jane 
f>r Sarah to go to a dance, wake, or ^any 
kind of public amusement. 

<* Jane, notwithstanding all her faults^ 
was of so sweet and affectionate temper, 
and so entirely free from all guile or de- 
ceit, that she grew daily dearer to me. 
Although Mrs. Gray was very kind to 
her, yet Sarah, who was become an ex« 
cellent girl, having been her first, con- 

N0. X. 36 
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tinued to be ber greatest favourite; to- 
deed she deserved to be 80» for she if sit- 
ed upon ber with all the respectfuLat- 
tentton of a servant, and the grateful af- 
fection of a daughter. This being the 
case, Jane seemed more peculiarlj my 
charge, and her affection was from the 
first almost exdiisivelj fixed on me ; 
whereas Sarah was more attached^to Mrs. 
Graj, at wbicli I, who myself loved that 
excellent wc^man so much, could not won- 
der. My affection for her was, |f possi- 
sible, increased since ber misfortune. 
When I saw her sometimes sitting at ber 
w^rky at other times reading to us, or hear- 
ing the girls read; sometimes visiting 
our poor neighbours, advising, comforting 
and assisting them ; when 1 beheld her 
cheerful piety and resignation, I cannot 
describe my feelings, or how much I bv- 
ed and revered her. Tfaer& was only 
one subject upon which we ever disa- 
greed ; this was when the interest of ber 
six hundred pounds became due ; I want- 
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ed her to keep the whole, and use it at 
her own generous heart should direct; 
but she never would take more than half. 
As 1 found it only distressed her to re- 
quest it, I at length ceased to do so, 
and finding that my gains from business 
were sufficient to enable me to maintain 
mj little family comfortably, and lay by 
a moderate sum of money every year, I 
resolved to use the fifteen pounds which I 
annually received froip her, as a little 
find for the relief of the distressed, and I 
may safely say that no money ever aflford- 
ed me so much pleasure as that did. 

'* About this time we sustained a heavy 
lots in the death of our worthy minister. 
To Mrs. Grant, who was the most duti- 
ful and affectionate of daughters, this 
separation from her dear and revered 
father was indescribably painful ; and 
her good husband was himself too much 
grieved to offer her consolation i but 
Mrs. Gray, who always in the midst 
•f affliction discerned the hand of divine 
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wisdom and mercy, directing tbo9e eventa 
which caused it, although she deeply feU 
the loss of her much esteemed frieud, wa» 
by her natural benevolence and habitud 
piety, enabled to administer comfort to 
the sorrowing orphan, and, by degrees, 
tp teach her to rejoice that her belovedl 
parent was removed from a world of, at 
best, very imperfect felicity, to one of 
bliss eternal, increasing and infinite* 

<' When the term of Sarah's appren- 
ticeship was expired, ahe quitted me, ani 
went to a respectable mantua-maker sit 
l^ristol, to whose business she, some yeaiv 
after,succeeded. Jane had yet three years 
remaining of her time, and was so much 
attached to me, that she often declared 
when they should come to an end, abe 
should prefer staying with me to going 
elsewhere, even if she could get doubly 
wages. After Sarah left me, I took an* 
other apprentice named Mary Lewis, who 
was bound to me by her parents^ who 
were decent, respectable people. She 
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could work neatly, and had been brought, 
vp in habits of industrv, so she never 
gave me any trouble, and was soon of at 
much use to me as Sarah had ever beeq* 
** One evening, soon after Mary's ' ar- 
rival, as we were all enjoying a walk 
through some beautiful fields adjoining^ 
the road leading from Bristol to the new 
passage, we saw a woman sitting under a 
tree, who looked ill, and seemed ready 
to faint. We approached, intending to 
offer her some assistance. When we 
were near enough to discern her features, 
a confused idea of something connected 
with my early years, took possession of 
my mind, but before I had time to re- 
flect, Jane, turning suddenly pale, caught 
Jiold of my arm, exclaiming, * Oh, Mrs. 
Williams, it is my mother !' 

* ^* The woman repeating the name of 
Williams, looked earnestly in my face, 
and endeavoured to rise, and Jane, whose 
resentment for her mother's cruel deser- 
tion, was lost in sorrow at seeing her in 
N0. X. 36 * 
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ao deplorable a condition, ran to assist 
ber; but, at the sight of her daughter, she 
started and shrank back, stung by the 
remembrance of her unnatural conduct 
towards ber. Jane, the tears trickling 
down her cheeks, threw her arms round 
her neck, saying, in a voice interrupted by 
sobs, * mother,, will you not speak to me ?' 

^^ The poor woman, who, notwithstand- 
ing her misconduct, I could not help 
pitying, raised her head, looked at her 
daughter with a mixture of shame, re^ 
morse and tenderness, and endeavoured 
to speak; then quite overcome, fainted 
in her arms. As we were but. a little 
way from our cottage, I ran thither for 
a glass of ginger wine. Thinking she 
might be in want of food, I put some upon 
a plate, and returned to the field. I found 
the woman recovered from her fainting 
fit, leaning upon Jane, who wept over her^ 
and just as I came up was saying, * think 
no more of it, dear mother, I entreat you.' 

" I offered her the refreshments I had 
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brought, whieh she reached out her hand 
to take, when looking in my face, 8b# 
stopped short, with an appearance . of 
sudden recollection, and turoing to Jane, 
< did 1 not,' said she, in a tremulous voice, 
'hear you mention the name x of Wil* 
liams V 

" * Yea,' answered Jan^, * this dear 
woman's name {[taking my hand,) is £le- 
nor Williams.' 

<* After a moment's pause, she turned 
to me, and with increased agitation, said, 
'tell me, I intreat you, madam, are you 
not the daughter of James Williams, a 
bricklayer, who lived near Monmouth ?' 

"I answered *yeji.' 

'^ * You had a sister,' added the poor 
woman, in a voice scarcely articulate. 

" * I bad indeed,' exclaimed I, eagerly, 
* it is twenty-five years since I have heard 
any tidings of her. Can you inform 
me?-' 

*' Jane's mother interrupted me by 
catching hold of my hand, and bursting 
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into tears, whilst her agiiauon would 
scarcely permit her to saj, * 1 am she.* " 

Here Faonj dropped her work, and 
claspiog her haads, said, ^* She was 
then my grandmother, and the^ little 
friendless Jane, whom, when deserted by 
her unnatural parent, you fostered, in- 
structed, loved, was my mother ? Iknew 
you had brouglit her up, but was igno« 
rant t^at you did so without knowing her 
to be your niece; for my mother, al- 
though she is continually praising youi 
and saying how great her obligations to 
you are, nev^r mentioned that circum- 
stance." 

<< I am not surprisejl at that," said Mrs. 
Williams, ^< it must be painful to %o good 
and feeling a bpart as hers, to sj^eak of 
her mother's misconduct." 

^^ Ah, my dearest aunt," exclaimed 
Fanny, throwing herself into Mrs. Wil« 
liams'sarms, <<what might she have been 
but for you — what does she, and what do 
I, and all our family owe you !" 
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Sbe was so much affected bj tbU dis- 
coyery, that Mrs. Williams, who was 
lierself greatly moTed by faer grateful 
sensibility, and by the remembrance of 
tbe scene she bad been describing, pro* 
posed that tbey should giv(9 themselves a 
little time to recover. In about a quarter 
of ao hours Fanqy, having relieved her 
full heart by tears, expressed a wish tp 
Jjear the remainder o( her aunt's story^ 
which that worthy woman, having tender* 
ly embraced her, continued thusi — 

« What I felt at that moment I cannot 
describe* To have found my only sister 
in ao destitute a condition would havp 
grieved and shocked me ; but to know 
that she. was the unnatural mother, of 
whose conduct I had so' often thought 
with abhorrence, gave me a pang which 
nothing bot the consciousness of similar 
guilt in myself could have exceeded. 

^< Having with difficulty reeovere4 
firom the first shock, I begged Anne to 
i9k^ tbe refreshments I had brought ber> 
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which she did; and was so much revived 
by them as to be abfie» assisted by her 
daughter and myself, to reach the cot- 
tage. After she had rested some time, 
she informed me that she had followed 
lier second husband to America, where, 
after five years service, he was killed. 
She was then put on board a ship bound 
for Qublin, from whence she had. crossed 
to Newport, where the magistrates had 
supplied her with money to enable her to 
reach her last husband's parish, which 
was St. Michael's, Bristol. After cross* 
ing the new passage, she attempted ta 
proceed on foot to that city, but being 
much' our of health, she found herself^ 
when within a tittle more than three mileft 
of it, so extremely exhausted that' sho 
was obliged to sit down under a tree to 
rest. She was soon seized with a sud* 
den faintness, and was looking anxiously 
round for relief when we arrived. 

**' This recital was accompanied by 
heavy complaints of the hardships mi 
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misery which dbe had lUndergone, since 
•be went abroad. •She often called her- 
self the most unfortunate of women, nev- 
er foryS moment seeming to reflect that 
all ber sufferings had been caused by her 
own misconduct in quitting England, 
when it was her duty to have staid there 
and availed herself of the power which 
Heaven bad given her, when it bestowed 
somber a naturally strong constitution, of 
naiataining and taking care of ber child. 
That she had suffered much, and that 
ber health was greatly injured, was how- 
ever evident ; and she appeared so fa- 
tigued and ill that I for the present for- 
bore to say anj thing about her past be- 
haviour. She went early to bed, and al- 
though much better the next morning, 
could not be prevailed upon to rise, but 
lay weeping and bemoaning herself in a 
manner which shewed me, that as in her 
youth, when well and happy, she had 
given full way to her naturally high spir- 
its, so, now that she was unWell and un* 
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happj, she indulged without controul in 
melancholy and repining; and I saw 
proved in her, what 1 had always believed 
to bie true, that a pious and virtuous diii'- 
position is a far better support under sick* 
ness and misfortune than thfe strongest 
natural spirits, which always forsake us 
when most wanted, unless they are sns* 
(ained by religion and a good conscience. 
"On the third ddy Anne was really so 
much better, that she could no longer 
help acknowledging it, and, quitting her 
room, I received her kindly, and by- 
asking her some particulars of her story, 
found an opportunity of entering upon 
the subject of her bad conduct, which I 
thought it my duty to do, however pain* 
ful the task might prove. She endeav- 
oured to vindicate herself by sayingy that 
after the death of her first husband she 
had undergone so much distress, that 
when her second was ordered abroad, at 
the commencement of the American war, 
she dreaded sufiering \he same again ; to 
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ayoid which shcij^d accompanied him. 
I told her Ibis was not io reality any 
excuse whatever; for being in good health, 
and baring only one child, she might ea- 
sily have maintained both her and her* 
self ia cooifort had she been indnstrious. 
< In a few years/ added I, ^your daugh- 
ter, had yoo endeavoured to lead her to 
what IS right, instead of first neglecting, 
and afterwards abandoning her a^ you did, 
would have b^n able to go to service, 
when yoo would have had only yourself 
to maintain, which you might have done 
with ease and credit, in various ways, and 
have avoided all the gutitand miser/ into 
which you have fallen.* 

** Although my sister could not deny 
the troth of what I said, she would not 
acknowledge ij ; but after attempting 
some more silly excuses, she fell into a 
violent passion, and called me unfeeling 
for thus blaming, instead of pitying her. 
I told her that although I blamed I sin- 
cerely pitied her ; but she, instead of lis* 

No. X sr 
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tening to me, burst into tears^ and said 
she wished she had not met with me, if 
that was the waj 1 meant to .treat her* 
I mildly answered that I hoped abe 
would have no cause to regret it ; that I 
only wished to make her sensible of bjer 
misconduct ; that bj repenting of it and 
amending those faults which led to it, she 
might obtain that gratifying hope of im- 
mortality, in the contemplation of whieh 
alone her griefs could ever be . healed. 
She said she did not desire my instruc- 
tions, and would quit my bouse as soon 
as she was able to proceed to Bristol. 
This, however, was not soon the case ; 
for that very evening being violently of- 
fended at something I said, she rushed 
out of the house, and seating herself on 
the grass plat in the garden, remained 
thei^e until so late- an hour, notwithstand- 
ing my intreaties that she would come in, 
that she caught a violent cold, which 
brought on a fever, from which she was 
several weeks in recovering. 
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<< I sent for a pb jsician to attend ber, 
and Jane and I sat up by turns and nurs« . 
ed her with the utmost tenderness. 
Knowing that her illness had been caus- 
ed by her own obstinacy and ill temper, 
made my sister more sensible of our kind* 
ness, and as she seemed verj grateful for 
it, I blessed Ood for those sufferings, 
which I hoped would lead to what I so 
earnestly desired* I hoped her grati« 
tude for my attentions ' would induce 
her to listen more patiently to what I 
said, and could this once be effected, 
I trusted by the divine blessing, should 
at last convince her of her past faults, 
and inspire her with a wish, as far at 
she was able, to act better for the 
future. My prayers that I might suc- 
ceed in my endeavours were as fervent 
as my efforts were unceasing, and it 
pleased the Almighty to grant them. My 
sister became at length fully sensible of 
her former misconduct ; but this convic- 
tion was followed by such deep grief and 



136 The Hist^ rf Eknm- WUUam. 

remorse, that I feared sbe would fall info 
a state of melancfaolj, wbieb would dhh 
able her from all future exertioo. This I 
tbe more seriouslj dreaded, as I koe# 
ber to be naturally iodolent, except in tbe 
pursuit of pleasure, wbicb, bowever, I 
was bappy to perceive bad tost all its 
dangerous cbarms. I farnestlj repre- 
sented to ber tbat sbe performed but half 
lier duty in < ceasing to do evil/ that sbe 
ought also to ^ strive to do well/ and at 
last I succeeded in persuading her to 
hire herself as principal servant to Mrs* 
Grant. I prevailed on her to. tell that 
worthy lady ail the circumstances of her 
past life, at the same time assuring her 
of her firm resolution to act rightly 
through the remainder of ber life, to tbe 
best of her knowledge and ability. Mrs. 
Grant, having praised herMghly for her 
openness, promised her every assistance 
and encouragement in perfecting the good 
work which she had begun. 
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^' During ten years nothing could be 
more exemplary than my sister's con- 
duct, but she never again became cheer- 
ful or happy. The remembrance of her 
faults preyed continually on her mind, 
and although gentle and obliging to every 
one, she was always grave and thought- 
ful^ and often, when alone, would shed 
tears of remorse and anguish. Although 
I rejoiced at the repentance which she 
showed, I was grieved at the extreme 
depression of her spirits, and would 
gladly have seen her more tranquil, could 
she have become so without losing the 
remembrance of her faults. We had 
many affecting conversations on the sub- 
ject ; one in. particular made so strong an 
impressipn on my mind, that I recollect it 
as clearly as if it bad passed only an 
hour ago. 

'< It was near the end of the last year 
she( lived with Mrs. Grant, that, calling 
upon her, as I was frequently in the habit 
of doing. I found her more than usual- 
No. X. 3r * 
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ly depresaed. I tcN>k her band, and was 
beginning to use some of my old arga* 
menta to indoce ber to take comfort, 
when she interrupted me by aigbing deep- 
ly and saying, * Alas, my dear Elenor, 
you whose conscience is not troubled by 
the remembrance of crimes, but, on the 
contrary, cheered by that of a life of rec- 
titude and goodness, can form no idea how 
heavy is the burden of remorse, hpw 
* grievous to be borne.' When 1 reflect 
upon my past conduct from my earliest 
childhood, until within a few years, can I 
be cheerful, can I. be happy ? No, my 
sister, let my tears flow, let my sins be 
ever before me, and may the anguish I 
feel at the recoUectron of them be some 
little atonement.' 

*^ ^ But,' said I, much affected, < as 
your repentance is so sincere, and your 
conduct has for several years been so 
good, you may surely, through yoac 
heavenly Father's mercy, hope for bis 
forgiveness and blessing, who hath said^ 
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lei ihe wicked forsa/ce his tvay^ and the 
uurighieotts man his ihoughls^ and let 
hjm turn unto the Lord^ and he will 
have mercy on kim ; unto our Oodjfor 
he will abundantly pardon.* 

** * I hope,' answered she, * my re* 
pentance is really aiocere, and I think 
nothing this world could offer would 
induce me to relapse into those sint 
which I both lament and abhor ; but I 
have no confidence in mjself. Here, 
instead of being tempted to do wrong, 
I have every assistance and encouragOf 
meot to do right ; but should I be 
removed from my present situation, and 
placed in one where fresh temptations 
to evil might beset me, I know not 
whether I should have power to resiK 
them. 1 pray earnestly and without 
ceasiogi that I may rather suffer the 
heaviest afflictions that could befall me^ 
than that this should com^ to pass ; but 
until my last hour arrives 1 shall neither 
£eel secure nor dare to rejoice,' 
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*^ Soon after this affecting conver- 
sation, poor Anne's health, which bad 
oever been strong since her fever, grew 
visibly worse ; and the physician, whom 
Mr. Grant sent for to attend her, pro- 
nounced her complaint to be a consump- 
tion. She soon ^became too ill to quit 
her room, but sat supported by pillows 
in an easy chair, her cough and diflScnIty 
of breathing rendering it painful to her 
to lie down. Jane or myself was almost 
Gonstautly with her, and nothing could 
exceed her patient resignation ; yet she 
was still grave and even in a degree 
melancholy. . She had for four months 
been gradually growing worse, when the 
physician observed such fatal symptoms, 
that hie thought it necessary to teil her, 
which he did in the most gentle, tender 
manner, that he had lost all hope of her 
recovery. Being ignorant of her story, 
he had attributed her habitual melancholy 
to fear of death ; how then was he sur- 
prised to see a sweet smile overspread 
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ber pale face, and to bear ber exclaim, 
with claaped hands and uplifted eyes, 
< DOW tbeo, bleared be God, mj triala 
and temptationa are over.'^'^faen, lurn- 
ing to Jane and oiyself, abe addedj 
* rejoice with me that nothing can now 
torn me aside from that path of righteoua- 
D«a8, which I have, for the last teH 
years, by the divine blessing, been en- 
abled to tread.' 

*^ Although mj poor sister had, since 
her reformation, become so dear to me 
that I was sincerely grieved at the 
prospect of losing her, yet I could not 
help like her rejoicing and blessing God 
that sbe was no longer in dahger of 
relapsing into sin and wretchedness. 

'* Contrary to expectation, she lin« 
gered several weeks longer, suffering 
very acute pain ; but instead of repining 
at this, she rejoiced, as a further op- 
portunity of proving her perfect faith 
and resignation to the divine will. She 
spent moat^tof her time in prayers for 
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forgiveness of her past sins, and in grate^ 
ful thanksgivings for the mercj she had 
experienced in being premitted to become 
sensible of them, and for the years in 
wfaichy by penitence, and a complete 
reformation, she hoped in some measure 
to atone for those whiq^h bad preceded 
them. She often and earnestij exhorted 
Jane, who seldom quitted her, unceas* 
ingly to endeavour to conquer what 
little yet remained of her natural gid- 
diness and levity, endeavouring to prove 
to her, how much of her own guilt, and 
consequent misery, arose, from similar 
faults. Every word her motber uttered 
sank deep into Jane's heart, and had 9^, 
most salutary effect upon her naturally 
volatile disposition. 

<<At length it pleased the Almighty 
to release poor Anne from her sufferings, 
and my confidence in his mercy, leads 
me to hope that, accepting her sincere 
penitence for the wrong actions she had 
committed, together with her patiept 
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resignation under the suflerings with 
which he saw fit to afflict her, her lot at 
the resurrection will be a happj one; 
but at all events, knowing that she, as 
well as every one else, will, bj divine 
wisdom and goodness, be placed in that 
situation which is fittest for her, and 
most conducive to. her future improve- 
ment in virtue,, and, consequently, in 
happiness, my mind is perfectly at ease 
on her account." 

** But how is that dear aunt ?" asked 
Fanny, much surprised, ** do you not 
believe we shall remain for ever in that 
state in which we shall be jplaced at the 
day of judgment ?" 

"As .the scriptures,*' replied Mrs. 
Williams, • " are silent upon the subject, 
we can only form such conjectures as 
appear to us most agreeable to reason 
a&d consistent with our ideas of divine 
wisdom and goodness. My revered 
friend, Mrs. Grant's father, used to say, 
th^t the righteous are promised in a 



i 
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future state, perfect happiness, which ii 
only compatible with perfect virtue* 
As no human being is wholly free from 
faults, it was his opinion that even in an- 
othec. world, we shall still continue to 
improve in wisdom and goodness, bj 
which means our happiness will increase, 
until we attain to that state of blessed- 
ness, which *eye hath not seen, ear 
hath not heard, nor hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive." 

" And what," enquired Fanny, " was 
his opinion in regard to those who die in 
a state of wickedness ? Did he think 
they would gradually become virtuous 
and happy ?" 

** Having upon this subject no light 
from scripture," answered Mrs. Wil- 
liams, " he formed his judgment by the 
same rule as in the former instance. 
He used to declare himself fully con- 
vinced that God is too great, wise and 
good, to be capable of feeling anger, or 
taking pleasure in vengeance ; add he 



woBid add, ' what » puobhinent, iinlesf 
Meant to reclaim, and lead to virtue and 
iiappineaa, but TeDgeaoce? Aa manj 
iire very wicked,' tiiia eKcelleDt man 
would «ay, *he feared the means necet^ 
sarj to reform aucb must be long and 
painful, before (hey eould be effectual ; 
but that he hoped and believed they 
weold at last be euccessfu!.' " 

^'Tbat is a glorious and most con* 
Boling idea, indeed,'* said Fanny. **I 
bave often felt very unhappy, when I 
have thought on the state of wicked peo* 
pie after death ; but now, the hope that 
their sufferings will have an end, will 
make me easier/' 

**Had you properly considered the 
justice, goodness and mercy of that 
God, who is love itself," said Mrs. Wil- 
liams, ''your confidence that he will do 
with every one that which is right, would 
have saved you from all uneasiness upon 
the subject." 

No. Xi 38 
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** And 80 for the future it shall," Baid , 
Faony. ^' But what happeoed to you 
after my gra;id mother's death/' 

** It was in little more than two years 
succeeded/' replied Mrs. Williams, wip« 
iog a tear from her venerable cheek, ^^ by 
that of one whom I loved so entirely, 
that nothing buf the conviction that the 
change would for her be a glorious one, 
could have supported me under it ; you 
will guess that J mean my dear benefac- 
tress Mrs. Gray. She bore her long 
and painful illness, with the same forti- 
tude and gentleness, which she had dis< 
pjayed under her other trials* She was, 
to the last moment of her life, patient 
under the sufferings, and thankful for 
the blessings which it pleased Heaven 
to send her. While she had strength 
to bear it, she admitted eVery one who 
expressed a wish to visit her, in the 
hope that it might be in her power to 
say something to them, which on account 
of Iher situation might make a deep inoi* 
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pressioQ apoo tbeir minds, and be per- 
haps of ftome use to them doring the re- 
maining part of their lives. It was 
grateful to my heart, to see how anxioos 
every one was about her. Mr. and 
Mrs* Orant saw her every daj, and 
were constantly sending her different 
kinds of nourishment and delicatj food, 
which they hoped would be agreeable 
to her, a^d contribute to restore he^', 
strength. Even the cottagers brought 
fresh eggs, such fish as the brook which 
runs through our village affords, an<l 
other little tributes of gratitude and 
affection, such as their slender means 
would permit them to offer. 

*^ On the night preceding her death, 
Mrs. Grant and myself being with her, 
•be requested me to raise her up with 
pillows, which when I had done, it seem- 
ed greatly to revive her. She looked 
round iHrith a heavenly composure in her 
countenance, then pressing our hands* 
said in a faint though animated voice, 



* 

* Oh my friends ! what a bappy end it 

Dime ! boir hav9 I been gentlj and gradu* 

allj'ireaned from Ibe vain, transient de* 

ligbta of tbis world, and taugbt to look for 

real bappinesa onl J in enotbert Had I 

never known any thing but proapority, 1 

might have been teQ»pted to repine at 

qttittin|^ a world which had so .many 

oharoaf ; but the miafof tunes of my ad^ 

.r-^nced years» have taught om bt^w lit» 

tie dependence may reasonably be pUeed 

upon worldly ricbea and bappioeaa, aiMi 

that fbe only thing to which a cbrislkui 

can look forward with perfect confideace 

and unmixed joy, is that future happy 

state of being, which the lighteous Ood 

of the universe has, through bis beloved 

Son, promised to those who eadeavoiir 

to act as be baa commanded.* Th«a 

raising her eyes and clasping bet tremii- 

lous hands together, * Oh my heavenly 

Father!' she exclaimed, *I thank th«e 

for all the ble^aings I have received at 

thy hands, but atill/more foe thoao afflic- 
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tions which have purified my he^rt, and 
taught it io rest upon thee, as the on\yr 
support which never fails. I have trust** 
ed in thee and thou hast sustained me. 
In my passage through life, in proportion 
as the clouds of misfortune have darken* 
ed my worldly prospect, my confidence 
in thy goodness has still increased^ I 
thank thee for the comforts thou hast af- 
forded me ; and I bless thee that thou 
art now pleased to put an end to my tri- 
als, and fake me to thy heavenly king- 
dom — that kingdom which my blessed 
Saviour Jesus Christ is gone to prepare 
for all his faithful followers, and where, 
through thine infinite mercy, promised 
by him, I humhl}'^ and confidently hope 
to dwell with him forever.* 

" Here she fell back exhausted by 
the effort she had made, and a long si- 
lence ensued, which both Mrs. Grant and 
myself were too much affected to inter- 
rupt. At length she again revived a lit- 
tle, and turning io Mrs; Grant, said, io a 
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faint voice, * let me once more, my dear 
friend, thank you for all your kindnesa to 
me. I shall soon be, where your excel* 
lent and revered father now ia* Naj, 
do not weep ; but rejoice, that two per* 
sons, whom you lovefd, are safely arrived 
at their journey's end ; and let fhe hope 
of a happy and eternal union, in the king* 
dom of our heavenly Father, console and 
animate you, during the remainder of 
your pilgrimage. For you, my daiigh* 
ter, my friend, my dearest Elenor, the 
comfort and support of my declining 

, yeara, pursue the happy path which you 
have hitherto trodden, ' go on your way 
rejoicing,' and may the remembrance of 
your kindness to me, added to that of 
many other good deeds, sweeten your 
last hours ; may they be as peaceful and 
bappy as mine.' 

*^ As she said these last words she 

«, ehsped her hands together and raised 
her eyes to heaven, with an expression oC 
grateful rapture, after which abe lay for 
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Dearly two hoiiri speechless, but per* 
fecilj composed aod easy, and then ex* 
pired in my arms* Dear, excetJent wo- 
fflsn! If I hope to meet my end wi(b the 
same heavenly composure, the same hum- 
ble confidence that she did, to her exam- 
pie and instructions do I owe that animat- 
ing hope. She taught me to love virtue, 
to endeavour to act as becomes a Chris- 
tian ; to her, under Heaven, I owe all my 
present comfort, afld all my hope of a 
happy eternity." 

Mrs. Williams was too much affected 
to proceed ; tears trickled down her 
cheeks, and some minutes elapsed before 
she was safficiently recovered to resume 
ber narrative, which she at length did in 
the following words: — 

" In her will my dear benefactress be- 
queathed to me all she was worth, con- 
sisting of her clothes, the furniture of this 
cottage^ and six hundred pounds. The 
two first of these bequests I felt no hesi- 
tatioD io acceptii^ b»t as aha bad near 
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rela(iooS) I scarcely seemed, I (bought, 
to have a right to the third. Mr. Oray's 
conduct had been such, that I did not 
wish to see him in possession of it ; but 
to his son, if as worthy as his disposition 
when a child seemed to promise, it might 
do much good, and I greatly wished to 
find out where be was, that I might en- 
quire into his character, and if he ap- 
peared likely to make a good use of his 
aunt's property put it into bis hands. 

'^This thought was still uppermost in . 
my mind, when one morning, about a 
month after dear Mrs. Gray's death, aa 
I was sitting at work with Jane and Mary, , 
some one knocked at the door. Upon 
opening, if, a young man, neatly, but 
plainly dressed, with an open, interesting 
countenance, entered, and approaching 
me, begged to know if my name was not 
Elenor Williams? I answered Ihat it 
was; upon which the stranger, with a 
kind of respectful tenderness, took my 
hand, saying, * Although thirty years 



must bav« effaced all recollecUoD of mj 
fealuresb J bope tbej have not made you 
q»Ue forget jrour li^lte favourite, George 
Graj/ 

*' I eauoot express how mucb I waa 
delighted wbea I heard who be waa. 1 
welcomed him with that cordiaiitj which 
my feeMiiga dictated; attd having re* 
ijaested biai to lajte a aeaf, begged ho 
woukl iiifora» me of his situatieo* 

*' He told me, that, at his father's fail* 
ure, they had remoi^'^d to Glasgow, of 
which town his ototber was a native. A 
brother of hers put him to a mercaotile 
school, and employed his father in hia 
couuting-bouse* About two years after 
their arrival in.Scoiiaod, bis mother died 
of a nervous compiaiot, faaviog, ever sioce 
his father's miafortunea, lived in a state 
of cooatant repiniftg and discontent. His 
father only survived her a few months, 
having injured bis constitution by the 
fatal habit of driaking, to which be had 
from bis youth beeo addicted, but which 
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had greatly groim upon him daring the 
last ten oi; tirelve years of his life, and to 
the bad effects of which upon his charac- 
ter and business, he might in a great 
measure attribute his ruin. After the 
death of his father, he said, his uncle 
look him from school, and placed him in 
the situation which he had filled : but as 
he had a large family to support and 
place in the world, he at the same time 
informed him that it would not be in his 
power to do any ^hing more for him. 
With this uncle he had continued ever 
since, endeax^ouring to improve in the 
knowledge of business, and fix himself in 
habits of sobriety, industry and frugality* 
He had, he said, from the first of his re- 
ceiving a salary, saved as much money 
every year as he could, hoping one day 
to be possessed of sufficient to enable 
him to enter into some branch of business 
for himself, * I was well aware,' added 
he, ' that after many years of saving my 
Capital would be snialli but I resolved my 
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expenses should be so likewise* My 
poor father's misfortunes bad warned me 
against extravagance and speculation ; I 
resolved to avoid both, and trust to ln« 
dustrj and economy to procure me a 
competence : more I do not desire. It 
is so long since I have been accustomed 
to live plainly and attend to business, 
that the luxury in which the first four- 
teen years of my life were passed is al- 
most forgotten, or if I ever think of it, 
it is to lament its fatal efiects, both upon 
my parents and tbeir generous benefac- 
tress*' 

'^He then |iroceeded to inform me 
that, having about a fortnight since seen 
an. account of Mrs. Gray's death in a 
newspaper, and knowing himself to be 
her heir at law, his uncle had advised 
him to take a journey into England, and 
make some enquiry about her property* 
On arriving at Bristol, he enquired who 
was the most likely ^person to be able to 



give bim tbe infortnfttion he desiredi and 
was direeted to toe. 

^^ Suppressing my enotioiiay I coolj 
\o\A hiin that Mrs« Gray h^A left all 
of which she died possessed, to me. His 
counteD9ince changed, and he reinained a 
few momenis silent, then turning to me 
with resumed composure, and taking mj 
hand, he said, * my aunt acted justly. 
You who maintained and rendered htt 
for so many years, eomfortabie, you alone 
had a right to the little which remained 
of her property. Her relations,' he ad- 
ded with'a sigh, 'have already bad too 
large a share*' He theifc arose, saying 
with a smile, * I must trust to my old 
friends, industry and ecooomy, for the 
completion of my schemei and be thank- 
ful in the mean time, that ray situation at 
Glasgow is so comfortable.' 

**So saying, he approached me to 
take leave ; but I begged him to stay, 
tsyingy I too had a scheme to propose^ 



He acGordiDgljr resinned bit seal, and I 
then fold him that I had a particular 
frieiid, a tfatite of Scotland, (nieanii^ Mr. 
Ornitf) who I knew had connecttoas ia 
Glaagoir : that I intended requesting bicn 
to maike all proper enquiry coDcerning 
ilia character, when if it proved as worthy 
$» I fully believed it would, I would lend 
htm the money his aunt had bequeathed 
to me, as iobn as he could find an oppor* 
tunity of entering into busineaa with a ra- 
tional probability of aucceai* 

'^'Mr. Gray's countenance expressed 
(faeaioat lively joy and gratitude, and he 
thanked me with such unaffected warmth, 
as brought tears into my eyes. 

*^ I went accordingly to Mr. Grant, 
who immediately wrote a letter to Mr. 
Chray'a uncle, which my yoong friend, 
as I already considered him, undertook 
io pat iolo the post*oflke» So impatient 
was he to have it- sent off, that I could 
not prevail upoft him to dine with me 
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that day, but he promised, to do so upon 
the next. 

*' At the end of a fortnight Mr. Grant 
received an answer to his letter, than 
which nothing could in all respects be 
more satisfactory. It contained, not only 
the very best account of Mr. Gray's 
character and abilities, but an offer from 
a respectable trader in Glasgow, who was 
well acquainted with him, to give bim a 
small share of bis business. This offer 
he would gladly have embraced, had not 
my excellent friend, Mr. Grant, kindly 
made enquiry in Bristol for a situation 
likely to prove advantageous to him, 
in which he was successful beyond his 
hopes. 

*< A merchant, who had grown rich 
from a very small beginning, by means of 
exact regularity, industry and frugality, 
wished for a young man of the same 
kind ef character with himself, in whom 
he could place such a degree of coofi- 
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dence ai would ease bim of Ihe laborious 
part of bis business. To sucb a joung 
man be proposed (o giTe, not onlj a very 
good salary^ but the opportunity of mak- 
ing a very advantageous use of any sum 
of wbich be tnigbt be possessed. He 
bad for some time past been looking out 
for sucb a person ; but in every one wbo 
bad hitberto been recommended to him,be 
bad discovered some babit or propensity, 
wbich in bis opinion rendered bim unfit 
for the trust be wished to repose. To 
this gentleman Mr. Grant bad the good- 
ne^ to introduce Mr. Gray, with whom 
he was so much pleased, that upon seeing 
the excellent character given binr by bis 
ttncle, and the offer m&de him by the re- 
spectable Glasgow trader, he consented 
to take bim into bis counting bouse, and if 
upon trial he found him to be in all re- 
i/jpects what he wished, and bad reason to 
expect, he promised to repose all proper 
confidence in him, and to afibrd him eve- 
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ty encourage meat and ad vaotagelie eoulA 
reasonably desire or. hope for. 

<* Mr. Gray did not hesitate tp accept 
this proposal, which on many aecounta lie 
thought likely to prove more advanU** 
geoua than that made to him through hh 
uncle. He had likewiae groAtly attoh- 
cd himself to Mr. Gratit and hii g|ood 
Lady, who iuid kindly requested him t^ 
lire in their houae, until he was settled 
ki Sonne good emploryment: he Kkewiaw 
declared that it would b% particularljr 
agreeable to him, to live where he might 
often see and converse with me, for wblina 
be expressed all the gratitude andiove^ 
which an affectionate aon usually feels 
towards a kind aod*worthy mother* Dur* 
log five yeara be regularly paid me (he 
interest of my money, which I as regu- 
larly received ; and inatead of shrinking 
from enquiry, as hia father used to do, he 
often, witboul my requesting i(, gave me 
the most minute account of bis affaire. 
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unci pressed roe to inspect bis books^ 
which I often did with a high degree of 
satisfaction. His eniplojer always spoke 
of him to Mr. Grant, in terms of the most 
perfect approbation ; in short, being ftiliy 
convinced that he might be trusted, I, at 
the end of this period, presented to him 
the,not^ of hand which be had given me 
as security for my six hundred pounds, 
together with all the interest I had ever 
received from him. This he accepted 
with a mixture of reluctance and affec- 
tionate gratitude, which greatly affected 
me, and I never look back upon that 
hour without peculiar delight* He soon 
affer married a young woman who was as 
prudent and worthy as himself; his busi- 
ness prospered, and he often entreated 
me to accept the interest of bis aunt's 
money, but as he had a large family lo 
support and provide for, and I had already 
saved a pretty large sum, to which I ad- 
ded yearly, and hoped soon to be pos- 
No. X. 39 * 
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sesned of a corupetence, I would not hent 
of it. Bath be and his good wife, boweV* 
er, often make me handsome presents, 
which I cannot bear to afflict them hy 
refusing, and which are indeed a great 
aMiBtance to me.'' 

^* It is no wonder,*' said Fannj, "tbftt 
you are always so placid and cheerful, 
when you have so many good deeds to 
reflect upon." 

" 1 have done but my duty, my 'dear 
child," said Mrs. Williams, ** upon anj 
occasion ; and oftew, far too oflen, have 
I fallen short of that. If I have upon the 
whole been better than some of my neigil«> 
hours, to Ood be the glory ascribed, for 
to his goodness in granting me so many^ 
superior adrantages it is owing; and nev* 
er can 1 be sufficiently grateful for all the 
great and undeserred blesstngs be baa 
graciously bestowed tipon me^ But it ia 
growing late, and my story is almost 
ended ; what I h^ve yet to relate priocK 
pally cencernt yeiir mother. 
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^' She beefiiDe daily more amiable and 
worthy, and consequently dearer to me. 
She bad entirely conquered her natural 
giddiness, but her disposition to take 
sudden rash likings to people, still re*- 
mained in some degree ; although the 
quiet manner in which we lived, having 
scarcely any acquaintance, added to her 
natural modesty and reserve, had hitherto 
confined its effects to her own sex. 

*< About this time a widow of the name 
of Summers, took a lease of a moderate 
sized farm in this neighbourhood. Her 
frequenting the same place of worship as 
myself, first brought us acquainted ; and 
being pleased with her respectable man* 
ners and appearance, I was induced to 
accept a pressing invitation to visit her. 
She had a son about two years older than 
Jane ; he was handsome and pleasing, aiid 
I immediately* perceived that he was 
greatly taken with her, whilst she appear- 
ed less unwilling to converse with him 
than with any other man of her acquaint- 
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ance. From this time be frequentlj^ 
called upon us ; Jane's shyness soon, 
wore offf and she always appeared to be* 
hold bis approach with particalar plea- 
sure. Upon my questioning her on the 
subject, she frankly acknowledged, that 
she had never met with any man who 
seemed to her so agreeable as Mr. Sum* 
mers. I entreated her to be cautious 
how she suffered her affections to be en- 
gaged before she was certain be merited 
them. Although his manners were par- 
ticularly pleasing, and his sentiments gen* 
erally such as I approved, there was one 
circumstance in his conduct which gave 
rise (o unpleasant suspicions in my mind : 
Although few mornings passed without 
his calling upon us, be never came in an 
evening, and if we unexpectedly visited 
hi^ mother at that time he was scarcely 
ever at home, and when I enquired where 
he was, she generally returned evasive 
answers, and would often sigh, and appear 
so dejected, that I felt certain all was not 



right : wid to tkis, that he oftiii appeared 
iromnjf aad conpltined of bead ache m 
ikm momittg; all which contributed lo 
Make mt fear his ereningB vere spent hs 
t Mcj diiereBl aumfiee from what I wisb' 
od these to.be oCamj Banii who hoped to 
be eoiraeet«d with my deoip aicfce.. 1 toM 
ber my suepidoos^od entresiled her to let 
me ieqaire iDto bm cfaarscter; to whtcb 
the leadily consentedv being^ (My cooh 
vioeed that every one oiust think of him. 
» faaroiirabiif aa she did herseifi In this». 
heweyer^ she waa decetired $ every body 
wiiom 1 ^piestiooed e|ion« the sabjecti. 
told OS tbat be drank very imtd^ and was^ 
when in liqaor, so qmrrelsoaie that k wai 
daDgeroua to be ia hia company* 
a ^ Jane woidd not believe this, at least 
not in any thing like the dq^oo she had 
hemrd it repreaented ; but sorni after> 
iipo» Mr. Summera oflbring hioiBetf to 
her as a hnsband, she told biei what she 
had heard. He assured bar that much 
the greater part of it waa .abaolutely 
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false : he said he had a great many ene- 
mies, particularly the sods of a rich 
farmer who lived at some distance, one 
cf whom wished to have taken the farm 
^he then occupied ; that they had several 
times artfully contrived to make him 
drunky afid then put him in a passion, 
and pick a quahrel with him, in order to 
hurt his character; but added, th^it he 
had now found them out, and that in 
future nothing they could do should 
make him fall into the same error. - This 
iaiprobable account Jane entirely believ- 
ed, and she would have married him im- 
Qiediately, had I not, with great difficul- 
ty, persuaded her to wait yet a little 
longer, before she entered into an en- 
gagement, which, whatever cause ah* 
might have to repent it, she would not 
have power to break. She unwillingly 
consented, which was some relief to mr 
mind, as I hoped something might occur 
to convince her of his unwortbiness be< 
fore it was too late. 
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. *< Tbingi were in this itate, when one 
Sunday eveniog, hahriog a bad head-ache, 
and the weather being very fine, I per- 
aoaded Jane and Mary to take a walk in 
the fields without me : they went accor* 
Singly, but returned in leas than half an 
hour. I asked the reason of this, but 
was only answered by Jane's exclaiming, 
'Oh, my dear aunt!' when, unable to 
proceed, she sank, pale, trembling, and 
almost fainting, into a .chair. Much 
alarmed, I fetched her some hartshorn 
and wafer, which, having drunk, she 
came a little to herself, when, after a 
silence, throwing her arms round my 
neck, she burst into tears, exclaiming, * I 
am now convinced that all we heard of 
Mr.\ Summers was but too true ; for this 
evening, passing by the public-house, I 
saw him before it, intoxicated, covered 
with blood, fighting with another man in 
the same horrid state, and the execra- 
tions, the blasphemies they both uttered, 
were too dreadful even to think upon. 
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Oh, my best friead, vhat do I owe you ! 
But for jou I had before this time beea 
bis wife. Forgive mj obstiiiacy^ mj 
folly — * She coald say no ^more; E 
pressed ber to my bosom, and blessed 
God, for thus aaviag h«f from destruc- 
tion. 

** I scarcely need say that ail inter* 
course with Mr. Summers was from (bis 
' time at an end» and that Jane wae. effec- 
tually cured of the weakness which 
was near proving so fatal. Poor Mrs. 
Summers soon after died, and her bob 
married an amiable, worthy yoting 
womaos who would have r^rikied him if 
any body could have^ done so ; but few 
ere so fortunate. Few who marry ti- 
cious men can effect any change in 
them, and so it fared with this poor girL 
Mr. Summers went from bad to worsen 
until at length he became a mere sot» 
used his wife ill, neglected his busineai,* 
end in less than five years was obliged 
to give ap bis farm, end wbilker he re* 



moved, or whftt btcauM of him ot hh 
wretched wife, i oever beard. The 
r&rm WM limediateiy taken hy a sober, 
iBduatrioufh relfgioM, worthy hum, wbo 
does booour fo hii rank in Kfe, and is be* 
loved Und rel|^oted by all wbo know 
hviB.— i mean your fiatber, Mr. White* 
At the end of tiro yeara, eaob being fiilly 
convinced of* the other*^ worthtneta, he 
and . my d^ar Jane were married, and 
that Ihey have Uvid virtuously and faap« 
pily together i need not teli you." 

<< They havtf indeed/' said the delight* 
ed Fanny* ** My fiither often says bo 
is indebted to yoii for the best of wives, 
aa I am sore i and my brothers and 
idatera are for the best of mothera* Bnl 
what happened to yoi| after her mar* 
riager* 

<« Having now," replied Mrs. Wii» 
Hams, << lost my principal aseiatant, and 
Mary Lewia'a time bdng expired, I re* 
solved not to lake another apprentice, but 
to redice my buainesa to what I could 
No.X. 40 
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do mygeir, with cane ^d cdnifort. tU^^ 
ing carried it on ia thitf quiet. iii4Qii^ for 
some years, as 1 begait tO grov^ ,olf|> .and 
my eye^tight to becone difmii I GODBulted 
Mr. Qraety and finding; tbet.be bad io 
bis bands wbat nolild brii^ me in about 
forty pounds a year, nfiver baving toucbn 
ed. even the interest of my savingSf I re- 
solved to give it lip enticely*. o 

M I can still, by asaisling my poor 
neighbours, and dmng.iibat little work I 
want for myself, find emplo^roMOt eooo|^ 
to amuse. me. All my friends are very 
kind to me, and from your dear parents 
I constantly receive. all the attentiotps 
which the most dutiful and affeotioQate 
children could have paid me. You too, 
my Fanny, and your brothers and sig- 
ters, are a great source of pleasure to 
me, and I pray Heaven that you may 
render the latter days of your parents as 
bapjpy as they do minen. . Although I 
can no longer walk to BriHol, an your 
father is so kind aa to take me th^re and 



Msg^me 'bii:k9 everj Sunday, on his 
easy dooMa faortey I am atill enabled to 
faMrthe excellent- discourses, and join 
in the pious prayers of the worthy suc- 
cessor > of my late rerered friend* I 
often spend a week with Mr. Gray and 
his amiable family, whose . increasing 
goodnoM and prosperity, are an additional 
soorce of happiness to me. 

« T^hhoB^; infliction I haTC suffered 
mce thedebth of Mrs. Gray, ha^ arisen 
fffoai tbose.of my two worthy . brothers, 
with whom, stthougfa we seldom met, 
being' settled - at a considerdUe . distance 
frooa one another, and each having aa 
easploywent which rendered it inconire-' 
oietit to leave home, I had kept np .a 
fegolar eomspondence by letter, which 
preserved our sentiments of affection un* 
broken by time or absence. They both 
died unmarried, so that I have now no 
relation left, except my dear Jane and 
her children. I console myself under 
the loss of my b^red brothers, by the 
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eertainfy that haittftg. led tfcfly bnm^l 
•lid vJrtiio*« JiYcs in iim wotid ; they 
viiJ, through the loTiog kmdnesb mtd 
tender mercy of their Baayesljr Fatbers, 
eojoy everlhstiiig hap|>iiif»s in Hmt 
Ueased one, #liei« .neither aih, fi»in%,iiiMB 
death can enter, and «hei^ 1 hf^- iii.>« 
fo# ahert ywcm to aseet ihem i^gtin* 

*< I have been so pecitliarLy fav^oaedl 
1^ nroridence throoghtet nMf intfaole life, 
that I ean nenner ecpreaa hmii my gnA^ 
Ittde* I have arany defects, sMigr i^eaic* 
■eatea ; Irat I 8triT« to aotend «iifd rcMir 
fy thelBi afid to nsmAet.myiMi e^tf 
day leas uriw orth j of the . hlomoga i 
fafave reoeivtd, and atiH eeotiiHia 46 re^ 
ceire. fV)r that aaliratioo #hieh hUB 
keen «pDoaii8ed by o«f :Iiordleao8 4ihriaft 
to all who dHigeotly wttA It, T ttxaat m\A 
humble confidence to the infinite m^itcf 
of ' hia fatiier^ airi tny faMMi^ bia (M» 
and my God*' '^ 
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Sach WM the simple story, which 
**goodMi9. Williams'' related for the 
amusement and instruction of her great 
niece. May you all, my dear young 
readers, be induced to imitate her piety, 
her uprightness of heart, her benevo* 
leoce, meekness, and humility, and may 
your lives be as happy as hers* But 
should it be ordained by divine wisdom 
and goodness, that your faith, patience, 
and resignation, should be tried, and 
your virtue strengthened by sickness, 
poverty, or other misfortunes, remember 
that whilst you preserve a clear con* 
science, and put your trust in Heaven, 
ycMi are in possession of ** that peace of 
CUid which pusseth all understanding, 
vrhich the world can neither give n<Nr 
tdte away." With this you can never 
be miserable, never want comfort, since 
<' whoso endureth-' paiiently ** to the 
end, the same shall be saved," and, ** to 
those who are faithful unto death, shall 
be given a crown of life*" 

M. A. P. 
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SICK MAN'S FRIEND. 



Amovo the varioiM (roubles and aorrowB 
wbichare permitted to befaJ us io this oior* 
tai life, fbere Is no one more frequentt or 
more trying, than sickness. When it is 
loDgand painful, we are tooapt (o complaijQ, 
m4 caH it a misery and a teavy aHic- 
lipii: huiy my bfelbren, it pomes from 
Ood — ^^nd muat therefore be fo^ our 
benefit, if we make a proper use o! iU 
It is a Epean intended by Him to bring 
us tp glory and happiness : and aball yf§ 
r^fua^ to jbQfr down before biEP) ftnd 
thankfully receive whatever he sesasi 
needful for (^ blessed apttrp9se? Wt 
know from his own gracious word thilt 
'* he doth Dpt willingly griei^e, Borafflict 
the children of men ;*' therefore he 
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does it in mexcjr ; and we must pray bim 
io strengthen our weak miiids, and enable 
us not only Xo bear it patiently, but with 
thankfulness. 

W^en WQ are in heatth, and the world 
goes well with us, are we not apt to for. 
get the Oiver of all good things, and to 
live as if this were our abiding place, 
and we looked for no other home, no 
better Country ? To a man in such a 
case, to one leading a careless or a 
worldly fife, would it not be gracious 
and merciful in God) to send a fit o^ 
sickness, which would force him to co*^ 
aider his ways, and inquire into the ^-u ' 
of his soul? and ought be not from his 
hdart to thank the merciful Being, who 
wakes him from such a dream of childish 
folly, to a sense of bis real condition. 

O reader, whoever thou art! waste 
not the time and m^ans gi^veo for the 
j^oirfous purpose of attaining eternal 
Mes^^ness, in a foolish pursuit after the 
€f)joymt6nta of a life which a few yeard 
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must take from thee, and which maybe 
called for io a single hour. Should some 
sudden accident, or violent illness cause 
70ur death in such a state, what would 
your prospect be ? — What preparation 
can such a life have made for the awful 
day of account, when every one will be 
rewarded according to his works ? How 
can you answer, when called upon by 
your righteous Judge to say what use 
you have made of the various opportu* 
nities of doing good, which are giveq to 
every man, and which all are command- 
ed diligently to improve ? 

But if the careless and worldly -mind* 
ed are thus unfit to die, thus unprepared 
for the awful account which must follow ; 
how will he who has led a profligate and 
sinful life, who has many crimes to an- 
swer for, appear before Him " whose' 
eyes are too pure to behold iniquity ?" 
With what fearful remorse and horror 
will such a one look back upon his 'past 
days, knowing that they are- gone for 

No. XL 2 
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evefl That the precious tune .which 
was granted unto him to *^ work out bis 
salvation,'* is come to an end ;^and that 
he must be judged by what is ^ast ? 

O ray christian brethren, no tongue can 
utter, no pen can describe the feelings of 
bis mind. No scene which the eye can 
look upon is so dreadful as the deatb-bed 
of a wicked m^n. Yet let us not fly 
fro[q a fellow-creature who is so misera- 
ble: while his breath remains, let as 
shoir bim kindness, and, as far as we are 
able, ease his bodily pains. If he ap- 
pear fully sensible of the guilt of hie 
past life, and desirous to spend the short 
remainder of it in humble supplication 
before the throne of Him, whose holy 
laws he has broken, and whose righteous 
judgments now terrify his soul ; kneel 
down by his bed, and bid him lift up his 
heart to the Father of mercy, and join 
in the following prayer : 

" O Thou most good and holy God ! 
look down with pity upon a wretched 
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creature, who has ojisused. the precious 
blesstflgs which thou didst bestow upon 
him : who would not listen to the instruc- 
tions of thy beloved Son, but, following 
the evil inclinations of his own heart, 
has* so lived, that he dreads to appear 
before thee. His soul faints within him 
at the remembrance Qf his sins, now that 
thou art calling him to give an account 
of all, before the awful tribunal of a 
r^hteoua Judge! 

O holy Father! his heart, ^nd bia 
sufferings, are open to thj view ! — Thoii. 
fcnowest di his guilt— Thou seest all hii 
anguish. 

He falls low befor^e thy throne, hum- 
bled in the dust. He implores thy 
mercy, and entreats froiti thee a liftle 
more life^ that he may show a true re« 
pentance of wjiat is past, by spending 
every future hour in thy service. 

All things, O God, are possible- unto^ 
Thee : and if thou art pleased to restore 
kim to health, — ^grant that bis heart may 
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be concerted: and (hat be may never 
again become the wretched slave of sin, 
but humbly and thankfully submitting to 
this thy painful visitation, show that his 
present sorrow is a true repentance, such 
as ieadeth to a godly life. 

Thoii wilt do, thou always doest what 
is best ; and to Thee, O ever-living God ! 
be honour and glory, dominiofn and 
power for ever. Amen." 

Should the Almighty raise the sinner 
from the fearful state in which be lay, 
and bless the eade^ivonrs of his family 
and neighbours to prolong his life — what 
joy, what thankfulness should fill his- 
heart. Yet let him ** rejoice with tremb- 
ling,^' lest returning health should bring 
back his old desires and inclinations.—- 
Greatly would he want a true christian 
friend, who might address him thus : — 
*< Keep constantly tn mind, all that 
you felt when you believed yourself to 
be upon your death-bed. — What worlds 
you would have given, that you had 
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^ remembered jour Creator in the days 
of your youth/' and served him while 
jour strength remained. How you 
dreaded the awful punishment of your 
sins ; how earnestly yon prayed for a 
year, a month, a week of lengthened life, 
to prove by the warmth of your piety, 
and the strictness of your obedience, 
that your repentance was sincere." 

«< Be thankful then— be truly thankful 
that these your fervent prayers have 
been heard, and granted.-^Ood has rais- 
ed you up ; and it is now your part, to 
strive with all the powers which he hath 
thus a second time bestowed upon you, 
to miake his gracious bounty a real bles- 
smg." 

** Begin with offering the tribute of 
a grateful heart, to him who hath thus 
given you a new life ; and whether it be 
long or short, devote it all to him, by 
making it your daily study to learn and 
obey his holy commandments. But be- 
fore we consider what he chiefly requires 

No. XL 2^ 
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from you, I will in few . words (ell joUf 
what you must carefully and resolutely 
avoid : for ^*' ceasing to do evil," is (be 
first and mbst necessary step towards 
" learning to do well." 

** The Almighty gave a solemn com- 
mand by the prophet Moses, that no 
man should take his sacred name in vain : 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ never 
spoke more plainly than when he said, 
** Swear not »t all." It is again repeat- 
ed by the apostle James, *< Above all 
things, my brethren, swear nbt !" Yet 
there is no vice more common among 
those who call themselves worshippers 
of God, and disciples of his beloved 
nSon, than profane cursing and swearing: 
a practice so shameful and degrading, that 
one would (hink none but fhe lowest and 
most depraved of the human race could 
be guilty of it : and to which no man 
can say that he is tempted, either by 
profit or pleasure. Can it then be need- 
ful for me to warn you against thus wan- 
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IodIj insulting that High and Holy one» 
who has so lately delivered jou from the 
greatest danger to which a human crea* 
tare can be exposed, that of dying in a 
sinful state ? But as " the heart of man 
is deceitful," and old habits are ever 
ready to steal back upon us in unregard- 
ed moments, 1 do solemnly warn you^ 

to check the forbidden words, as they 
rise to your lips : and in guarding against 
the return of this sin, it is necessary 
that you get the better of aftother, by 
never giving way to anger. Remember 
tiie patient endurance of our blessed 
Lord, when treated with the most cruel 
insult and barbarity ; and do you in like 
manner bear with the provocations given 
you by your fellow*creattires, remember- 
ing the condition upon which we are 
taught to pray for the pardon of our 
own sins, — *< Forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
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" Why has jour merciful Creator raw- 
, ed jou from the bed of sicknessi bul to 
give yon one more opportunity of aaviug 
your soul? Aad will you reader (bi«^ 
wQnderful kindness on his part of no ef> 
fedt, and heap up the measure of your 
iniquity by base Ingratitude ? Ho, no, we 
will hope and pray for better things. 
Strive diligently to fit yourself for hea- 
ven, and fear not but to heaven you shall 
go. As *' a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ/' make war against every evil 
^habit and inclination: never stop or rest, 
till, through him, God hath given you a. 
glorious victory : and this be assured he 
will not fail to do» if you are not your- 
self wanting in that immoveable steadi- 
ness and resolution, which is so necesaa- 
ry in the christian warfare, that without 
it no one can " fight the good fight nt 
faith, or lay hold on eternal life." 

^^ Another most destructive habit, in 
a habit of drinking, which is not only 
wicked in itself, but by taking away our 
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senses, opens a wide door to other vices. 
It wastes the time and mooej, which might 
be employed to promote our comfort in 
this world, and our salvation in the next* 
If .this has been one of the sins of your 
past life, pray daily and hourly to God, 
that he will strengthen your resolutions, 
never again to be guilty of it. Uo not 
suppose that you may now and then in- 
dulge yourself with a little more than is 
needful, without again falling into ekcess : 
this, is a habit which must be entirely 
subdued — if subdued at all. If you are 
a true pemtent, and no other can find 
forgiveness at the throne of grace, you 
will dread the least approach towards a 
habit which has in time past been so de- 
structive to you, and resolve never again 
to enter those places where you are in 
most danger of being led ipto it, as well 
as to renounce as far as you are able, all 
society with those who continue the prac- 
tice.'' 
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M prgy ofien and earneitljr to Him who 
caD do a!l thiogt, (hat he will enable yoo 
to gaiQ this great Tietory over yourself, 
in words like these :"-^ 

'* O Almighty God I who at this mo- 
ment beholdest me~ thy unworthy aud 
guilty Greature, humbly bowing down be-^ 
fore thee ; have pity upon me, and of thy 
great mercy assist my endeavours to get 
the better of every sinful habit of my 
foPmef life, and more espechilly strength* 
^ en my resolutions never again to forfeit 
the precious senses which thou hast be* 
stowed upon me, and degrade myself to 
a level with the beasts that perish." 

<^ Grant, O righteous Father ! that I 
may from my heart detest every one at 
my past sios, and delight ill the new and 
holy life which I have chosen. May I 
pray without ceasing for the completion 
of that blessed change in my heart, which 
will fit me for a better world ; that when 
thou art pleased to caH me hedce, I may 
look up to thee as to a merciful Father, 
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wha hag promised pardoo and peace to 
ail who forsake tbeir sins, and turn to tbee 
witb sincerity and truth." 

" Thou didst send thy beloved Son, 
io teach us what we must do to inherit 
eternal life ; and he will come again at 
the last day, to raise us from our graves, 
and to crown, with everlasting blessed- 
aess, all those who have been his true 
and faithful followers* O that I had 
hearkened to his holy precepts ! that > I 
had taken them for the guide of my life ! 
I cannot recall the past ; I cannot bring 
back the happj days c£ innocence, when 
it was well with me, because I bad not 
offended God." 

<< But blessed, for ever blessed be thy 
holy name, thou hast given me a further 
time of trial: and my earnest prayer is,, 
that I may, by thy gracious help, be en- 
abled to spend every future hour, , so as^ 
to prove the truth of my repentance, and 
render me a fit object of thy pardoning 
mercy." 
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<* To Thee, O Almigbf y God ! be hoo- 
our and glory for ever ! Ameo." 

A true christian friend woald not atop 
here, in his advice and instructions to the 
recovering man. Swearing and drunk- 
enness are great sins, and to give way to 
anger, hatred, or malice, will shut a man 
out of the heavenly kingdom ; but there 
are other vices equally fatal, and if he 
suspects him to have been guilty of these, 
be will thus give him solemn warning of 
their consequences. 

'* If in your former life you have 'prac- 
tised any manner bf dishonesty, beware I 
As you value your soul, beware of the 
smallest shadow of a return to it again. — 
Take not a penny, nor a penny's worth, 
that is not strictly your own, and if you 
are employed for a master, do his work 
well and diligently. Remember that the 
eye of a just and holy God is upon you 
every moment, and that he will reward 
or punish you in a future world, as your 
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deeds have been good or evil, io this 
your state of disciplioe and trial.*' 

" Would you forfeit the glorious hopes 
of happiness io heaven? Would yoo 
shut yourself out from that blessed place, 
for the paltry gains of cheating and over- 
reaching in this short 'life? gains which 
the pangs of an evil conscience will ne- 
ver suffer you to enjoy ? Remember, O 
remember the state from which you have 
been so lately rkised; when your soul 
shook within you at the prospect of an un- 
prepared death. Never let such another 
hour of terror seize upon your trembling 
heart ; but by ^ life of strict honesty and 
true holiness, make your peace with Ood 
— resolving rather to feed upon* a crust, 
and quench your thii^st with water from 
the running stream, than load your soul 
with the guilt and misery of another 
sin. 

'*To a life of righteousness, the best 
prospect of happiness is given even in 
this world, and in general we should re« 

No. XI. 3 



18 The Skk Man's Friend. 

solve lo do all that our duty requires, if 
we rightlj understood our present com* 
fort and advantage. If you are diligent, 
sober, and strictly honest, tbe cliange in 
your character will soon be found out, 
and good men will seek to employ you ; 
you will gain valuable friends, and your 
family will love and cherish you. But 
what is a thousand times more than ail 
tfats,^od will freely pardon youv past 
offences. — His blessing will dwell with 
you, and you will every day find more 
ease and comfort in your own mind, more 
love of Him, more feith in his promises 
of forjriveness to the truly penitent; more 
delight in what is good, and more hatred 
and dread of evil, till by degrees you are 
*' born again,'' — and in the true gospel 
sense, become "a new creature :" for so 
must every wicked man be changed, be« ' 
fore he can enter into the kiogdom. of 
God.*' 

*< Be not afraid, or ashamed to tell year 
•Id companions that you are an altered 
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i,and fuHy resolved'to lead a new life ; 
and if the J will hearken to yoii, exhort 
fheod to do the same. Tell them what yoo 
felt, when death teemed ready to carrj 
jroti unprepared before the }udgroent«seat 
of Christ ; of God'a tender mercjr in rata* 
mg yott frool th^ border of the grave, 
and by prolonging your life, giving you 
an opportunity to amend your ways, and 
obtain his gracious pardon of your paat 
dflkoces/' 

^ Who can tell whether God may not 
give a blessing to these your charitable 
endeavoors-Awho can say that you may 
not be the mean employed by him to save 
the soul of a feilow'-creature. If but one 
will hearken to you, if you can prevail 
upon 07ie to forsake his sins, and live 
^ soberly, righteoasly, and godly," dur- 
mg the remaioder ef his abode in thie 
world,— ^you will have done a blessed and 
a glorioua work \ a work in which yon 
will have reason to rejoice, through time, 
and through eternity." 
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But to give yourself a chance for tbii, 
your own conduct must in all respeets be 
a fit example for ihoie whom you exhort 
and advise. They must see in you, how 
good and lovely a truly christian life is, 
before you can hope to persuade them 
to the practice of it. O let the hope of 
saving your fellow-creatures, doublj. in- 
cite you to be <' perfect in erery good 
work," remembering '^ that he who con- 
verteth a sinner from the error of his 
way, shall save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of sins." 

But it is not to the wicked alone, that 
pain and sickness'come, or to the wick- 
ed alone that they are needful. — The 
best of us have much to repent of, and 
much to amend. In the days of health 
and ease, we are always in danger of set- 
ting our hearts too much upon the pre- 
sent life ; upon the business, or. the plea- 
sures of it. But, my brethren, neither 
of these will forward us a single step on 
our way to heaven. If we could gain. 
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tbe whole w^rl^f, »od alj the »tO€k of falso 
^a«oreB which it can boa»t, what at last 
would i\ avsul. us, when we might slill 
Idie out own aoiils. Like hioi io tbe par- 
aMey wf EDay heap together a load of 
treasure ; we may pull down our bkrna, 
and build greater ; and say within oar- 
seiveSy '^We have good things laid up 
£mf the enjoyment of many years !" for- 
getting that in one night our souls may 
be required from us ! 

To a man in such a state, though the 
world sees^him prosperous, and calls him 
happy, and though be is well satisfied 
with his own condition, a fit of sickness 
may be a real bles3ing ; indeed it must 
be so if he suffer it io have its proper and 
Biititral efiect, of turning-his thoughts in- 
ward» to examine what has been the real 
character of his pa»t life, and what are^ 
the present dispoaitions of his mind. If 
he baa been a careless follower after plea- 
sure, or anxiously striving for wealth or 
power, how is it possible that the state 
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of his heart and affections can be socii as 
will (it him for the glorious society of 
heaven? for being admitted into the 
more immediate presence of the Al- 
mighty, and dwelling in the light of his 
countenance? The happy feelings which 
such hopes inspire, can only belong to 
the truly pious man, when the hour of 
his death approaches ; the days of whose 
youth and health were a constant prepa- 
ration for them. When he' was **ejes 
to the blind, and feet to the la^e ;'' when 
" the blessing of him who was ready to 
perish came upon him," and he ** caused 
the widow's heart to sing for joy." 
Then was he securing to himself, through 
the infinite mercy of Ood, a peaceful 
death, and a joyful resurrection. Then 
was he pouring oil into that lamp which 
must light him to the marriage feasts and 
putting on the wedding garment^ "clean 
and white," which is '< the righteousness 
of saints." 
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» But the child of this world, the lover 
of gain, the lover of vanit j, the lover of 
pleasure, can have no such delightful 
bopes: he has busied himself in a vain 
pursuit of what he believed would be ad* 
vantageous to him, during the continu- 
ance of this short life, while he leaves to 
chance, or rather leaves undone, and al- 
most unthought of, the chief concern of 
bis being ; he has been eager and anx- 
ious to provide for the welfare of a few 
uncertain dajs, while no preparation is 
made for the everlasting ages of e(er« 
nit J I 

To awaken men from this state of stu- 
pid folly, does our merciful Father some- 
times send sickness : and bow must one 
of these mUpenders of time despise him- 
self, when he looks back upon his past 
life, and sees how little that is really 
good and worthy, has been done in the 
course of it ; how little use he has made 
of that blessed light, which shining from 
beaven, was sent to guide bis steps 
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through a dark aqd da»gerou3 world. 
When he feels the chastentng band of 
the Lord upoo him, and looks for a spee* 
dy call to adother* world, bow Tain and 
empty will all those things appear, which 
he has hitherto been wishing and toUiag 
for. Not ohe of them will then seem 
worthy of a moment's thought, for his 
whole soul will be 6lled with alarm and 
apprehension respecting that unseen state 
to wtfich he is approaching. 

Should a christian friend visk one in 
this condition, and to visit the sick is one 
of the great duties of the christian life, 
would he not tenderly inquire of him re- 
specting the state of his mind, and as one 
desirous to assist him in makitig such 
preparation as he might still have time to 
make, he would perhaps address him 
thus : 

^' My friend, I qome not to motiff^ orer 
your sufferings, but to speak to you of 
those things which will help yoa to bear 
them patiently ; which will coinfort and 
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support you when they are most severe, 
aod enable you when either pain or sor* 
row presses heavily, to look meekly 1o- * 
wards heaven, and say with pious Eli, 
**It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 
bim good." x 

••When your bodily sufferings are 
great, hearken to, and comfort yourself 
with the exhortation of the apostle, — 'My 
SOD, despise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord, nor faijit when thou art rebuk- 
ed of him : for whom the Lord Jovetb, 
bim he chasteneth, und scourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth.' " 

••Strive then to approve yourself a 
true convert to the doctrine and disci- 
pline of Christ, by showing much pa- 
tience under afSiction, so shall your suf- 
ferings be sanctified unto you, and this 
day be the commencement of a new and 
holy life." 

^' Be thankful that you have no wicked 
deeds, no heavy crimes to burden your 
conscience at this solemn hour.* You 
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have led what the world calls a barailefii 
life. But is this all that a cbrUUaa it 
called upon to do ? The precioua book 
which makes known to us the whdle wiU 
of our heavenly Father, has alwaja been 
open before you, yet you have neglected 
to study its contents, which would have 
taught you to despise a worldly w • 
careless life, and to employ your kealthi 
your strength, and your upderstaodiBg, 
lo glorify God, and do good to your felh 
low-creaturcin* You have called yoor- 
self by the name of Christ, without obey-* 
ing his holy precepts $ forgetting b» owa 
■acred words which ought io be wrItteD 
on every heart-r^'^ He that hath my com* 
mandments, and keepeth fAem» be it ifl 
who loveth me 1" and << Why call ye me. 
Lord, Lord, and do noi the things which 
I say V 

*' A (rue disciple of Jesus Cluriel 
V never spends a day, and scarcely an 
hour, without considering whether hie 
present pursuitt-^his thoughts, bii words» 
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and aetioDB, are those which become the 
follower of such a Lord ? whether the 
dispoeition and temper of his mincl be 
pious, humble, kind, and fixed on heaven 
like his ?•— -Thrice happy is the man who 
doeth this, whether his station in the 
world be high or low, whether he prosper^ 
or be unfortunate, his life is sweetened 
by that most powerful of ail cordials, 
fcope/^^and when his latest hour draws 
nigh, his heart rests securely on the 
mercy of his Almighty Father, while he 
looks with the bright eye of faith, to the 
glorious inheritance which is prepared 
for his saints !" 

^* But the careless, the worldly-minded, 
cannot hope to ''die the death of the 
righteous ;" as their liyes hare been 
widely different, so their '* last end" 
must be unlike his. Nothing but habits 
of holiness and virtue, nothing but '' fear- 
ing God, and keeping his command- 
ments," will be certain to " bring a man 
peace at the last/' 
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" Past time however cannot be re* 
called ; past sins cannot be undone, and 
all that now remains for you, is to bumble 
your soul before God, confessing, and 
truly repenting of all the wrong that you 
have done, and all the good that you 
have left undone ; and resolving to spend 
every hour that he still bestows upoa 
you, as his thankful and obedient servant. 
Perhaps your sickness may be prolong- 
ed, and your sufferings may continue 
or increase ; should it be so, make the 
most of the opportunity it gives you^ 
to practise that noble christian virtue, 
perfect submission io the will of God, 
Collect all the strength of your mind, 
to endure patiently, remembering that 
'< though no chastening for. .the present 
seemeth io be joyous, but grievous : 
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness, to them 
who are exercised thereby.'* 

*^ Wherefore lift up" in thankfulness, 
*< the hands that hang down,*' and beod 
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the <* feeble knees :" letting the calmneis 
of jour mind, and jour kind and gentle 
behaviour to all that tend upon or visit 
J009 show that a real change is taking 
place in your heart, an approach towards 
that ** holiness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord." 

** If jour strength will permit, tell those 
^ around jou that jou are full j sensible of 
the sins and errors of jo^ur past life ; and 
entreat them to beware of loving the 
world, and the things of the world, while 
thej forget to love and adore him who 
gave them being, and to do good to their 
brethren of mankind. Tell them, too, 
that if JOU should be mercifullj raised 
from jour present sickness, jou are fnllj 
resolved to devote jour future life to 
God, bj carefullj watching for everj 
opportunitj of doing good, and mak* 
ing jour will on all occasions, bend to 
his will. In these good resolutions jou 
must hourlj and ferventlj praj Him to 
strengthen jou ; and should this be jour 
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last illaeMi shoutd you never U«v« tbiB 
roooi till you are carried to tbe ^rave*-- 
even tbe daya ef yeur pain and sicknesi 
may thus heiome a real bleaaiog to you ; 
fdr if you aapport 4bein in a truly Chris- 
tian manner, they vill do something to- 
wards purifying your heart, and in some 
degree preparing you for the great change 
which 6od is about to make in your con- 
dition. Be not weary, therefore, of suf- 
fering the Lord's wtU, if it pleases him to 
prolong the time ; but bear Constantly in 
mind, that a, patient submission to all that 
X he inflicts, is one proof of the sincerity 
V of your repent n^, and may, perfakps, 
be the only one that it will ever be io 
your power to give." 

'* When a man believes himself to be 
near leaving tbe world, it costs bfm little 
to say, even with sincerity, that he hates 
bh sins ; for he can then have neither 
power nor inclination to commit the great- 
er part of them* The time of trial comes 
when health returns. It is then that ^e 
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me»ty by an altered life, pjrove (bat the 
dorrow ami anguiaii b« so lately fel(| arose 
flrcnn real and Irue repentance.'^ 

** Should the Almighty mercifully grant 
to you a further time of trial, remeiabery 
tkat upon the use you make of it, your 
■ teKatioB depends. Nothing will assiet 
f^u eo mocb ay keeping 6od in all your 
AeughTs, and frequently addressing bias 
in prayer. Often call to mind those 
ftLiilts to which you ha^e beep most sub- 
ject, and pray earnestly for bis gracious 
help, in the necessery and diflh:ult work 
of overcoming them all* When you 
have conquered an evil habit, you have 
gained a victory, and have reason both 
for joy and thankfulnesn/' 

** O, my friend, may a longer life be 
}ent you, and may you go on with in- 
ereasitig 2eal and activity in this blessed 
course ! May the world, with its cares 
and vanities, be as nothing to you, in com- 
parison of the great and glorious prise 
which Ood hath set before us, in the gos- ' 
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pel of our Lord Jesus Christ. - Let ns 
humbly bow down before hiid, while 6uff 
hearts ascend to the throne of bis mercy 
in fervent prayer!" 

**0 thou Almighty Searcher of Hearts ! 
incline thine ear, we beseech thee, to ua 
who now cM upon thee. He whom thou 
visitest with sickness, entreats thee to 
have compassion upon him, and to grant 
that he may so patiently and thankfully 
endure the pains which thou layest uppa 
him, that they may answer thy merciful 
purpose, and be beneficial to his soul." 

*' Should it be thy good pleasure to 
remove him hencie, he dreads the fearful 
consequences of the careless and faultj 
life which he has led ! He feels that he 
has been a slothful servant, and deserves 
not admittance into the kingdom of his 
Lord. What would he not now endure, 
to undo the least of his sins ! But that 
cannot be : an evil deed once committed, 
can never be recalled." 



» Tfton, O Ood^art fbe Father of mere j, 
and Kast of thy great goodnaaa promrsed 
forgiveneaa to tko Iralj peoitent. Oh ! 
may he who now liei before thee be of that 
ttomber ; nay bis heart be reallj changed, 
Md reooancing the folly and the evil that 
IB in the worhi, may he henceforth devote 
bimaeif to thee ; apendiBg the remainder 
of bis life^ if thou dost graciously prolong 
it, in a strict and holy obedience to thy 
righteous tairs. May his soul be so puri* 
fied by the habits of a virtuous life, that 
when the time of his departure shall 'ar- 
rive, he may willingly resign this frail and 
mortal' being, fall of faith in the promises 
which thou hast given us through him, 
who is ' the resurrection and the life/ in 
whom believing, ** though we were dead, 
yet shall we live." 

' ** Thou, and thou alone^, canst read the 
heart. Thou wilt do with him as thou 
seest right. All that thou does! is holy, 
just, and good : and we praise and magnify 
thee for all.'' 
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*' To Tbee, O heavenly Father, as the 
disciples of Jesus Christ, we ascribe all 
honour and glorj, dominion and power, 
for ever : Amen." 

Will you not now, my reader, join with 
me in saying, that a fit of sickness some- 
tifues is a real blessing ; that it alwaya 
may be so, and is intended as such^i by 
the all-wise and good being who sends it. 
'*[f ye endure chastening, God dealeth 
with you as sons; for what sob is he, 
whom, the Father chasteneth not?" But 
if you rise from this painful visitation 
unimproved ; if, when you return to 
health, you return also to a life of sin, or 
even to a life of folly, or worldly-mind* < 
edness, 1 tremble for your condition, and 
coi^ld almost say that such a case is hope- 
less. 

Sickness takes us as it were to the 
borders of that unknown world which 
will be our future home. Nothing but the 
gate of death stands between us and its 
view. Had that gate opened as we ex* 
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pected, this short life would have Beem- 
ed but as a dream that ia past, aod the 
awful hour of the resurrection been imoie* 
diatelj present to our sight. The sleep 
of death is but as a nooment, till the tast 
trumpet sounds, which wi)! awake the 
whole human race, and call them from 
their graves, to appear before the judg* 
ment-seat of Christ, who is appointed 
by his Almighty Father to weigh our 
thoughts, words, and actions, in his most 
righteous balance, and to render unto ev- 
ery one according as his works have 
been. 

Think often, ye worldly-minded ; think 
deeply, ye careless ones, of that awful 
hour ! and it will show you the real value 
of the present life, and the glorious use 
that may be made of it : — will convince 
you that it is childish folly, or rather mad- 
nesst to strive eagerly and anxiously for 
the gains or the pleasures of a few short 
and uncertain days, while no preparation 
is made for the ages that will never end. 
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But for yon who liye itf the actaarl com- 
missiod of crifries — who blasphenre joiir 
Maker, and titter corses against jont tel- 
Jow-cnen ; who deal falsely and deceive; 
who cheat and lie, and seek greedily af- 
fer the gains of ungodliness ; stop-^stop 
in your career of guilt, and try if you 
can bear to look steadily forward, to the 
fast approaching day of .solemn reckon- 
ing. Can you stand before th^ Searcher 
of Hearts, and answer the inquiries that 
must then be made ? when every wicked 
deed, however secretly committed', and 
however skillfully concealed during your 
8t«y in this world, will be brought to light, 
and exposed to the view of men and an- 
gels. 

* Do you, who lead sinful Fives, hope hi 
that awfut hour to plead^the merits of a 
Saviour, to avert the punishment which 
you feel that you have deserved? Wifl 
you say to him in that day, '^ Lord, 
Xiord, we were baptized unto thy namje, 
we have read thy holy gospel, we hav« 
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called ourselves thy disciples and 'follow* 
ere, and we depend upon tbee to save 
us V* And will he not profess unto such 
unrighteous persons, <* I never knew 70U : 
depart from me, all je that work iniquity." 
We have now considered the case of a 
sinner in the worst sense of the word, of 
a wicked mait, wh^n he lies upon the bed 
of sickness : and we have also taken a view 
of the careless and worldlj-minded, when 
the Almighty lays his chastening hand 
upon him, and we have seen that bodily 
pains and weaknesses are sent to both, for 
the merciful purpose of breaking them off, 
for a short time at least, from a life of vice 
and folly ; and by bringing their future 
and eternal state, as it were, close to their 
eyes, and almost before their view, to 
show them how dangerous their condi- 
tion is, and incite them to a thorough 
change in heart and conduct. Liet us 
now turn to a scene of a very different 
kind ; to the sick room of a real Chris* 
tiao; one who not only in words acknow- 
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Tedges Christ for his Lord, hot, by every 
action of his iiFe, proves bimsetf hi» ain- 
cere disciple ; one, who is not o»lj tFue 
and just, but kind and liber^)^ in aH bif 
dealings ; who fs the cornfert and sup- 
port of his parents, his wife, and bi» ehil- 
dren ; and, as far as in hiiii Kes, the friend 
and helper of every one ^ bi» f^Maw- 
creatures. But, above aK, one yrbo bat 
Ck>d in all bis thoughts, living biai^, *^ with 
all bis heart, and with aH hh soul', mtd 
with all bis strength."^ 

When such a man is visHed mth aiek- 
ness, it produces in broi neither terrep 
lior amazeorent. He bows humbly down, 
nnder a hand from which be well knows, 
tiothing but good can ever come; and 
fervently prays that he may be so far en- 
abled to imitate bis beloved Master, as 
to bear meekly and patiently, whatever 
God is pleased to lay upon him. Iii9 
mind is not troubled, for he has the beart- 
cheerhig testimony of a good eon^cieneej 
which speaks peace to bis soul-> by telKog 
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'hknp that << In simfilicity, and godly bIq- 
ceritj^ he ha« ftad kU coaxersation in the 
world." He is more seosible of his pant 
and present faults, than any other person 
caa be, for he has constantly and dili- 
geatlj examined his own heart, to find, 
and root out ever/ wrong inclination, that 
found a pisfce there. This was the great 
business of his life ; and wherein he has 
failed, for every remaining error, be hum- 
bly entreats forgiveness fi;om Ood, upon 
the gracious terms made known unto us 
in the gospel of his beloved Son. 

in every interval of ease afforded ip 
him, he comforts his mourning friends ; 
bidding them not *^ sorrow a9 those who 
have no hope,'* nor heavily lament his 
loes ; but trust in him who is a <* Father 
to the fatherless, and the widow's Ood," 
to comfort and protect them after his de- 
parture* But more than all, be is earnest 
in exhorting them, steadily to resist all 
temptations to evil ; and so to live in 
the love and practice of every chriatiim 
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yirtjie, that thej may all meet and re- 
joice together, in thai thrice happy land, 
which neither sickness nor sorrow can 
ever enter. 

What an affecting, what an edifying 
sight, to behold his family kneeling round 
his bed, while with heart and eyes lifted 
4ip, he thus addresses him who dwelleth 
in the highest heavens ! 

<< O thou Almighty being ! who gavest 
me that life which thou n6w reqiiirest at 
mj hands ! accept the homage of a grate- 
ful heart, for this thine inestimable gift. 
For the many blessings which I have re- 
ceived, I bow down before Thee in hum- 
ble thankfulness : and above all, for the 
glorious assurance, that after my mortal 
frame shall be laid in the ground, and re- 
duced to the same unconscious dust from 
which it was first formed, thou wilt again 
restore me to life, at the great day of the 
resurrection, when <* All who are in their 
graves shall hear the voice of the Son of 
Man ' and they that hear shall live !" 
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^* My firm failh in ibis Thj gracious 
proiniae> enables me to look forward with- 
out dismay to the approaching hour, 
when I must put o3* f his * earthly taberna- 
cle/ and resign mj being into Thy faith- 
ful keeping." 

" Thou, O my heavenly Father, hast 
been my guide and comforter, during my 
pilgrimage through this changeful i^rorld ; 
and I humbly pray Thee to be my firm 
support in its remaining hours. On 
Thy infinite mercy, vouchsafed to us 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, do I 
solely rely for the pardon of my sins, 
and acceptance at that great day, when 
all Thy childi'en will be gathered togeth- 
er, in one glorious assembly before Thy 
face, 

** O that not one of those who are here 
present may be found wanting ! May 
they all, by * a patient continuance in well 
doing, seek for glory, honour, and immor- 
tality ;' and ' when Christ, who is our (ifei 
shall appear,* may we be numbered with 

No. XL 5 
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his faithful servants, aiid admitted info 
that heavenly kingdom whiere * (here ii 
fulness of joy, and pleasures for ever^ 
more !* Amen.** 

that the sinner could look upon a 
sight nke (his ! (hat he^could see the pi- 
ous joy and con&dence, with which a real 
christian quits this earthly scene, and 
follows the call of his creator, into an un* 
known world ! Surely it would melt his 
heart. Surely he would see and con- 
fess, that the lot of the righteous is a 
blessed lot ; and bowing meekly down 
before the throne of his o^ended God, 
begin a new and holy life. 

1 shall conclude with earnestly exhort- 
ing evnry one of ray readers, to look care- 
fully to (he path (hat he is in : for each 
succeeding day and hour, carries him 
swiftly forward, towards misery or bless- 
edness. Surely^ my christian brethren, 
it concerns us nearly, to be well assured 
which road we are travelling ; for wheth« 
cr we are aware of it or not, every mo- 
ment speeds us rapidly down (Be stream 
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of time» towards the boundless ocean of 
Eternity. Every day finishes the earth- 
ly course of some among us, nor can the 
youngest or the moat vigorous be cer* 
lain, that Ood will not summon him the 
next. 

What madness is it then^ to delay for 
a single hour, to make all possible prepa* 
ration for a state in which we must live 
foi*ever. When compared with this great 
work, all the other cares and employ- 
ments of life, are as nothing. While we 
have youth and health then, let us zeaN 
ousiy use them in the service of our Ma- 
ker; rejoicing that we are able, even in 
the smallest degree, to forward his glori- 
ous designs; and if the years of heallh 
and youth are over, if unhappily they 
bave been lost in sin and foliy^ think it 
not too late even then, to turn wittf all 
your hearts, to God, and goodness. 
Study your Bible daily, and lay its righ- 
teous precepts to your heart. Take Je- 
sus, your holy, humble, and now glorified 
Master, for your example in all things. 
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Live a life of piety, of sobemess, of strict 
truth and honesty. Have no part in the 
corrupt practices of the world ; flee from 
them, detest theoi. *' Look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen : for the things which 
are seen are temporal^ but the things 
which are not seen are eternal /" 

*' Giving all diligence, add to your 
faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge ; 
and to knowledge, temperance; and to 
temperance, patience ; and to patience, 
godliness ; and to godliness, brotherly- 
kindness ; and to brotherly kindnesSj 
charity/' '^ Give diligence to make 
your calling aod election sure," for " if 
ye do these things, ye shall never fall." 

** And may the God of all grace, 
who hath calfed us unto his eternal glory, 
by Jesus Christ, after that ye have suf- 
fered a while, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you.'* " To Him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever!*' 
Amen. 

FINIS. 
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COITRTEOta READBRy 

I HAYJB heard that nothing gives an au* 
thor so great pleasurCy as to find bis 
works respectfullj qaoted by others. 
Judge, then, how . cnucb I must .have 
been gratified bj an incident I am going, 
to relate to jou. I stopped my^ horse 
iatelj, where a great number of people 
were collected at an auction of merchants* 
goods. The hour of the sale not being 
come, they were conversing on the bad- 
nesB of the times ; and one of the com« 
panj called to a plain, clean, old man, 
with white locks, 'Praj, Father Abra- 
ham, what think you of ,tbe times ? Will 
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not those heavy fait:e8 quite ruio the 
country ? How shall we be ever able to 
pay them ? What would you advise us 

to?' Father Abraham stood up and 

replied^ * Jf you would ha,ve my advice^ 
I will give it you in short ; *' for a word 
- to the wise is enough," as Poor Richard 
Hays/ They joined in desiriag him to 
speak his mind, and, gathering round him, 
he proceeded as follows : ' 

'Friends/ says he, 'the taxes are 
indeed very heavy ; and if those laid on 
by government were the only ones ^e 
had to {iay, we might more easily dis- 
charge them ; bnt we 'hav^ many others, 
and much more grievous fb some of us. 
We are taxed twice ^ much by our 
idleness, three times .as much by our 
pride, aiid four times as much by our 
folly; and from these taxe« the commis- 
sioners cannot ease or deliver us, by al- 
lowing an abatement. However, let us 
hearken to good advice, and something 
may be done for, ud ; •' God helps them 
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that help tfaemseives," as Poor Richard 
sajs. 

I. Mt would be thought a hard go<i^ 
Terameot that should lax its people one- 
tenth part of their time to be employed 
in its service ; but idleness taxes maoj 
of us much more ; sloth» bj bringing on 
diseases, absolutely shortens life. 

* ** Sloth, like rust, consumes faster 
than labour wears, while the used key is 
always bright,*' as Poor Richard says.— 
** But dost thou love life ? then do not 
squander time, for that is the stuff life is 
made of," as Poor Richard says. — How 
much more than is necessary do we 
spend in sleep ! forgetting that " the 
sleeping fox catches no poultry, and that 
there will be sleeping enough in the 
grave,** as Poor Richard says. 

**^If lime be of all things the most 
precious, wasting time must be," as Poor 
Richard says, ''the greatest prodigali* 
tj ;" since, as he eUewhere tells us, 
'* Jjost time is never found again ; and 
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what we call time enough, always pr<^Tei 
little enough." Let us then up and be 
doing, and doing to the purpose: so by 
diligence shall we do more, with less 
perplexity. <* Sloth makes all things 
diflScult, but industry all easy ; and he 
that riseth late must tr6t all day, and shall 
scarce overtake his business at night; 
while laziness travels so slowly, that pov- 
erty soon overtakes him* Drive thy 
business^ let not that drive thee | and ear- 
ly to bed and early to rise, makes a ntai} 
healthy, wealthy and wise,*' as Poof 
Richard says. 

*So what signifies wishing and hoping 
for better times ? We may make these 
times better, if we bestir' onrselves. 
"Industry need not wi^, and he that 
lives upon hope will die fasting. There 
are no gains without pains; l4ien help 
hands, for 1 have no lands ;" or if I have 
they are smartly taxed. *' He that hath a 
trade hath an estate ; and he that hath & 
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ealling hath ao office of profit and hon- 
our,'' as poor Richard says ; but then the 
trade must be worked at, and the calling 
well followed, or. neither the estate nor the 
office will enable us to pay our taxes. If 
we are industrious, we shall never starve ; 
for ^* at the working man's house hunger 
looks in, but dares not enter." Nor will 
the bailiff or the constable enter, for *' in« 
duBtry pays debts, while despair increas- 
eth them." W hat, though you have found 
no treasure, nor has any rich relation 
left you a legacy, ** diligence is the moth- 
er of good luck, and Ood gives all things 
to industry. Then plough deep, while 
sluggards sleep, and you shall have corn 
to sell and to keep." Work while it is 
called to-day, for you know not how 
much you may be hindered to-morrow. 
" One to-day is worth two to-morrows," 
as Poor Richard says ; and farther^ 
" Never leave that till to-morrow, which 
you can do to-day." If you were a ser- 
vant^ would you not be ashamed that a ' 
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good master should catch you idle ? Are 
you then your own master ? be ashamed 
to catch yourself idle, when there is sa 
much to be done for yourself, your faor- 
ily, your country, and your king. Han- 
dle your tools without mittens : remember 
that ^'The cat in gloves catches no mice/' 
as Poor Richard says. It is true there 
is much to be done, and, perhaps, you 
are weak-handed : but stick to it steadily, 
and you will see great effects ; for ** Con- 
stant dropping wears away stones ; and 
by diligence and patience tb^ mouse ate 
in two the cable; and little strokes fell 
great oaks.'' 

' Methinks I „ hear some of you say, 
•* Must a man afford himself no leisure ?" 
I will tell thee, my friend, what Poor 
Richard says, " Employ thy time' well, if 
thou meanest to gain leisure ; and, since 
thou art not sure of a minute, tbrow not 
away an hour." Leisure is time for do- 
i|)g something useful ; this leisure the dili- 
gent man will obtain, but the lazy qian 
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never ; for ^^ A We of leisure and a life of 
laziness are two things. Many, without 
labour would live by their wits only» but 
tbej break for want of stock ;** whereas 
industry gives comfort and plenty and 
respect. <^ Fly pleasures and they will 
follow you. The diligent spinner has a 
Jarge shift ; and now I have a sheep and 
a C0W9 every body bids me good-mor- 
row." 

II. 'But with our industry we roust 
likewise be steady, settled and careful, 
and oversee our own affairs with our own 
eyes, and not trust too much to others : 
for, as Poor Richard says, 

•• I never law an oft-removed tree. 
Nor yet an ofUremoved familj, 
That throve 10 weU as those that settled be.** 

And again, " Three removes are as bad 
as afire:" and again, *^Keep thy shop, 
and thy shop will keep thee :" and again, 
'< If you would have your btlsiness done, 
go ; if not, send." And again, 

^ He that hy the plough woald thriv^, 
Hinuelf must either bold or drive.^ 

1V». XIL 2 
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And again, " The eje of the master wiU 
do nrore work than both bis bands ;'' and 
again^ *' Want of care does us more dam- 
age than want of knowledge ;" and again, 
<' Not to oversee workmen is to leaye 
them your purse open." 

< Trusting too much to others' care is 
ith$ ruin of many ; for, '* In the affairs of 
this world, men are saved, not by faith, 
but by the want of it :'' but a man's own 
care is profitable ; for, ** if you would 
have a faithful servant, and one that you 
like, — serve yourself. A little neglect 
may breed great mischief; for want of a 
nail the shoe was lost; and for want of a 
shoe the horse was lost ; and for want 
of a horse the rider - was lost ;" being 
overtaken and slain by the enemy ; all 
for want of a little care about a horse- 
shoe nail* 

III. * So much for industry, my friends, 
and attention to one's own business ; but 
to these we must add frugality, if we 
would make our industry more certainly 
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miccenful. A man maj, if he knows 
not how to save as be gets, " keep bis 
fioae nU hiB life to f be grinclstone, and die 
not wortii a groat at last. A fat kitchen 
makes a lean will ;" and, 

** Many eitatei are fpcnt in the getting, 
£iiice wenea for tea fonook tpkioiog and Iroittipg, 
And men for punch forsook hewing and ipUtting.** 

« « If you would be wealthy, think of 
flaTiogi as well as of getting. , The 
ladies have not made Spain rich, be* 
cause her oot-goes are greater than her 
iococnes." 

' Away, then, with your expensive 
follies, and you will not then ^faave so 
Oiuch cause to complain of hard times, 
heayy tues, and chargeable families ; 
(for, 

^ Womra and wine, game and deceit, 
Make the wealth small, and the want great** 

And farther, *'What maintains one vice 
would bring up two children." You 
may think, perhaps, that a little tea or a 
tittle punch, now and then, diet a little 
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more costly, clothes a little finer, anil a lit- 
tie entertainment now and then can be no 
greatmatter; blitremember, ''Many alittle 
makes a mickle." Beware of little expen- 
ses ; " A small leak will sink a great ship," 
as Poor Richard sajs ; and again, ^^ Who 
dainties love shall beggars prove;" and 
moreover, " Fools make feasts and wise 
men eat them." Here jou are all got 
together to this sale of fineries and nick- 
nacks. You call them, goods ; but if 
you do not take care, they will prove 
evils to some of you. Tou expect they 
will be sold cheap, and perhaps they 
may for less than they cost ; but, if yoci 
have no occasion for them, they must be 
dear to yjou. Remember what Poor 
Richard says, ** Buy what thou hast no 
need of, and ere long thou shalt sell thy 
necessaries." And again, <* At a great 
pennyworth pause awhile." He means, 
that perhaps the cheapness is apparent 
only, and not real; or the bargain, by 
straitening thee in thy business, may do . 



The Way to Wealth. 13 

thee more harm than good. For, in 
another place, he says, *^ Many have 
been ruined by buying good penny- 
worths." Again, ^* It is foolish to lay 
out money in a purchase of repen* 
tance;'' and yet this folly is practised 
every day at auction9> for want of mind- 
ing the Almanack. Many a one, for the 
sake of finery on the back, have gone 
with a hungry belly, and half starved 
their families ; "Silks and satins, scarlets 
and velvets, put out the kitchen fire," as 
Poor Richard says. These are not the 
necessaries of life; they can scarcely 
be called the conveniences : and yet^ 
only because they look pretty, hoie 
many want to have Ihera ? By these and 
and other extrayagancies, the genteel 
are reduced to poverty, and forcea to 
borrow of those whom they formerly de- 
spised, but who, through industry and 
frugality, have maintained their standing; 
in which case it appears plainly, that 
<< A ploughman on his legs is higher than 
No. XIL 2* 
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a gentleman on his knees," as Poor 
Richard sajs. Perhaps thej have a 
small estate left them, which they knew 
not the getting of ; they think '* it is 
day and ivill never be night j!* that a 
little to be spent out of so much is not 
worth minding ; but ^* Always taking out 
of the meaMub, and never putting iiit 
soon comes to the bottom," as poor 
Richard says ; and then, ** When the 
Well is dry, (hey know the worth of 
water." But this they might have 
known before, if they had taken his ad- 
vice. " If you would know the value of 
money, go and try to borrow some ; for 
he that goes a borrowing, goes a sorrow- 
ing," as Poor Richard says; and, in* 
deed, so does he that lends to such peo- 
ple, . when he goes to get it in again* 
Poor Diet further advises, and says, 

** Fond pride of dress is sure a very ctine. 
Ere fancy you consult, consult your purse." 

' And again, ^* Pride is as loud a beggar 
{is Want, and a great deal more saucy." 
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IVben you have bought one fine thing, 
you must buy ten more, that your ap- 
pearance may be all of a piece ; . but 
Poor Dick says, '* It is easier to sup* 
press the first desire, than to satisfy all 
that follow it." And it is as truly folly 
for the poor to ape the rich, as for the 
frog to swell, in order id equal the ox. 

** Vessels large may venture more, 
But little boats should keep near shore.** 

It is, however, a folly soon, punished : 
for, as Poor Richard says, " Pride that 
dines on vanity, sups on contempt ;— 
Pride breakfasted with Plenty, dined 
with Poverty, and supped with Infamy." 
And after all, of what use is this pride 
of appearance, for which so much is 
risked, so much is suffered ? It cannot 
promote health, nor ease pain ; it makes 
no increase of merit in the person, it 
creates envy, it hastens misfortune. 

* But what madness it must be to run 
in debt for these superfluities ? We are 
offered, by the terms of this sale, six 
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monibs' credit ; and that, perhaps, has 
induced some, of us to attend it, because 
we cannot spare the ready monej, and 
hope now to foe finie without it. But ah! 
think what you do when you run in 
debt ; you give tp another power over 
your liberty. If you cannot pay at the 
time, you will be ashamed to see your 
creditor; you will be in fear when you 
speak to him ; yon wUi make poor, piti- 
ful, sneaking excuses, and, by degrees, 
come to bse your veracity, and ^ink 
into base, downright lying ; for, '^ The 
second vice is lying, the first is running 
in debt," as Poor Richard says ; and 
again, to^ the same purpose, *^ Lying 
rides upon Debt's back :" whereas a 
freeborn Englishman ought not to be 
ashamed nor afraid to see or speak to 
any man living. But poverty often de- 
prives a man > of all spirit and virtue. 
<< It is hard for an empty bag to stand 
upright." What would you think of that 
prince, or of that government, who should 
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issue an edict forbidding you to dress 
Jike agentlemsD or gentlwoman, on pain of 
imprisonment or servitude ? Would you 
not say that you were free, have a right 
to dreiis as you please, and that such an 
edict would be a breach of your privi- 
leges, and such a government tyranni- 
cal ? ^And yet you are about to put 
yourself under that tyranny, when you 
run in debt for such dress ! Your credi- 
tor has authority, at his pleasure, to de« 
prive you of your liberty, by con6ning 
you in ga«l for life, or by selling you 
for a servant, if you should not be able 
to pay him. When you have got your 
bargain, you may, perhaps, think little of 
payment ; but, as Poor Richard says, 
** Creditors have better memories than 
debtors ; creditors are a superstitious 
sect, — great observers of set days and 
times/* The day comes round before 
you are aware, and the demand is mad^ 
before you are prepared to satisfy it ; or 
if you bear your debt in mind, the term. 



which at first seeoifld so long, will, as it 
lestensy appear extremdj short : Tkoft- 
wili seem to hare added wings la ha 
beds as well as his shoulders. <* Those 
have a short Lent who have moDej to 
be paid at Baster.'' At present, per- 
haps, you oMy thiok jourse]|<res m thrlT- 
ing circumslaDces, and that you cao 
bear a little estravagaace witkotft io* 
jury; but 

^ For age and want save %r4iile joo tn^, 
No Borniog mo larti a wholt. daf.** 

* Gain may be temperary aud wncer* 
tain ; but erer, while you Uto, espenie 
is constant and cei^tain ; and ** it is 
easier to build two chiuineys fhae tc 
keep one in fuel/' as poor Richard says 
«0y '* Blather go to bed supperless, thac 
rise in debt :" 

*' Get what 70a can, and what 70a get lioidf 

^Til the stone that wHi tarn aU 70Hr kad into gold." 

And when you have got the philosO' 
pber's stone, sure you will no longer 
coaiplain of bad times, or the difficult/ 
of paying taxes. 



IV. * This doctFine, mj friend^i ia 
resisoa and wisdotn ; but after aU, do nc^ 
depend too much upiMi your own indus- 
try and frugality and prudence, though 
excellent things; for Ihey may all be blast* 
ed without the blessing of heaven ; and 
therefore ask that blessing humbly, 
aj:id be not uneharitable to those that al 
present seem to want it,* but comfort and 
help them* "Remember, Job »u£Eered 
^ud was afterwards prosperous* 

*' And now to conclude, ^* Experience 
keeps a dear school, bu-t fools will learn 
in DO other," as Poor Richard says, and 
scarce in that ; for it is true, ** We may 
give adf ice, but we cannot give conduct.'' 
However, remember this, ^ They that 
will not be counselled cannot be help- 
ed ;'* and farther, that ** If you will not 
bear Reason, she will surely rap yonr 
ksucklei," as Poor Richard says.' 

Thus the old gentleman ended his 
harangue. The people heard it and ap- 
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proved the doctrine^ and immediate!/ 
practised the contrary, just as if it had 
been a common sermon ; for the auction 
opened, and they began to buy extrava- 
gantly. 1 found the good man had 
^thoroughly studied my Almanacks, and 
digested all I had dropped on those 
topics during the eoucae of twenty-five 
years. The frequent mention he made of 
me must have tired any one else ; but my 
vanity was wonderfully delighted with it, 
though I was conscious that not a tenth 
part of the wisdom was my own, which 
he ascribed to me ; but rather the glean- 
ings that I had made of the sense of all 
ages and nations. However, I resolved 
to be the better for the echo of it ; and, 
though I had at first determined to buy 
stuff for a new coat, I went away, resolf* 
€d to wear my old one a little longer. 
Reader, if thou wilt do the same^ thy 
profit will be as great as mine. 
I am, as ever, thine to serve tbee, 

•Richard SAUirsfiRS* 
riffif. 
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AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS 

TO THE POOR. 



O^B of tlie strong proofs givaD by our 
liord jr«BU9 to Ibe ditcipleB of JTohn the 
Baptist, that be wbb indeed the Christ, 
Ibe anoiirted prophet of Ood ; was that 
the Gospel, or the glad tidings of the 
kingdom ot the Messiah, was preached 
to the poor ; — and to the poor, who if 
they are ^* rich in faith,*' and ** zealous of 
good works,'' will be inheritors of that 
beaTenly kiogdoai, a smcere friend and 
well-wisher desires to speak, to ask a few 
phin questions, and to offer a little plain 
advice ; which if it be received with the 
same kindness of heart, as the writer feels 
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while giving it, maj, it is hoped, promote 
the welfare of those who read, not oolj' 
in this world, but in that which lies be* 
yond the grave ! But of tJbis there can be 
DO hope, unless they will seriously attend 
to what is said, and read it over and over 
often, that its full meaning may be under* 
stood : for without this, my time in writ- 
ing and yours in giving a hasty perusal 
to what 1 have written, will be equally 
thrown away* 

The first question I mean to ask is, 
'^ Do you wish to be happy V* and to 
this I believe I may answer — yes, for 
every one of the human race. The great 
matter then to be settled is, how happi- 
ness may be obtained. 

You all know that Ood made you, that 
he made the world and all things in it^ 
ftnd that he can, whenever it pleases him, 
take away the life which he has given, or 
if he spare your life, he can take away 
your senses, and render you a fool or a 
madman ; or, if he spare your senses, be 
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can in many different waje deprive jou 
of the use of jourlimbs, or send such 
painful dborders as witi make life a mis- 
er j and a burden to you ! all tbis you 
know be can do ; and besides this he can 
call your friends, your parents, your chil*' 
dkren, out of the world, and take from you 
every thing that you value, every thing 
that makes life a blessing to you ! any, 
or all these things you know he can do 
ifi a moment of time, whenever it pleaseth 
him* 

Can you then hope to be happy against 
the will of this all Powerful Being ? Can 
you deceive Him who is ** about your 
path, and about your bed, and spies out 
all your ways?" Can you hide your 
sins from him ? Can you cheat, or lie, or 
swear, without his knowing it ? You are 
sensible that you cannot; you know 
that his awful eye is always upon you I 
that every thought of your heart is open 
to his view ! and that he can punish your 
intended crimes, even before you have 

No. XIII. 1 * 
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had time Or opportunity for comtDittiog 
thrill! 

But it is not during this life only, that 
Ood is thus Almighty over all that we 
are, and all that we have : he has lold 
us in his holy Scriptures that we all 
must die ! all return to that dust frora 
which his infinite goodness first took us, 
when he formed us into men, and breath- 
ed into our nostrils the breath of life. 
That breath, that precious life, must re- 
turn to him who gave it, till the glorious 
morning of the resurrection dawns upon 
the long night of the grave ! Then at the 
call of the holy Jesus, the man whom 
Ood hath appointed to be the judge of 
the living and the-dead, will all arise front 
sleep, to live through the endless ages of 
eternity. 

Yon are then an immortal being I one 
who will be alive forever! and the short 
time you pass upon earth may well be 
compared to the infant years of roan, in 
which he is to acquire those things which 
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may be useful to him in riper age. This 
world is a school where we maj learn 
those christian virtues, without which, 
we can never obtain the glorious things 
iptended for us in the next ; and one 
who passes through life without finding 
out, and carefully practicing what is good, 
is like a child sent to school by a kind 
father, who foolishly and wickedly re- 
solves to learn nothing while he is there, 
but to return back worse instead of bet- 
ter for the pains which have been be- 
stowed upon him. 

Would ypu not be greatly disappoint- 
ed if you were the patent of such a 
child? who, after you had been at a 
largp expense in placing him where he 
might be taught all that would make him 
rich, and wise, and happy ,^ came home to 
you at the end of a number of years, 
much more stupid and ignorant in all that 
he ought to know, than he was before he 
«et out? 
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It is th»«<«Fith the Almigbty and bid 
ebtMren of mankind ^ He sends us ioto 
the world tender and innoeent infants ; 
Ignorant indeed, but with ca[»acilie8 io 
leafn ail that is good, and has gtveft U8 
the holy Bible for o»r teacher, l&vety 
one who can read has in that preeiouft 
book a certain guide to bearen. In the 
Old Testament he will find an account 
of much that Ood did in the first ages of 
the world ; how he called Abraham the 
father of the Jewish nation, and instruct* 
ed him in the knowledge of the One 
Lord, Jehovah ! promising great bless- 
ings to him and to his children after him, 
if they would foraiake their evil ways, 
and with all their hearts tprn unto the 
Living God! and* afterwards when. the 
children of Israel were cruelly enslaved 
in E|£ypt, he sent Moses to deliver them 
otrt of the hands of their hard masters, 
giving him the pow^r of working great 
i^iracles to oblige Pharaoh to Iti them 
go. 
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While Moses and this great people 
were trayeiling through the wilderness, 
Ood in a most. grand and solemn manner, 
gave unto them ten holy commandments, 
which we are ail bound strictly to keep, 
if we hope to obtain his favour. This 
troth ift confirmed to uh bj the last and 
greatest of those prophets who were from 
time to time sent into the world for our 
instruction; for wbeyi a young man. of 
the Jews asked Jesus what he must do 
to obtain' eternal life, he replies, — and 
let all who call themseltes Christians, 
remember bis «oiemn words,—*' If thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments 1" 

What these commandments are, everj 
one who has a Bible, maj learn bj t lim- 
ing to the 20tb chapter of Exodus* But 
as ail my readers may not be so happy 
as to possess that invaluable book, 1 will 
give the substance of them here. 
I 

Thou shalt worship no God but one. 



■-^WBV ■■ ■ ■ — ny .J ^l . 
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-2 
Thoo ifaail not wepship Ood. bjr inia* 
ge»| as if be bad any bodily abape^ 
3 
Thou iha^t not take tbe name ol Cbd 
in vaiDy by callkig bia lo witDeui a ftihe* 
boed) er by profane curaiag and i«w«ar« 
ing- 

4 
Tbou abaid reat one day io^a^v^n* fuam 
worldly bindntaa* 

5 
Tbou alatt faoaotir an4ob#y tbjf pa- 
rents. 

Thou shalt not commit murder. 

7- 
Thou sbalt ndt eommit adnUerf* 

8 
Thou ffhafh not steals 

Thou ri>alt not boa^ false Witedaa^ 

10 
Thou sfaatt not covet any thing ftat 
belongs to another person* 



■"isry 



O reader ! wbo«oi0iF«r Ihoa wrt, iook 
cst^My into thine owo Jbeart «iid caa- 
d«c^, aipd if thoa keepeit all .these lioljr 
lairs, be faumbly tbiMifcfid to Ood for bb 
goodnesB to thee, wad ioetead of going 
away sorrowfoi like (he young man in 
Ike go»pel, becafose Chn-itt reqtnres mone 
from thee, redouble thine efforts to attain 
the degree of perfection, mbtch by stu- 
dy itig the precepls4uid foUowiog tbe ecc- 
aibple of Ihy blessed Master, is placed 
wifhln thy vesdh ; and refoice in tbe liepe 
of that crown which ^*The liord, fbe 
righteous judge will give thee in that 
day." But iet those who break 4 he least 
of them ; let 4be>sinner observe and trem- 
ble when \te reflects, that every tkae be 
swears, or cheats, or even covets what 
belongs to anot herder son, he provokes 
the anger of the great God who gave 
tbese holy commsmdments, and will not 
let traagressors go unpunisbed* 

By the history of tbe Jews, which is 
carried on in the Bible through a course 
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of maDf hundred 7 ears, you will see, 
that, while thej worshipped the One 
True God, and kept his laws, they pros- 
pered aud were happy ; but when they 
forsook him, and walked iu the crooked 
paths of iniquity, his blessing .departed 
from them, and they became the most 
forlorn of nations. 

Yet Ood remembered his gracious 
promise given to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, and afterwards renewed to 
their children by Moses ; that in ; the 
latter days a holy prophet should be 
born among them, and endowed with 
power from on high to work mighty 
miracles, and to preach and teach to 
mankind the perfect will of Ood. And 
all the Jewish people were in expecta- 
tion of this great event, when it came to 
pass in the birth of our Lord, ^'he of 
whom Moses and the Prophets did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth, 'the son of Jo- 
^seph."^ In the New Testament his 

• John . 45. 



Bistm*7 18 four times related to us; by 
Matthew, by Mark, by Luke, and by John. 
Tfats great Teacher, bo long looked for, so 
earnestly desired, did indeed appear, 
sent by his heavenly Father to bless and 
save mankind, by turning them from their 
iniqaities ; and when he was thirty years 
old, and bad been baptized by John, the 
Holy Spirit was given unto him without 
measure, and a voice from heaven pro- 
claimcfd him the <* Beloved Son,'* in whom 
dod was " well pleased.'* 

His life from this time was a series of 
great and good actions, and of the most 
patient endurance of cruel mockery and^ 
persecution. But those proud and wick- 
ed hypocrites who would not be reformed, 
but expected and desired that the kingdom 
of their Messiah should be one of worldly 
greatness, '^despised and rejected" him 
who was *' meek and lowly of heart/' and 
who laboured without ceasing to turn 
their hearts from sin and vanity, to the 
true worship of his heavenly Father. 

No. Xllt. 2 
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''Except ye repent/' was the awful 
language that he used ; ''Except ye re- 
pent, ye shall ail likewise perish !" and let 
all evil doe^s mark it well, and lay it 
seriously to heart* 

Let no one deceive himself, and say^ 
when I am old, or sick, I will become 
good, and make my peace with God ; for 
•every day that repentance is put off, 
makes it less and less likely that you will 
ever repent, for sin hardens the heart ; and 
though every man, when he thinks him- 
self near his end, is heartily sorry that 
he has led a vicious life, and nerer fails 
in the agony of his soul to call upon Ood 
for mercy and foi^iveness, this is not 
repentance, but A dread of punishment ! 
" Except ye be born again,'' says Jesus, 
that great teacher of truth and righteous- 
ness, " ye cannot enter into the kingdom 
of Ood !" And what is this, but telling 
the sinner that he must so entirely change 
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his ways, as to become a new man, before 
he can be received as a follower of 
Christ ! How is this great change to be 
brought about by a poor dying creature, 
who from the terror he feels at the ap- 
proach of death, scarcely knows what he 
says or does?. Can he root out evil 
inclinations from his heart/ and plant 
hito it t|ie love of God, and good*wiU Ao 
all mankind ? No, no ; believe me, there 
is no way of securing a peaceful death 
and a joyful resurrection' but by a truly 
pious and virtuous life. 

And what life can be so happy,' so 
delightful, as that of a true Christian 
one who gladly lays hold on every op- 
portunity that offers to do good to his 
fellow-creatures? He will have many 
friends, and be respected even by those 
who do not imitate him. He will be be- 
loved by his family, for he will be kind 
and gentle to them, will be industrious 
to maintain them, and will early teach 
his little ones to fear God and keep his 
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comfnaadiueiils, which the holy scrip- 
lures assure us is ^* the whole duty of 
man ;" aod this will ensure to him that 
greatest of earthly blessiogs, goerd aod 
dutiful children, who will ourie biai in 
aicknessy and cherish and support him 
when age and infirmities come on. Be- 
sides all these worldly cimiforts, the real 
Christian has still another, which goes 
far beyond them all ! He has a beloved, 
an adored Father in heaven, who is ever 
ready to hearken to^hie prayers, to suc- 
cour him in afflictions! who will never 
leave him nor forsake him, and into whose 
arms he will peaceably resign himself at 
the hour of death, fully confident that 
he who raised up our Lord Je^us Christ, 
will also bring up his true followers from 
the grave, and receive them into his own 
glorious presence, where ** there is foiaess 
ot joy, and pleasures for evermore I" 

How can we hear of these things, and 
know their certainty and truth, without 
resolving to put away the evil of our 



ToihePpor. 11 

doiogSi and hy leading good and bolj 
live»y securing to ourselves these great 
and precious promises ? 

Think, my christian brethren, think 
of the condition yon are really in ! Life 
and death are set before you, and one of 
them you must choose I If you prefer 
the low pleasures of sin during a few 
years, to the glorious happiness of 
heaven, which will last through endless 
ages, what can I say to you ; what can I 
do for you? Nothing but lament over 
your folly and madness, and compare 
you to a childi who, if be be offered a 
cake to-day, or a great estate to-morrow, 
will certainly choose the cake, because 
it is a pr<esent gratification and before 
his eyes; while the other he must wait 
for, and cannot see ! 

Just so does every wicked person act ! 
The gross pleasures of sin, like the child's 
cake, are before his eyes and within his 
reach ; but the glorious kingdom of hea* 
yen is beyond his present view, and he 

No. xm. 2* 
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IDiist stay for it till he leaves this world ; 

' aid therefore, with ail the folly of an in- 
fant, or an idiot, he slights the offered 
bounty of his gracious Father, and refu- 
ses the precious gift of everlasting life I 
O wretched man, whoever thou art, 
that doest this ! though I detest the 
ingratitude and hardness oF heart which 
prevents thee from adoring the living 

* God, and following the bright example 
set I bee by his beloved Son ; yet I pity 
thee I I weep for the happiness which ' 
thou wilt lose, and for the misery which 
thou art bringing upon thyself 7 All that 
can be done to save thee is «tready 
done. The Bible is open before thee ; 
thou hast Moses and the Prophets, Christ 
and his Apostles for thy teachers ; and 
if thou wilt not hearken unto them, 
neijlher wouldest thou be persuaded 
though one rose from the dead ! 

Once again I call upon thee to reflect, 
that the day is rapidly hastening on, 
when all who have ever lived upon earth 
will be raised from their graves, and 
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called before the tribunal of him, who is 
appoioted bj God to be the judge of the 
liviqjg aod the dead ! O that thou wouldest 
burst asunder, the cruel bondage of sin, 
and . turn ** with all thj heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy strength,'' 
to that merciful Father who " desireth 
not the death of a sinner, but rather that 
he may turn from his wickedness and 
live !" 

Now, while life is lent thee, while the 
'gate of forgiveness is still open, and the 
invitations of the Gospel sounding in 
thine ears, lose not a day, lose not an 
hour, ill fleeing from the wrath to come ; 
the precious moments are still thine own ; 
hasten, hasten then to break off from 
every sin. Thy lord, thy teacher, who 
was sent by God to point out the. way to 
heaven, is himself gone to take possession 
ofhis glorious kingdom, and will return at 
the time appointed by his Almighty Fath- 
er ; prepare thyself then by true repent- 
ance, and a complete change of heart and 
Tife, to meet thy Judge; remembering that 
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'* iodignatioD and wrath, tribulatioo and 
aoguish/' will be "upon every soul oC 
mao that doeth evil !" while ** the right* 
eou8 wiH Bbine like the bud, in the kiog- 
dom o( their Almighty Father !" 

Before I lay down my pen, I would 
, say a few words \o those luke-warm 
Christians, who, forgetting that they are 
to <*work out their salvation with fear 
and trembling," content themselves with 
doing, as they think, no harm ; and be- 
cause they are guilty of no gross cricijes, 
believe they shull inherit the glorious 
promises of the Gospel. I would seri- 
ously and earnestly warn these careless, 
or worldly-minded persons, of their dan- 
ger, reminding him that our Lord in the 
parable tells us, that the servant who hid 
his master's money, was not only shut 
out from the joys prepared for those who 
had diligently improved the talents in- 
trusted to them, but was cast into a place 
where there was ^' wailing and gnashing 
ofteelh!" 
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It is not said that this man had commit- 
ed aoy actHal<:rittie8, but he was an ^* idle 
and slothful servant ;'* he bad entireljr 
neglected to do good. Surely this ought 
to be ao awful lesson to each of us, and 
teach us not merely to content ourselves 
With being no worse than our neighbours, 
bnt to look out every day and hour for 
npportttjDities of proving, that we are the 
true disciples of him who bids us ** strive 
to enter in at the strait gate," which ma- 
ny will seek to do without being able ! 
and why is this, but because they do not 
set themselves in earnest about comply- 
ing with the conditions which their Mas- 
ter hai laid down. " Not every one that 
saith unto me. Lord, Lord,'' says the 
beloved of Ood, <^ shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father who is in^heaven !'* 

The greater part of those who call 
themselves Christians, are so fully occu- 
pied with the business or the pleasures 
of the present life, that they seem either 
not to regard, or not to remember, that 
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there will be a resurreclion from the dead, 
and a daj of solemn account, when the 
secrets of all hearts will be laid open be- 
fore the Judge of all the earth ! Many 
live as if they disbelieved, or had never 
heard these awful truths! They acme- 
times attend the public worship of Ood, 
and sometimes read in their bibles ; but 
^hen they have returned home, or clos- 
ed the sacred book, they think no more 
of heaven, or heavenly things ; but re- 
turn to the common affairs of the world, 
without being at all the better for the 
prayers which have carelessly passed 
over their lips, or the instruction which 
has left no trace upon their hearts. And 
thus they live thoughtlessly and stupid- 
ly on, from year to year, hoping and 
trusting that God will rewai^d such a life 
with the delights of heaven ! 

Most earnestly do I exhort sucb, not to 
deceive themselves, but to read the 
Scriptures with teachable hearts; and 
they will be convinced that eternal life ! 
that mighty giftl was never promised on 
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such terniB : — " Without holiaesB no man 
can see the Lord ;" and we must ** be 
faithful unto death/' if we would inherit 
««a crown of life!" 

What can I saj more, my beloved 
brethren ? I would fain persuade you to 
be happjy and convince you that happi- 
ness was never yet found, even in this 
world in the ways of sin. Would yod 
but be prevailed upon to give up your 
vices and your vanties, and make trial of 
the joy and comfort of a truly Christian 
life, you would find from your own expe- 
rience, that the ways of religion are 
<<ways of pleasantness,"' and that *'all 
her paths are peace/' 

** Come unto me," says our Heavenly 
Teacher, *< Come unto me, all ye that la- 
bour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest!" Hearken to this gracious 
caU,fif you wish for comfort nipon earth, 
or hope for happiness in heaven. 6ive 
op your sins, -and cast away your vanities 
and follies, for they lead to sin; and 
labour that you may enter into that glori- 
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ous rest, which is prepared for the faith* 
ful servants of God !— ^Strive to do bis 
will, and *' he will not forget jour work, 
and Jaboiir of love," " Sow in righteous* 
nes9, and je shall reap in mercy.'* 
*^ Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to jou ;** and maj ^* the God of all 
peace, who brought again our Lord Jesus 
Christ from the dead'* deliver you from 
every evil word and work; and when 
this short life is ended, may he grant you 
admittance into his heavenly and ever- 
lasting kiogdoin ! To Him be honour, ad* 
oration, and glory, for ever* — Amen. 
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Mr Belotcd Brbthrbit, 

IPbrmit a real friend, one whoearneat- 
I J desires to promote the welfare of your 
immortal souls, to saj a {fiw^ words to 
those among you, who feel yourselves in 
want of advice and instruction. We 
are fellow-travellers though a world of 
trials and temptations, but we have the 
aure word of God to guide us on our 
way ; let me then endeavour to bring 
tome of its holy doctrines and precepts 
home to your hearts and understandings, 
that ye may not be ** unfruitful hearers 
only, deceiving your ownselves," but 
doers of his sacred will. 
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<' Without faith," saith the writer to 
the Hebreirs, " it is impossible to please 
Ooil :*' and he goes on further to tell us 
what the necessary faiith is : *^ H€ tliat 
Cometh to God, must believe that he b| 
and that be is a rewarder of all those 
who diligently seek hirn.^' 

The first thing then that we are requir- 
ed to believe is, that there is a Being 
who created all things, and that he wiB 
bring to glory and happiness, all those 
who strive tafind out his holy will, and 
diligently endeavour to perform it* 
Much valuable instruction is contained 
in this short text, for it tells us not only 
that we must acknowledge One Suprem& 
Oodf but that we must also believe him 
to be infinitely just and good : not a 
partial respecter of persons, who favours 
a part of his creatures, and condemns^ 
the rest ; but a tender and loving Father, 
who calls upon all his children of man« 
kind to ** cease to do evil, and learn to do 
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well ;*' irbo has << np pleasure in the death 
of a sinner^ but rather than he may turo 
from his wickedness and live!" 

Next to acknowledging that there is a 
God, we are bound to believe ** that he 
is a rewarder of all those who diligently 
seek him !" Here then we are plainly 
told upon what terms we may obtain his 
favour, — we must " diligently seek him.'* 
O that all his reasonable creatures woifld 
with hearts overflowing with humble 
gratitude, bow down before his footstool, 
to thank him for having made known unto 
us the glorious truth, that whoever ear^' 
nestly strives to find out what God i'e- 
quires from him, and steadily endeavours 
to perform it, will be accepted by him ! 
No worldly power or greatness, no world* 
ly wisdom or riches, can recommend 
us to him; all these things are as dross 
before- him, and a true believer will be 
far from setting his heart upon any of 
theoo : but a pious and honest man, full 
of love and thankfulness to his Maker, 

No. XIV. 1* 
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who (hinks continually of his duty, who 
strives to get the better of everj evil 
inclination, and, as far as in him lies, 
steadily to obey all his holy comroaods : 
such a one we know is precious in his 
sight, for be is <* a rewarder of all those 
who diligently seek him." 

The next thing we have to inquire is, 
how we are to gain a knowledge of his 
will ; where we may learn ^' What we 
must do to be saved ?" This is indeed a 
question of great moment — but, my 
Christian brethren, thanks — unbounded 
thanks be to Ood, we are fully able to 
answer it. lie has given unto us the 
Holy Scriptures, and, by carefully 
studying them, we may *' grow wise unto 
salvation." 

Here again we are called upon for 
faith ; and next to the grand article of 
acknowledging that there ifei an infinitely 
good God, is the necessity of believing 
that Jesus Christ was sent by him to be 
the saviour of the world. 
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The Jewish nation well knew from 
their sacred writings, that a such prophet 
would be born among them, and looked 
impatiently for his appearance ; but their 
minds wereso set upon worldly 'honours 
and greatness, that when their meek and 
lowly Master came unto them, they not 
only refused to receive end be converted 
by him, but resolved to put him to a 
painful aod disgraceful death. He was 
from the first fully aware of their designs, 
but so far was he from rendering evil for 
evil, that he employed the mighly power 
which Ood had bestowed upon him, 
entirely for their benefit ; he had com- 
passion upon their ignorance and wretch- 
edness, healing their sicknesses, and striv- 
ing to turn their hearts from sin and 
vanity, to the true worship of his heaven- 
ly Father. And when he had glorified 
God upon earth, and "finished the work 
that was given him to do ;" when the 
hour was come in which he was to leave 
the world, and return to Him who had 
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sent him, he resigned himself into their 
bands, and willingly laid down his life 
that he' might take it again, and, bj a 
glorious resorrection from the grave, 
fully confirm the truth of his holj doc- 
trines. 

That Jesus Christ was this Saviour, 
this Messiah, this beloved Son of God, 
we are called upon to believe ; this is 
the faith which gives us a right to the 
name of Christians, and by which we 
may overcome ail the evil that is in the 
world. <^ This,*' says our great teacher, 
in a solepin prayer to his heavenly 
Father, '^ This is life eternal, to know 
Thee the Only True Ood^ and Jesus 
Christ whom thou has sent." 

If then you believe that Jesus Christ 
was sent to be '' the way, the truth, and 
the life f if you can lay your hand upon 
your heart and say, with the apostle 
Peter, «' Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God ;" is it not your bounden 
duty carefully to examine and acquaint 
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yoimcWes with his doctrmeg, that you 
Day not ODiy in sincerity of heart call 
him Lord, but obey the will of faia 
Father, who is in heaven ? 

Early in the Oospel which was written 
by Matthew, we find the beautiful and 
instructiye sermon which Christ deliver- 
ed from the Mount of Olives. To this 
let oar present attention be confined. It 
teils us, in the plainest manner, what 
Tirtma we must learn and practise, if we 
would be the blessed inheritors of a 
iieavenly kingdom. Hearken then to 
Uie teachings of your Lord, and write 
tbem on the living tables of your hearts. 
The beloved of Ood pronounces a 
blessing upon the poor in spirit, upon 
those who mourn, upon the meek, upon 
those who earnestly seek after righteous- 
ness, the pure in heart, the peace- 
soakers ; and, lastly, upon those who are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake. 
Mow, my reader, I entreat thee to 
examine thyself strictly in all these par* 
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ticalara, and try, as fairljr as thoo canat, 
what is tby title to these precious bles* 
siogs. 

First then. Art ,ihou poor io spirit ; or 
art thou worldly minded, fond of the 
pride, the vanities, or the pleasures 
which the children of this world seek 
after? Does thine heart pant after heaven, 
and heavenly things ; or art thou earnest- 
ly desirous of the good things of the 
present time, while thou labourest not to 
obtain that bread which will sustain thee 
unto everlasting life ? If thou hast in thy 
past life thought much of pleasing thyself, 
and little of gaining the favour of Ood ; 
set in earnest about a change in thine 
heart and conduct, and pray .fervently 
for that humble and holy spirit, which 
will fit thee for the kingdom of heaven* 

The next blessipg is promised to 
<^ those that mourn," who f^el for their 
past ,sins *^ that godly sorrow ' which 
leadetb unto repentance." Art thou 
fully sensible of all the crimes, and even 
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(be faults which thou hast cttrnmittedy 
aud dost thou truly lameot over them ? 
Dost thou humbly confess them before 
6od, and pray earpestly for his gracious 
help, to enable thee to resist all future 
temptations to evil ? If thou art indeed 
thus sorrowful for thy past offences, and 
fully resolved to lead a new and holy 
life, look up to thy heavenly Father with 
heartfelt love and gratitude, for thou 
<* shalt be comforted." 

If thou seekest to obtain tbft third Ues* 
sing, look well into thine heart, and try 
if thou canst see the true characters of 
meekness written there. Art thou 
patient and gentle to those who treat 
thee with contempt or unkindness, not 
returning " railing for railing, contrariwise 
blessing?" Art thou kind and friendly 
to the meanest and lowest of thy fellow- 
creatures ? When thy neighbour or ac* 
quaintance is raised into a higher station, 
or grown rich by his in^lustry, or any 
other fair and honest means, dost thou 
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rejoice in bia prosperity, and wish from 
thine heart that he may have health to 
enjoy, and grace to make a charitable 
use of it ? And art thou not only con- 
tented with thine own lot, but thankfol 
to thy Maker for having placed thee in if, 
howe%'er hard or humble it may be ; 
knowing that God hath chosen ** the poor 
of this world, rich in faith," to be heirs 
of the kipgdom which be hath promised 
to them that love and obey him? Art 
thou kind and courteous to ail within thy 
reach, not thinking highly of thyseU, 
nor vainly supposing . that any of thy 
brethren of mankind are of less value in 
the sight of God than thou art ? If there 
is a human being upon whom thoulookest 
down with proud contempt, tremble for 
thine own condition, for thou art no fol- 
lower of the humble Jeshs, Stop -then 
in thy career of unchristian folly ; re- 
membering that *« God resisteth the 
proud,'' while he giveth grace to those 



Friendly Jthnce to the Unlearned. 18 

wbo walk before him in meek humility 
of heart. 

Tlie next blessing h pronounced upon 
those " who hunger and thirst after 
Tighteousness ;" and the gracious pro- 
mise which follows must be a cordial to 
the heart of everjr real Christian : 
" They shall be filled," says our heaven- 
ly teacher ; which assures os that if we 
siocerely desire and endeavour to do the 
will of Ood» we shall not fail in the per* 
formance of it. 

Come then ye meek and contrite ones 
— come joyfully forward, trusting in the 
sacred promise of him who can neither 
mislead nor deceive you ; and though 
deeply sensible of your own unworthi* 
neas, and of the infinite purity and holi- 
ness of the Great Being on whom your 
fate depends ; come with all your hearts, 
and with all your souls, and bow down 
before the throne of his grace. Pray him 
to assist your feeble efforts to do his 
will, and doubt not but you will be 

No. XIV, 2 
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heard ; for every one who asketh in 
flinceritj of hearty ^' shall receive ;'' and 
to him who truly repenteth of his past 
sins, and resolves in fixture to lead a new 
and holy life, the gate of mercy shall be 
opened. 

I entreat thee, reader, whoever thou 
art, carefully to examine thine own heart. 
Art thou a humble and earnest searcher 
after the divine will ; and dost thou dili- 
gently and constantly strive to practise 
all that thou knowest of it? To do this, 
is to " hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness ;" and if this be the happy path 
which thou hast chosen, go on thy way 
rejoicing : redouble thine efforts ; press 
forward towards the mark, that " the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be 
glorified in you, and ye in him, accor- 
ding to the grace which God hath be- 
stowed upon you." 

Our Lord next blesses ^' the merciful," 
assuring them that << they shall obtain 
mercy." ' If any one be quarrelsome or 
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xevengeful, if there be a person in the 
world to whom he wishes ill, whom he 
would' hurt and injure if it were in his 
power; he can be no partaker in this 
precious promise. If thou prajest to 
be thjself forgiven, hearken to the con- 
ditions upon which ihy Saviour bids 
thee hope. Shew to thy fellow-creature 
that compassion which thou implorest 
from thy Ood. Come not as a hypocrite 
to kneel down before him, with hatred in 
thine heart ; but if thou hast suffered 
angry and evil passions to gain a place 
there, resolve to root them out, whatever 
it may cost thee, or thou canst have no 
part or share in the blessing which Christ 
pronounces on the merciful. 

The knowledge of our own faults 
should teach us to be kind and forgiving 
to our brethren. If they injure or 
offend us, let us mildly reason wilh them, 
s^d take the first opportunity to return 
them good for evil, which will sometimes 
melt a hajrd heart, and turn a foe into a 
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friend. But shoold it not do so, odi 
dutj to go 00 in this trolj ChrtBtian 
course still remains the same: and if 
when our enemj hungers, we feed biai> if 
when he thirsts we give him drink ;. if 
we have no iil-will to ao)» living creature^ 
but if our brother offend against us sev^n 
times in a day, we are as often ready to 
forgive him ; if we are thus merciful to 
our fellow-meU) we also shall ^* obtain 
mercy'' in that great and awful day, 
when we are called before the tribunal of 
a righteous judge. ^ 

^' Blesiied are the pure in heart/' says 
our heavenly teacher, *^ for they shall see 
Ood." High and glorious privilege ! 
they shall be admitted into the more 
immediate presence of their Great Crea- 
tor !— shall dwell in thoAe happy manaionSy 
which no sorrow, no t»ickne»s, no evil can 
approach ! Oh ! reader, does not thine 
heart burn within thee, when thou con- 
siderest the offer that is here made thee ; 
the glory, the happiness whi<^ thou art 



Frieridly Advice to the Ufdeamed. 1 7 

graciously iDTited to attain ? Purifj then 
tfaine heart. Let not a thought remain 
Within it, that is unworthy of the holy 
name by which thou art called ; for not 
only thy words and actions must be 
brought into subjection to the will of 
God, but thy most secret thoughts must 
be pure ! Thou must be in the ^^ inner 
man" a true • disciple of Christ ; ' for 
without this purity, this sanctification, 
this holiness, '^ no man can see the 
Lord." 

If thou hast thus fixed thine heart up. 
on unseen and spiritual things, thou wilt 
become a " peace-malcer." When broils 
and quarrels arise among thy neighbours, 
or in thy family, thou wilt use thy ut- 
most power and skill to allay their anger 
and hatred, and prevail upon them to live 
together as brethren and Christians. This 
IS the bounden duty of every one who 
calls himself by the name of the '^prince 
of peace," of ^* him who loved and gave 
himself for us." " By this," says Christ, 

No. XIV. 2 * 
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" shall all men know that ye are my di^ 
ciples, if ye bare love one towards 
another." And how can we more truly 
shew the love we bear our fellow-crea- 
tures, than by healing their diflferences, 
and persuading them to live in peace 
with each oth,er ? This would be a de- 
lightful task to' every feeling heart, even 
if no reward were promised to the per* 
formance of it ; how zealous should we 
then be to fulfil it, when our Lord assures 
us that the peace-makers shall be entitled 
to the glorious name of '* the children of 

God r 

The last of these precious blessings is 
pronounced upon those ^* who are perse- 
cuted for righteousness* sake.'* This 
does not often happen ; for the good man 
by ** walking uprightly" has the best pros- 
pect of "walking safely," and generally 
prospers far better even here than the child 
of darkness: but should it happen other- 
wise, should we be called in any manner 
to suffer in the cause of truth ; let w 
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joyfully take up the cross which our be- 
loved Master so patiently bore, and glad- 
Ij submit to whatever afflictions or per- 
secutions our Christian profession may 
bring upon us. Let us, if called upon, 
like the first disciples of our Lord, 
offer ourselvea to prison, or to death. 
None of these things shall move us, for 
<' he is faithful who halh promised ;" 
and if we suffer, we shall also reign 
with him." 

Few however will in these times, proba- 
bly, be enabled thus to manifest their zeal 
for the truth ; but trials of one kind or 
otber^wait u« all ; and whoever suffers 
pains or hardships which he might lessen 
or remove by acting in a manner contrary 
to his duty ; whoever endures poverty, 
while he might grow rich by dishonest 
means ; or resists temptations to e^se or 
pleasure, which he migbf enjoy by neg- 
lecting his duty, or forfeiting his integri- 
ty — whoever steadily practises this vir- 
tuous self-denial| may " rejoice and be 
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exceeding glad : " for every pain that 
we endure, and every pleasure that 
we refuse ourselves, in compliance with 
the will of God, though not persecution, 
may yet be justly called a degree of suf- 
fering " for righteousness' sake," and 
evt ry step that we advance in that bless- 
ed course, brings us nearer to the king- 
dom of heaven. 

It may sometimes happen to those 
who resolve strictly to conform them- 
selves to the sacred will of God, and to 
avoid as far as in them lies, even the 
slightest approach to evil ; that friends, 
or neighbours, or relations, may be offend- 
ed, and look coldly or unkindly upon 
them because they act in a manner dif- 
ferent from themselves ; because they 
love their duty better than the gains or 
pleasures of the world, and will not waste 
their time or money in vain and trifling 
amusements, which, though they may in 
themselves be harmless, often lead to 
vice, and on that account must be care- 
fully avoided by every serious Chri8tiao« 
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The evil-doers and even the careless 
ooes, *^ who have not God in ail their 
IhoughtSt" maj blame and ridicule you 
for so doing, — but he who is afraid of the 
scoffs of the wicked, or the blaoie of the 
children of this world, is no true disci* 
pie of him, ** who for the joj that was 
set before him endured the cross, despis* 
ing the shame ;" ** who learned obedi- 
ence by the things that he suffered, and 
being made perfect, became the author 
of eternal* salvation unto all them that 
obey him.'' 

If your relations or your neighbours 
are the slaves of sin ; if they practise 
any manner of dishonesty ; if they lempt 
their children to evil by setting them bad 
examples ; if they take their Maker's 
<< name in vain," or frequent public- 
bouses to make brutes of themselves, 
and waste that money which would sup- 
port their families in credit and comfort ; 
take no such persons for your friends 
er companions, for they will envy the 
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happiness of your virtuous course, and 
strive by every means In their power to 
bring you down to their own wretched 
tevel. 

But, my reader, if thou lovest God 
with all thine heart, as thy merciful 
Father and best Friend ; if, when this 
short life is over, thou hopest to be 
where Christ thy glorified Master now is, 
resolutely avoid the society of the wick- 
ed. Though they tempt thee by a false 
appearance of kindness, though they 
'« flatter with their tongue," fly front 
them ; rather live alone than join their 
companies^ for their feet are in the paths 
of destruction. 

Follow then the road marked out and 
trodden by our great teacher, whether it 
lead thee through **^ Good report or evil 
report :" and if during this short life it 
should be rough and thorny, as his was ; 
if thou art permitted, like him, to suflfer 
and be << persecuted for righteousness' 
sake," '^ Rejoice and be exceeding glad, 
for great will be thy reward in heaven/' 



¥r%€ndljf AAnce to ihe Vnleamedp 23 

We have now considered the first 
twelve verses of the incomparable ser* 
OQon upon the mount ; and I have endeav* 
oured to bring them home to your 
breasts, and to impress upon your minds 
the necessity of performing the condi- 
tions required, if ypu aspire after the 
heavenly blessings which are here held 
out, and placed as^it were within your 
reach. Should you happily resolve to 
give up your sins and vanities, to purify 
your hearts, and turn truly to the Lord 
yooV Ood, the promises of both worlds 
are with you ; for even here, whoever 
lives long may say with holy David, ** I 
bave been young, and now am old ; yet 
•aw I never the righteous forsaken, nor 
his seed begging their bread." 

But this is a small part, a dust in the 
balance, compared with the glorious 
prospects which open to the good man 
beyond the grave. Hear what his 
Saviour says ; hearken to what shall 
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hereafter be the different cooditions of 
(he wicked and the just : ^' In the end of 
the world the Son of Man shall send 
forth his angels, and they shall gather 
out of his kingdom all things that offend, 
and them which do iniquity, and shall 
cast them into a furnace of fire ; there 
shall be v^Uifi^^d gnashing of teeih. 
Then shall the^ctghteous shine like the 
sun, in the kingdom of their Father !" 

O, my Christian brethren, lay this to 
your hearts ! think of it when you lie 
down, and when you rise up ; when the 
curtain of darkness covers the works of 
God, and when the glorious light of day 
displays them to our admiring view : for 
** how shall we hope to escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation !" 

Make yourselves ready for the awful 
time when '^ the angels shall come forth, 
to sever the wicked from among the 
just.'* Live soberly, righteously and 
godly, in this present world, looking for 
the glorious appearing of the Great God, 
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mod oar Lord JesiH Christ, who gave 
bioiBelf for as, that be flight redeem ot 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works." 

Remember that the day of the Lord 
Cometh as a thief in the night, and when 
the children of this world shall say, 
'* peace and safety*' to their fellows, 
then ^^ sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, and they shall not escape." fiat 
we who have the glorious light of the 
gospel, the words of our blessed Lord, to 
guide us, <* are not in darkness, that that 
day should come upon us ,, unawares." 
Let us then by every thought, word, and 
action of our lives, prove that we are 
<* children of the light," " putting on the 
breast-plate of Faith and Love, and for 
a helmet, the Hope of Salvation." 

May the wo^ds which ye have now 
read, sink deep into your hearts ! May 
tbey persuade you diligently to stud^ the 
precepts, abd conform your lives to the 

No. XIV. 3 ^ 
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bright exaoipte of hiai, who, after a life 
of perfect obedience, aod true bollDeas, 
was raised from the grave by his almighr 
ty Father, and received into beavpn I 
May you resolve, while it is yet in your 
power, to <' flee from the wrath to come," 
and ^flay bold upon eternal life;" and 
'< may the God of peace sanctify yctu 
ifhoUy, and preserve your souls and 
bodies blameless unto the f^OD^ing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ !'* 

<< Now unto bim who is abl^ to keep 
yoii from falling; and to present you 
faultless before the pjresenoe of his glory 
with exceeding joy, — to the only wise 
God, be glory, and majesty, iind doo^ia- 
ion, and power, botb 90Vf aqd ever. 
Amen/' 

VHP Kjr9* 
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1. SOME are Atheists by neglect, 
others are so by affectatioo; they that 
think there is no Ood, at some times, dp 
not think so at all tigaes. 

S. Knowledge alone doth not amount 
to Virtue; but certainly there is no Vir- 
tue without Knowledge. Knowledge it 
the first step to Virtue and Goodness ; 
but goodness is not without delight and 
choice. 

3. It is a great deal easier to commit 
a second sin, than it was to commit the 
first ; and a great deal harder to repent 
of a second, than it was to repent of the 
first. 
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4* What is perfected hereafter, must 
be begun here. 

5. Man is made for better purposes, 
than for the drudgerj of the world, much 
more than for the slaivery sin. 

6. By these two things Religion is re- 
oonmeBdad to ub abore aM oAber tfaiogia 
whatsoever: 1. By the satisfaction we 
thereby enjoy in Life ; -and 2. By the 
Expectation we haveHhereby at Death. 

T. Difi Christians live according to 
their Religion, they would do nothing but 
^liat truth, righteousness and goodness 
do, according to their understanding and 
ability : and then one man would be a 
God unto another. 

8. Nothing is more credible than that 
men's States shall differ as much as their 
spirits and Tempers do differ. 

9. He that threatens may be better 
than his word, and very well save his 
word ; for no man is worse than his word, 
because he is better than his word. 
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10. Rigbt and Truth are greater tfan 
any Power, and all Power ia iimited by 
Right. 

11. Every one that ia honestly dispoa- 
ed may find direction for what he ia to 
do, from Right Reascfn and Plain Scrip- 
ture ; the only ways by which men are 
taught of God, — nor is any other teach- 
ing necessary. 

12. Men hai^e an itch, rather to make 
Religion, than to use it ; but we are to use 
OUT religion, not to make it. 

13. Only BAdmen and Fools are pleas- 
ed with themselves : na wise man is 
good enough for his own Satisfaction. 

14. That which is the best employ- 
ment here, will be the only employment 
in eternity, and with great improvement 
and advantage: There, we shall have 
none but good Company, and they will 
be better than they now are. We shall 
have neither guilt within us, nor ene- 
mies about us, nor Death before us. 



mon 
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4. W /^ better way to Itmn 

bc6eg^ ^^ 

5. ? y^oever changed anj of his 
than ' if^t^^^^ corrected aoj of bis 

ion y^^'Sii^ He who was never wws 
f y^ find out anj mistakes in him- 
or ^iil^ '^^^ ^^ charitable enough to ez- 
T ^if^^^ ^^ reckons mistakes in others. 

y. None of us was born knowing or 

gHei but men become wise by conside- 
atioih observation) experience* 

]8. Those that differ upon reaaoB, 
0ay come together by Reason* 

19* He that givea Reason for what he 
saith, hath done what is fit to be done ; 
and the most that can be done : He, 
that gives not Reason, speaks nothing, 
though he saith never so much* 

20. If a man be once out of the use 
of reason, there are no bounds to unrea- 
sonableness. 

11. Conscience, without judgment, is 
Superstition ; Judgment without con- 
science, is self-condemnation. 



\ 
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22. No QMn h wise enough for bis own 
Direction ; powerful enough for his own 
defence; or good enough for his own 
Satisfaction. 

23. It had been better for the Chris- 
tian Churcfi^ if that which calls itsel/ 
Catholic, had been less employed in 
creating pretended Faiths and more em- 
ployed in maintaining universal Charity. 

' 24. Let not any one use that severity, 
in the case of anoiherj which his own 
case will not bear : For a man may con- 
demn himself in the person of another. 

26. It is not to be expected that another 
man should think as I would, to please me, 
since I cannot think as I would to please 
myself: it is neither in his nor my pow- 
er to think as we will, biit as we see rea- 
son and find cause. 

26. Let no man condemn another, for 
s^j^ things, as he desires Ood would 
f^Sf^on in himself. 

'*' 27. The Bight of the case is the Law 
of heaven, and should 6€ the La<ir of the 
world. 



28. Hypocrisy is as easily knows to 
a man himself, as be knows whether he is 
awake or asleep, in health or sick : for, 
what doth a man know, if be knowa not 
what be mefms I 

29. When the Doctrine of the Qo9ptl 
becomes the Reason of our mind, it will 
be the Principle of ourXife. 

30. If Reason may not command f it 
will condemn. 

31. Reason discovers wbat is natora!, 
and receives wbat is supernaUiraL 

32. What has not Reason in it, or for 
it, if held out for Religion, is man's Su- 
perstition ; it is not religion of Ood'a 
making. 

33. Ood hath set up Two LighiSf im 
enlighten us in our way: the Ltgbt of 
Reason^ ^hich is the Light of his Crea- 
tion, and the Light of Scripture which is 
After«Re\reIatiob from bim* Let us ps^e 
uae^of these two lights, and suffer n^(|ier 
to be put out. 



Wkiehco^s Aphmsmt. 

34. I will not make a Religion for Cbd, 
nor Boflfer any to make a religion for trk* 

35. Nothing spoils human nature more 
than false zeal. ^ The Oood*nature of an 
Heathen is more Godlike than the farious 
seal of a Christian. 

36. The Dissembler does not think 
within himself what he says ; the Flat- 
terer does not think qfjfoUj what be says : 
the Dissembler intends not the Truths the 
Flatterer means not the Ooody he speaks : 
The one speaks contrary to Veracity, 
the other contrary to Charity. 

37. Our Notions are more our own, 
than any thing withont us ; and I count 
nothing Mine^ that I cannot defend a* 
gainst all the World. 

38. Had not Infinite Boodness been 
ihb Law of Heaven, there had never 
been any other being but God. 

39. It is weakness and folly to d^ 
those things, which must be ^indone afsin 
with shame and sorrow. 

No. XV. 2 
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40. If there b^ any thiog monstrous 
or prodigious in nature, it is a Proud 
Creature, and an Insolent Sinner.^ 

41. Religion begins in Knowledge; 
proceeds in Practice, and ends in Happi* 
oess. 

42. Ignorance of that will not destroy 
Another^ the Knowledge of which will 
not save me. 

43. So far as it is beyond the Text, it 
is man-'niade Divinity, about which we 
shall always differ^ because there is no 
authority to determine us. 

44. Man in this state is not as he 
should be, because of Non-use and Mis- 
use and Abuse of Himself : of some one 
of which every one is more or Jess guilty. 

45. All worldly Things are so much 
without us, and so subject to the powef of 
vanity und uncertainty, that they do not 
make us when they come^ nor mend us 
while they stay, nor undo us when they 
are taken away. 

46. The Beginnings of Sin are mod- 
estf the issues of it are impudent. 
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47. Bj Use, Castom and Practice, Men 
come to be Any things though never so 
irrational and unnatural. 

48. Vaing and enjo/ing is the true 
Having. 

49. Nothing should alienale us from 
one another, but that which alienates us 
from God. 

50. The Sefi8e of Repentance is a bet- 
ter Assurance of Pardon, than the Tes- 
timony of an AngeL 

51. It is impossible for a Man to be 
made Happj by putting him into a Hap- 
pj Place, unless he be first in a Happy 
State. 

52. Religion is intelKgible* rational and 
accountable ; It is not our Burthen, but 
our Privilege ; it is not for our harm, but 
giiren us for our Oood : There is no one 
thing, in all that Religion which is of 
Ood's making, (whether that of Creation 
or Christian,) of which any sober man, in 
the true use of his Reason would say, 
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Pardon me ifi this (as 2 Kings ▼• 19) ; 
or from which he would be released, 
though he might have his pardon or re- 
lease under (he seal of Heaven. 

53. A man is not excessively wicked on 
a sudden, but no man knows when he is 
going, how far be shall' go. 

54. No man is Trlie to'HimseI£ that is 
False to his Ood : no man that is Ill-em- 
ployed, is certain he shall be True te-bim- 
self. 

55. He wrongs himself, that upoir ac- 
count of Religion, comes under the obli- 
gation of any thing in point of Conscience^ 
which he is not obliged to by Reason and 
Scripture. 

56. Noone reverencethamcfteif man; 
no, not a wicked man himself* 

57. Wisdom and Power are Perfec- 
tion's only as they are in conjunction with 
Justice and Goodness. 

58. Man's Fame is his Second Securi- 
ty for Goodness, as Con^cteitceis his first. 

59. Joy is the life of Man's Life. Joy 
and Orief are things of great Hazard and 



WhUkeoes Aphmims^ 13 

J^anger in the Life of man : The one 
breaks the Heart, the other intoxicates 
tfae Head : An Eye to God in both,, doth 
poise and balance. 

60. Men of Holj Hearta and Livea, 
best understand H0I7 doctrines and 
things. Those who have not the Temper 
of Religion, are not competent Judges of 
the Things of Religion. 

6K True Religion irill make thode 
Good*natoredy whom it finds Bad*na- 
tared. 

62. Will, without reason, is a blind 
man's motion ; W||l against reason, is ^ 
a Mad-man's motion. 

63. Heavenly Things are the greatest 
Truths and realities in the World, and 
our Life is in them. 

' . 64. Truth in practice proves Good- 
'ness. 

65« Unless ft man takes himself some- 
times out of the world by Retirement and 
Self-Reflection, he will be in danger of 
lo^ng himself in the world. 

Nb.Xr. 2* 



66. It 18 not to no purpose, (o speak 
things that are not presently under* 
stood. Seed, though it ties in the groond 
awhile unseen, is not lost or thrown 
away, but will bring forth fruit. If you 
confine your Teacher^ you hinder your 
Learning : if you limit his Discourses to 
your present apprehensions, how shall he 
raise your understanding ? If he aceom* 
naodates all things to your present weak- 
ness, you will never be wiser than yon 
nofi^ are : you will be always in swadling- 
clothes* 

67. The Spirit in us is the Reason of 
<^ir minds illuminated by the written 
^ord. The Spirit now teaches by Ibese 
Writings. 

68. If you would be Religious, be 12a- 
tional in your religion. . 

69. In Morals, it is most true that, ev- 
ery Man hath Himself as. He oseth Him- 
self : for we work not of ourselves ; aud 
no roan is born with wisdom and* Virtue. 
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70. In Scripture none are called Sftit- 
nerSf but those that sin against KnonU 
edge and Conscience. 

71. If a man will be righieaus and 
equal'y let him see with his Neighbour's 
eyes in bis own case, and with his own 
eyes in his Neighbour's case. 

72. None loves himself too little. 

73. Men are not to be taught with 
ClubSy but with Fescties, pointing to tUe 
Letters. Letters are not to be knocked 
into the Head, but to be ofibred to the 
Bye. 

74. The Church of Christ hath not 
two more choice Things, than the fiftm* 
plicity of her Faith and the Sincerity of 
her love. 

75. Let all the strife of men be, who 
shall Do Best ; who shall Be Least, f 

76. No man is greatly Jealous, who is 
not in some measure Onilty. 

77. Nothing is more absurd than an 
old Child. 

78. Most commonly the Weakest are 
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the most wilful ; and they that have (be 
least reason have the most Self-conceit. 

79. Every man is undoubtedly as 
much (o Himself as we are to ourselves* ' 

80. I may not be an Enemy ; I would 
Qot have one. To be an Knemyi^ a Sin : 
to have one is a Temptation. 

81. None are known to be Good till 
^they have opportunity to be Bad. 

82. The improvement of a little Time 
may be gain to all Eternity : and the Loss 
of a little time may be the greatest Loss 
thai can be. 

83. Those who are Crafty^ think the 
wisdom of God warrants him to deceive: 
Those who are Revengeful^ think the 
Goodness of God permits Him to be 
cruel : Those who are Arbitrary^ think 
the Sovereignty of God is the account of 
bis Actions, Every, o^e attributes to 
Ood what he finds in himself: but that 
cannot be a Perfectibn in Ood, which is a 
Dishonesty in man. 

84. I have always found that such 
^ Preiuhing pf Others hath most com- 
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manded my Hearty which hath most illu- 
mioated mj Head. 

$5. The mind of Man is not Reformed 
by Infusing any thing into it; but by 
<^eriog Reason, Argument and Truth, 
that produce Goodness* 
" 86. Chritt'a Design was, to rid the 
world of Idolatry ; to discharge the Btir- 
tben of Ceremonies ; and to advance the 
DiTine Life in Men. 

87. It is the chiefest of good things for 
a man to be Himself. 

88. Understanding should go first and 
find out the way ; then Passion should 
be as Wings to carry us on in it. 

89. Scripture, as a Rule of Faith and 
liife is not One Text, but All : the Sense 
and Meaning of Scripture is Scripture : 
that is not said which is not meaned. 

. 90. None can do a man so much 
Harm, as he doth himself. 

91. Id Censure never say the worst, 
sor ever punish to the uttermost : Abate 
aomething of extremity for thy own sake : 
All offend. 
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92. Religion is a good Mind bnd a goo.d 
Life. 

93. If you only say you have a Reve^ 
lation from Ood ; I must have a Revela- 
tion from Ood too, before I can believe 
you : as St. Peter and Cornelius. 

' 94. Neither Ood nor man doth alter 
any one's Mindf otherwise than by Rea« 
son, Persuasion and Satisfaction : for Iti' 
tellectual nature is commanded by noth« 
ing but ^y Reason and Consideration* 

9i. We are none of us at all better 
than we mean* 

96. Better have no Confidence than 
self-Coiifidence. 

97. Things but half-done will quickly 
be undone. 

98. He is a Wise man who is not his 
own-Fool ; not befooled by his own fan- 
cy and- imagination. 

99. The longest. S wordy the strongest 
Lungs, the most Voices, are false mea8<* 
urea of TrtUh* . 
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100. It is a very great Evil to make 
God a Mean and the world an End ; to 
name God and to intend the World. 

101. The ground of man's miserjir is 
Dot fhe^rsd Fall^ but the 8€cofid Fault, a 
Lapse upon a Lapse : for a second sin is 
not 4>nly another of the same kind^ but a 
consummation of the first. 

102. Take heed of the first stumble ; 
for it is Ominous : and at best, there is a 
good step lost. 

103. All Creatures that are Original 
to others, take Care of them, till they 
can make their own Defence and Sup« 
ply. This is true, throughout the ti>hoU 
Creation of God : and I will rather think, 
that God did not make the world, than 
that he will fail to be very good unto the 
Creatures that he hath made. 

104. That Goodness cannot be want* 
ing in God, the want of which God con'^ 
demns in his creatures : That cannot be 
a Perfection above, which is an Imper- 
fection below. 
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105. Who will think a man does be* 
lievCf that does things cootrarj to what 
be says be belieTeth? 

106. Laziness is more paittful than 
Industry; and to be employed is easier 
than to be Idle* 

107. We have not finUlied our work, 
till we are well-informed in our Judg- 
ments^ well-refined in out ^Spirits, and 
well reformed in our Manners* 

108. He is Weaki that cannot judge 
what is the Right of the case ; and he is 
Wicked^ that for ends and purposes will 
vary from it.» 

109. It IS better for us that there 
should be Difference of Judgment, if 
we keep Chanty : but it is most unmanly 
to quarrel because we differ. 

110. Let Him that is assured, he errs 
in nothings fake upon him to condemn 
every man that errs in any thing. 

111. God applies to our Faculties and 
deals with us by Reason and Argument. 
Let us learn of God, to deal with One an- 
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other in Meekness, Calmness/ and Rea- 
8on^ and so represent God. 

112. Those that are Unhappy ^ Know 
who Bre their true Frietids. 
' 113. Though the Speaker be k Fool, 
the Hearer should be a Wise Man. 

114. If a man could believe what he 
wouldf a Sinner would never be self-con- 
demned. 

115. The prophane Swearer sins, for 
nothings upon no Templah'on, for no 
Credit ; unless it be a Credit not to be 
believed. 

116. An ingenuous Mind and a true 
Penitent^ doth with more difficulty for- 
give himself, than Ood doth forgive Him. 

117. It is easier to convince one of 
the best Morals and best Intellectuals, 
than one of the worst morals and worst 
Intellectuals. 

118. Men are not so weak, save onljf 
in Religion, to think any one is in JBar- 
nestf if he do no more than talk. 

No. XV. 3 
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119. The nearer we approach to the 
God of Tmthi the farther we are froia 
the danger of Error. 

120. If the Passions be not under 
the government of Reasony the man is 
under the government of hi» passions, and 
lives as if he had no Reason. Passion 
ungoverned by Reason is Madness. 

121. It is a wise man's Motto, ** I live 
to be wiser every day^*' I am not too wise 
to be taught of any. 

122. 'A repining Life is a lingering 
Death. 

123. What great Content have they 
who live in Reconciliation with God, 
and his whole Creation ! 

124. Self- Will is the greatest Idol in 
the world ; it is an Anti-Christ, it is an 
Anti-God. 

125. We never do any thing so secret' 
ly^ but (hat it is in the presence of two , 
Witnesses, God and our own Conscience. 

126. Where men have not considered^ 
they should rather be patient to bear 



1 
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than forward to speak. He Bpends too 
fast who talks too much. 

127. Matters of private Apprehension 
ought not to make a public Difference. 

128. The alSfectation oi Singularity is 
no pre-eminence : and the more of Fac- 
tioot the less of Pietj* 

129. He that is full of hm-self goes 
out of Company as wise as he came in. 

130. Virtue is in our power, though 
Praise be not : we may deserve Honour^ 
though we cannot command it. 

131. None can tell what that man will 
do, who durst vary from Right : for by 
the same Authority that he varies from it 
in one Instance, he. may in all. 

132. Credulity 9 or an easiness to be- 
lieve, without reason or script uce, is a 
Stranger to Wisdom and the very Nurse 
of Superstition. 

133. Human nature, if it be Bight and 
be Qot abused, is, beyond all other na« 
tures below it, most tender find compas* 
sionate, and cannot, by true Religion, be 
made fierce and cruel. 
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134 The Good miui mabtaiM kis In- 
tegrity, according to hk judgment whai- 
ever b^fals him. 

135. The Romanists adulterate what 
is True in Religion, and superadd what 
is False. 

136. He that is Dishonest trusts no- 
bedj. 

137. Whatsoever there is good Reth 
eon for the doing ef, is warranted of God. 

136. Zeal for Truth and Conscience 
of Duty, are high Titles ; things of^ great 
name ; but the greatest Mischief follows, 
where Passion and Interest are so cloth* 
ed. 

139. Whosoevi^r suspects, thinks him* 
self suspected. 

140. We do not think them Our 
Friends, to whom We are not Friends. 

141. Men that are often Angry and 
for every trifle, in a little time will be lit- 
tle regarded ; and they that reprove with 
Passion will be less regarded when they 
reprove with Reason* 
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142. It is not Religion, but Supersti* 
iion» that makes us dread Ood : Religion 
makes us revereace, love and delight in 
God. 

143. They that take no Delight in the 
exercise of Virtue^ could take no delight 
in HeaveUj either in the Employment or 
in the Inhabitants thereof. 

144. There is a Malignity in Sin that 
poisons the Nature of Man ; and through 
sin. One man is formidable to another. 

145. Men work themselves into an 
Atheistical Judgment by Atheistical 
Practices. 

146. YirtOe cannot be forced upon a 
man's Practice, nor. Happiness be /orced 
into a man's Enjoyment. 

147. Moderation is Abating of our oirn 
RiglU ta comply with other men's Neces- 
sities. 

148. The Pleasures of Sense; the 
Prevalency of Bodily Temper / the al- 
lurements of Pleasure^ Gain and Hon^ 
our from without ; the Presence of the 

No.XF. 3* 
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thiogs of this Life and this World ; ibe 
Absence of the things of the other liife 
and the other World; the great Improve- 
ment necessary to a higher Life ; the no 
Improvement necessary to this ; the De- 
pravation of our Principles by ill use : 
these things make it hard to live reli* 
giously. 

149. Morality is not a Means to any 
thing but Happiness; every thing else 
is a Means to Morality. 

150. The veriest iVo-bodies in Che 
world are the greater Bti^y-bodies. 

151. We find it easier to go on than 
to go back. 

152. If I have not a Friend, Ood send 
me an Enemy, that I may hear of my 
Faults. To be admonished of an Ene- 
my is next to having a Friend. 

153. God laid no foundation of Wick- 
edness, in the Principles of His Creation : 
it is an unnatural Superstructure of our 
own« without a foundation. 



WhicheaCs Jpharisms. 27 

154. Id the Lower degree of Sin, God 
is neglected f in (he Higher degree of 8iii» 
God is affronted. 

155. No men stand oaore in Fear of 
God than those, who most deny Him and 
lea^t love Him. 

156. We are not to sobmit our under* 
standings to the belief of those things that 
are contrary to our Understanding. We 
must have a Reason for that Which we 
believe above our Reason. 

157. If a man has wrong Suppositions 
in his mind concerning Ood^ he will be 
vrrong through all the parts of his Reli- 
gion* 

158. For men to confine the Divine na- 
ture to any Material thing, or expect dt« 
vine Influence /rom any Material thing, 
is Idolatry. 

159. Knowledge in the Understanding, 
is Truth ; in Practice, is Goodness. 

160. Darkness spoils Modesty ; no * 
man blushes in the Dark. 



28 ^ WhichcoVs Aphorisms. 

161. Iflcansbew a man Argument 
and Reason, I will convince his Judg- 
ment against his Will- 

162. Reverence God in thyself: for 
God is more in <be mind of man, than in 
any part of this world besides ; for we 
(and we only here) are made after the 
Image of God. 

r63. He that doth wrong- to Himself, 
to Whom wm he do Right? 

164. A Proud man hath no Ood ; 
for he hath put down God and set Him- 
aelf up. An Vnpeaceable man hath no 
neighbour ; for Jie hath driven them all 
away. A Distrustful man hath no 
Friend; for he hath disobliged all: 
Who will be friendly to Him, who bath 
no good opinion of another? A Discon- 
tented man hath not Himself; he hath 
lost himself, because things are not as be 
would. 

165. What is not from God, by Rea- 
son or by Scripture, cannot recommend 
us to God. 



166* Where Scripture doth not direct, 
God refers us to the Direction of JVo* 
ture : therefore, where you have not ^ 
Text of Scripture for what you do, be 
Rational in what you do. 

167. Give me a Religion, that is 
grounded upon Right SeaaoUf and Di' 
vine Authority r such as when it doey 
attain its effect, the World is the better 
for it., 

168.N Future Misery is not a Foreign 
Imposition by Power, but an Acquired 
Ccfnstitiition of mind : it is Guilt of Cg^ 
•cience and Malignity of Spirit* 

169. Do not think, God has done any 
tiling concerning thee, before thou cam* 
est into Being,, whereby thou art deter^ 
mined, either to Sin or to Misery. This 
19 a falaebood ; aqd they that entertain 
such thoughts live in a Lie. 

170. Sincere Intention is Evangelical 
Perfectioiii 



30 Whidwid's Jphmims. 

171. If impartial Examination goes 
not first, gross FoUj and Superstition will 
follow after. 

172. He that takes himself out of 
God's hands into his own, by and by will 
not know what to do with himself. 

178. There must be greater Perfec- 
tions than We are invested with ; and 
Man is an Argument to himself tjtat 
there is a Ood. 

174. Can a creature be Happy, with- 
out Ood, who cannot he at all, without 
Him? 

175. One that is a Believer, and one 
tbat is obedient ; one that is an Unbe- 
liever, and one that is Disobedient^ is 
the aame. 

176. Some out of Superstition dare 
not examine the doctrine of Religion; 
but blindly refer themselves to other 
men. Some, out of Design, wUl not ex- 
amine what they profess ; because they 
practice upon Religion, and it is not 
Truth, but Interest^ that is intended by 
them. Some, out of Idleness and self* 
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neglect, do not examine their Religion ; 
all their care being to be denominated from 
it. 

177. When we do any good to Others^ 
we do as much or more good to our 
8el?es. 

178. The more yoa are offended at 
yonr evil TkotighiSf the leas they are 
yours ; the more they are jour Burthen, 
the less they are your Goilt. The 
Knowledge or thought of evil is not evil : 
it is not what you know, but what yon 
consent to. 

179. If God should ne^/ecl (not pun* 
ish) a Sinner, as a sinner neglects God^ 
they would never meet to Eternity. 

180. It is certain, that God intended 
Himself to be the peculiar object of 
Mind and Understanding in Man; be^ 
cause Mind and Understanding in Man 
are beyond the Satisfaction that is to be 
had in any thing, but God himself. It is 
too big for the World, and too good for 
it. 
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181. The Laws of God are not fmpo- 
MzKons of Will or Power and Pleasure ; 
but ehe Resolutioos of Truth, Reason, 
and Justice. 

182. A mind, blinded by Ignorance 
and depraved bj vice, is Deformed ; and 
in an unnatural, which is an uneasy. 
State. 

183. No man can command bis Judg- 
ment ; therefore every man mast obey it. 

184. Press no Argumeilt beyond a ra« 
tional Proposal : let every man be heard : 
it is else much the same as to turn him 

. of company ; for he is made nobody 

• t. 

'. Nothing mitkout Reason is to 
oposed ; nothing against Reason is 

to be believed : Scripture is to be taken 

in a rational sense. 

186. They do not advance Religion, 

who draw it down to bodily acts ; or who 

carry it up highest into what is Mystical, 

Symbolical, Emblematical. 
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' IU7* He that acts mthoiit Judgmeiit 
of Reason, will 3Qon act contrary Ao it. 

183. It is not for our good, to be at 
Liberty to do ourselves Hurt. Tbjui 
MdigiaH keeps us from. 
. 189* Nothing can be a matter of Faitby 
which is not a matter of Revelation. 

190. It is but little Christ hath of Us, 
if he hath Jl/. 

191. Make not an In^urj, where there 
is none; And there is nonei wh^re none 
is intended : In such a caae it is a oiere 
chance. 

192. No man is convinced of Truth b^ 
4M9other's falling into Passion, but rather 
suspects Error and Design. 

193. He that knows most, thinks he 
has most still to learn. 

194. When there is most of jCrod, 
>bei«e is teaat of Self. 

,195. That power is in vain which is 
never in use. . 

196. A great Faction is many Per* 
Mnsy yet hut one Part^f and that is hut 

No. xr. 4 
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Opinion : such a Faction is but olie maD 
in point of Judgment : one free-spirited 
man is, in this particular, equal to a whole 
Faction. 

197. The Spirit of a Man is the Can- 
dle of the Lord ; Lighted by Ood,; and 
lighting us to God. 

198. , We cannot be undone but by 
ourselves. 

199. Truth'\% not only a man's Orna- 
ment, but his Instrument : it is the great 
man's Glory, and the poor man's Stock : 
a man's Truth is his Livelihood, his Re- 
commendation, his letters of Credit. 

200. God's Image is upon us and we 
belong to Him. 

201. Charity is a great deal better 
than Liberty* 

202. To impose what is Unreasona- 
ble is to usurp upon the Creation of God. 

203. Religion doth possess and aftct 
the ijohole man : in th^ understanding, it 
is Knowledge ; in the Life it is Obedi- 
ence ; in the Affections, it is Delight in 
God: in bur Carriage and Behaviouri 
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it is Modestjy Calmness, Gentleness, 
Quietness, Candour, Ingenuousness ; ib 
our Dealings, it is Uprightness, Integri- 
ty, Correspondence with the Rules of 
Righteousness : Religion makes men Vir^ 
iuouSf in all Instances* 

204. Religion has different Denomina* 
tions and nameSf from different Actions 
and Circumstaaces ; but it is One^ things 
viz. Universal Righteousness : accord- 
ingly it had place at all times, before the 
Law of Moses^ under it, and since. 

205. None of those, who had th£ Holy 
Spirit 10 its extraordinary Gifts, were 
saved by it : and many that had not the 
Holy Spirit, in its extraordinary Gifts, 
were saved without it both before and 
since* 

206. If thou goest about any thing in 
a Passion^ thou takest upon thee, to do a 
manly act, when thou art not a man. 

207. No man is despised^ but Himself 
is the main Cause of it. ' 

208. Nothing is mojre Spiritual than 
that which is MoraL 
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209. A main may Use what he finds 
doea betfer dispose himself for aoy re* 
ligious Duty, as Fasting and Solitude 
may : but the danger is to fancy such a 
a thing will fetommeitd ns to Ood. 

210. The more we use Wisdom and- 
Virtue, Che more they are our Own-, and 
the more We have of them. 

311. He that believes what Ood craHb, 
mthout £tidence (hat 6od sacys tt, doth 
not believe Ood, wbife be believes tfacj 
Thing which ^iomes from Ood. 

212. Ouf Zeal must be kfndled with 
pure fire frodi Odd^s altar ; thdt it may 
rather warm t6aii burn, enliven rather 
than inflame. 

213. Detei'minattons beyond Scripture 
have indeed enlarged Faith, but lessened 
Charity, and multiplied divisions. 

214. Some are the rvorse for their Re- 
ligion, biit such religion is certitidiy bad: 
If this notion be not understood and ad- 
mitted, " that Difference of Opinion, iir 
some matters about Religion, should not 
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make Difference in affection,*' we shall 
All be the irorse for our religion. 

215. None t»o empty as those who are 
Full of themselves* 

216. It IS most Chrislianf and most 
Po,litic, and most Prudenty as the best 
rule for an easj passage through the 
world, which at best is troublesome 
enough, neither to provoke nor be pro- 
voked. 

21 r. No man's Inferiority makes him 
contemptible : every man, itaken at his 
bes/ will be found good for something. 

218. The J have a re-fison for it, which 
the^ Apostle had not, who teject the Use 
of Reason in matters of Religion: but 
we vmst be men, before ^lecan be Chris- 
tians, 

219. We ought not to name God with- 
out a sense of Him upon our minds. 

220. God abates of his own Rights that 
the condition of Man might not be for* 
lorn. Wherever there is a Right, 
there is a Puwer to moderate and abate of 

No. XV. 4 * 
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that Right, yea, to part with it if we 
please : Any maa may take hss than his 
Bight; may pardon upon any satisfac-. 
tion ; upon no Satisfaction. We all say^ 
We have this right: and will we d€ny it 
lo God ? 

221. There are Sufferings which are 
00 punilhnients : as 1. The Effects of 
God's absolute Sovereignty [Jacob and 
Esan] : 2. those which com« for proba- 
tion and trial [Job] : 8. which come for 
Exercise and !ncrease of virtue : 4. which 
we are involved in, through the neigh- 
bourhood of sinnera [Josiah overborne 
by Manasseh's Sin] : 6. Which pre- 
vent sin and misery [as, Knowing (he 
power of infection, taking the righteous 
away by Dea(h from the Evil to come]. 
Those Sufferings in this world only are 
punishments, where Sin is the natural or 
moral Cause of Suffering. 

222. Truth lies in a little compass and 
narrow room ; Vitals in Religion ar^ 
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223. The more Mjaterious, the more 
lanperfect : That which is . mj/sHcally 
spoken is but half spoken : Ar darkness 
IS) to comparison with Light, so is Mys- 
tery, in comparison with Knowledge. 

jK4. It- is not morally good to forbear 
the Use or abandon the Possession, of 
what is naturally good : Mortification 
is not denying our bodies, but denying 
our Lusts : Contempt of the world is not 
Piety^ but Contempt of those that have 
the World is Pride. And, indeed, Pride 
and Humility are not distinguished by 
Wealth and Poverty. 

2fl5* We must learn of the Divine 
Wisdom, imitate the Divine Goodness, 
and depend upon the Divine Power. 

226. It is true courage, to suffer for 
what is Good, and to blush at what is 
Evil. 

227. Let not any man speak, when he 
is hiinself in a Passion, nor to any one that 
is so. 



40 . Whieheaei Apkmmg. 

228. A good word costs aa little as a 
Bad one, and is worth more, is more to 
the purpose. 

329* The times behind us are JuDior, 
the Ticnes before Senior : the Seniority 
of the( world is to come, the Juniority of 
the world is passed. Why do we attri: 
bute perfection to the world, backward; 
and to a man, forward ? 

230. The Execution of Malefactors is 
not more for the credit of Governors, than 
the Death of patients is for the Credit of 
Physicians. 

231. The world will never be released 
from the superstitions of the Roman 
Church, till men confine themselves, in 
matters of Religion, to free Reason and 
plain Scripture. 

232. What is created must be finite ; 
and what is finite must be fallible : when 
therefore God made a Creature finite and 
fallible, He resolved to forgive, upon Re- 
pentance and Amendment; 

233. A good man's Life is all of a 
piece. 



234. Some spmk^ only beesuse tbey 
win not hdd tfadr todgue, OMikiiig speech 
ah End, not a ftieansr If we cftonot gov- 
ern oiir Toagues, tr e may ioipriBof) theia. 

265* He that repents is Angry vrith 
himself: I need not be angry witfa him* 

236. It k not so bad t^ forget Ood, as 
it is to nris-represfent kirn : a ]!^egiect is 
not so bad as an abuse* 

S»r« Defend God's Truth hi Ood's^ 
way. 

iSn. Repine ! U not the World Moral, 
worse fban the World nattnral? Our bad 
ttianners are Our bad Times. We con^ 
demn the effect, which is sufieriog ; and 
absolte the cause, which is the Sinner. 

299. There are afflictions, for our 
Good ; Temptations for oar Trial ; Dif- 
0cultte8, for our Bxercise ; and Employ- 
ments, for our Powers and Graces. 

240. No Sign can warrant our Belief, 
unless it be in conjunction with a Doc- 
trine worthy of Godv 
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241. EothuBiastic Doctrines^-good 
things strained out of their Wits. 
Amang Christians, those Jthat pretend to 
be inspired^ seem to be Mad : among 
the Turks^ those that are Mad, are 
thought to be inspired. 

242* A Wise man is ever readj to 
acknowledge that he owes the better half 
of that Title -to good Conversation* 

243. It is not good to live in Jestf 
since we must die in earnest. 

244. The Law supfioses, that the 
Judge is an Advocate for the Prisoner, 
and will suggest such Defences as are 
lawful* 

245* As we do for Ourselves, we 
should do for others, excuse where we 
cannot justify^ 

246. Y esterday we were not ; To-day 
we are but little ; To-morrow we may be 
nothing. 

247. Let the Lord make Rules for his 
House, and the Steward take Care for 
tfa,e Observance of them. 
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248. Elijah despised not what the 
JRaven^ brought. 

249. i count it true Sarrilege to take 
frofu Qod to give to the Creature ; yet 
look -at it as dishonouring God,, to nullify 
and make base his Work?, and (o think 
that he made a sorry, W(»rthless Piece^ 
fit for no use, when he made Man. 

250. Truth is Truth ; whoever hath 
spoken it, or howsoever it hath, been 
abused. 



Bri/sf Account of Itr. WhkhcoL 



Benjamin Whichcot, whom Lord 
Shaftesbury has named, " The preacher 
of Good Nature," was born at Which- 
cot Hall, in the Parish of Stoke, in 
Shropshire, March 11, 1609. He re- 
ceived his education at Emmanuel Col- 
lege, Cambridge, of which in 1633, he 
became Fellow. Here he was eminent for 
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lesroiogy prndencet ami pietj. H^ aeted 
as a Tutor in his College, aad had the 
honour of tommg some diatifignisfaed 
icholar&. Being ordained to the inini«- 
trj in the Church of £ii£bnd, in 1^36, 
Dur young divioe evtahiished the after- 
noon lecture oil Stiodajs in Trifiitjr 
Church, C/anibridge» vhich Archbishop 
Titlotson saysyiie preached for almost 
twefitj jieaFs to^tiier, having a great 
nnmber, not only of the youQg acbolara, 
but of those of greater standing and of 
best repute for learning in the University, 
his constant and attentive auditors, and 
in 1ho8€ vfWd and nnsettied times con- 
tributing more to lh£ Corming of the stu- 
dents to a sober sense of religion than 
any man in that jage. ' 

At an £arly period of his life be is 
said to have jived much with the firat 
£arl of Shaftesbury^ and Xo have preach- 
ed before hiai the greater part of the 
sermons that wen ^ afterwards printed. 

On account of his pulpit talents, 
Wbichcot was appokited one of the 
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TJoU'ersit J preachers ; he was afferwards 
chosen Provost of King's College, in the 
room of Dr. Collins, who was ejected 
by the Parli3raent, but who, with the 
consent of Whichcot, enjojed a share of 
the revenues of the place. Whichcot 
in his last Will also left Sir John Collins, 
son of the ejected Provost, a legacy of 
one hundred pounds. 

In 1649 Whichcot was created Doctor 
of Divinifj, and in 1651 he served the 
office of Vicc-Chancellor : the same 
year his college complimented him with 
the Rectory of Milton, near Cambridge. 

Notwithstanding Dr. Whichcot*s learn- 
ing and moderation, at the Restoration, 
1660, he was removed from the Provost- 
ship, by special order from the King : 
but though removed, he was not disgrac- 
ed or under displeasure ; so far from it, 
that,, he was on the contrary only called 
up from the comparative obscurity of a 
Ifniversity life, to a higher and more 
conspicuous station ; From a place where 

No. xr. 5 
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be had already done much real service, 
to one where there was still much to be 
done. He was in 1662, elected and 
liceng^ Minister of St. Anne's, Black- 
friars, where be continued till the Fire of 
London, in 1666, when he retired to his 
living at Milton: here be preached con- 
stantly and relieved the poor, and had 
fheir children taught to read at his own 
charge, and made up differences amongst 
the neighbours; From this privacy, he 
)vas again called up to London, on an ap- 
pointment by the Crown to the Church 
of St. Lawrence Jeury, vacant by the 
promotion of Dr. Wilkins to the see 
of Chester : be owed this presentation to 
Wilkins's interest. While tbe church 
was re-building, upon the invitation of 
the Court of Aldermen, in the mayoral- 
ty of Sir Wm. Turner, he preached be- 
fore the honourable audience at Guildhall 
Chapel, every Sunday afternoon, with 
great acceptance and approbation, for 
about the space of seven years. His 
own church being fioished, he took pos- 
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sessioD of it, preaching twice a week, to 
a very considerable and judicious audito- 
ry, though not very ^numerous, on ac- 
count of the weakness of hia voice in 
his declining age ; enjoying a minister's 
best reward, the love and respect of bis 
parish. 

Dr. Whlchcot closed a useful and 
happy life by a calm and Christian death, 
in the year 1683, and the r3d of his age, 
and was buried in the chancel of bis 
own church, his friend Dr.^ Tillotsoo^ 
who was the week<-day lecturer there, 
preaching his funeral sermon. He left a 
considerable part of a plei^iful estate to 
charitable purposes. Of bim it may be 
truly said, that his memory i3 bles^sed*- 

The foregoing account is extracted from 
a pretty full Memoir of this good man, 
in the First Volume of '* British Pulpit 
Eloquence : a Selection of Sermons, in 
chronological order, from the works of 
the most eminent divines of Great Britain, 
during the seventeenth and eighteenth 
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centuries ; with biographical and critical 
Notices," recently published by Gale 
and Co. Paternoster Row : In the same 
Volume, following the Memoir, is a strik- 
ing sermon of Dr. Whichcot's on " The 
Difference of Times with Respect to 
Religion." The writer of the Memoir 
concludes the article with the following 
history and character of the Aphorisms : 
— " A collection of the author's notions 
and sayings was published in 1703, by 
Dr. Jeffery, and republished in 1753, 
by Dr. Samuel Salter, afterwards minster 
of the Charter-house. This work in 
both editions, «i8 entitled Aphorisms ; \i 
is the work which is most likely to keep 
alive the name of the author: for strong 
sense and a benevolent spirit, for apt 
phraseology and evangelical wisdom, it 
may be recommended to all theological 
reai^ers, and particularly to preachers 
and candidates for the pulpit.** 
^ Hackney Road, June 30, 1815. 

R. A. 

' THE END. 
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